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PREFACE. 



TJEiB Author would thinjc himself deficient iii 
common gratitude, did he neglect to return sincere 
thanks to those numerous Gentlemen who furnished 
him with information ; and also several, who in the • 
most obligiflg manner, assisted him in arranging 
part of the work. 

The attentions of many far exceeded his expecta- 
tion ; and their favours were enhanced, when con- 
trasted with the conduct of others, who refused to -• 
give any information. 

To the different Gentlemen who took in Subscrip- 
tions he is truly grateful, and takes tike hbcrty to 
assure them that their.exertions shall ever be remem-- 
beredby him with a just sense of the obligation, i 

The Work is now before the Pciblic, which will " 
fau-ly appreciate its deserts.*. Whatever may be its fate, . 
the cotmtry it describesis not deficient in materials for 
such an undertakingpr for one on a larger scale. A chief 
reason for laying it before them, was a wish to record'' 
the events of a place that early appears in Irish His- 
tory* and which is ^ill among those corporations 
that survive in the legislative union with Great Britain. 

In the compilation, numerous respectable works 
liave been resorted to, and selections made with ca^. 
The records of the town, as far as they could be 
€>btained, have been carefully Consulted, and from them 
nuifterous extracts are giveii. Other parts that de- 
pended still more on personal exertions, will be found 
equally authentic 
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VI. 

The whole win proTc, it is hoped^. that pw^r use 
ha» been made of general History and local informa* 
tion, and that much will be found iateresting to the- 
Inhabitants of Carrickfcrgusy as well as to the Na- 
turalist and Antiquarian. 

Much fabulous rubbish has been cleared away^ and 
a remembrance preserved ol those spots which have 
been the seenes of remarkable events j whto the 
progress of population, agriculture, manners, and 
commerce, have occupied a just share of regard*. 
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THE 

HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES 

or THI 

COUNTY OF THE TOWN 

OF 

CAHEICKFBRGUS. 

PART FIRST. 



7hi ancient accounti of Ms placet like most others« 
j^fesent fittle but traditionaiy legends, being inTolved 
f n at least a common shart of obscunty t howerer^ it 
is belseired that it was early inhabited, and an eminent 
author eren supposed it to hare been the first place 
in the kingdom peojded by the Celts, from North 
Britain ( 1 }, near three centuries before the nativity 
of Christ, and before the Fir Bolgs, or Belgae» 
{another branch of the Sc3rthian nation) are 
ssttd to hate arrived in this idand (2), from South 
Britain (3). Spencer, in his «* View of IreUmd,'' is 
also explicit that Scvthians wertf the first settlers 
in the north of Ireland, and confirms it by an examin- 
ation of their customs and manners* As our historians, 
generally, agree that the first colonists came from 
Britain, this hypothesis receives some support fitm 
the proximity of the western part of that island to 

this 

(1 ) Petty't Political Anatomy. M^cpherson's I>tuertationi. 
(S) i.e4wich'i Antiquities. (S) O'Coaaor's DiNsrtactMUM 
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rthisxrountry, the high hnds of* which could be dis- 
Kcerned on a clear day; and when we consider the 
'. imperfect state of navigation in the early ages^ in boatd 
. made of twisted willows anil the skins of animals, the 
.corijecture seems farther confirmed. 

That 'such were the only modes of conveyance is 
•-evident from the 'works of several learned authors.; 
\Solinus Polyhistor, who flourished in the latter part 
^ of the first -century, says, **the sea between Britain an4 
'Ireland is unquiet and tempestuous, and yet they 
V sailed over it in wicker boats encompassed with a 
swelling covering of ox-hides.*' 

To a people wk^ possessed such slender means for 
ca voyage, a short passage must have been a primary 
c bject, and equally so, a commodbus landing-place^ 
"which it is probable this bay presented in a greater 
..degree than any part of the adjacent coasts and per- 
^haps thb place at that time, from the wind, or some 
x>ther came, might present fewer obstacles to ifie 
landing of such navigators .than .any part ^ the <:ir- 
^cumjacent shore. 

About the beginning >of the second ^century, this 
district is placed an the south^n;part of J^alradia, an 
.iWcient division of, the- county 4o£ Antrim (4); the 
people of which werexommonly called Dalradians, or 
I)alaarian8, from the country i{$), but l^y foreign 
writers Scots, or Scuits, a name denoting their Scy* 
tthian, or Celtic origin ,(fl^. 

Here, from the ge5eral obscurity of Irish history, a 
large chasm occurs:; for if we except the romantic 
tales concerning Fin Mac Coylle,. alias, MacComhal, 
. ,«md FinEryn,^two chiefs of Scandinaviaa ancestry, who 
are said to. have flourished in the latter part of the 
wthird century, and their decendant-s in the fourth (one 
cof whom, Spcrnagh Claw, is said to have governed 

this 

(4) This division comprehended the baronies of Antrim, 
.Belfast I'oom^, and MsLSBereene^-^jinthologia Hibemica, 

(5) Antholo^a Hibemica. (^) O'Connor's JDissertationij- 
Spencer** View of Ireland. 
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iVis place (7), very little i« known of Irish affairs un-' 
tH 697, when this part of lireland was invaded by the ' 
Cruthne, or Island Picts, in conjunction with the Bri- • 
tish Picts. On this occasion a desperate battle wai - 
fought at Lemnha, near Carrickfergus, in which fell 
Aodh or Hugh, kine of Dalradia, also Conqoar 
M'Echa M^Maldwin^^ief commander of the rids - 



'% 



listory is silent as to the result of this engagement* - 
and only mentions that Aodh was succeeded by one 
Duncha in the government of Ddlradia, who in 710 ' 
defeated the Britons of Cumberland that had invaded- 
his principality (9); but nought is noticed^ that has - 
any relation to this place. Indeed, if we except le« 
gendary tales, an impenetrable darkness prevadcs our 
history during several centuries ; for of the Danes aad~ 
other northern tribes, who arrived in this Island irom "^ 
the 8th to the 1 1th century, little is khown ^ ^wrhichis 
easily accounted for by their destroying during their'' 
ravages^all records that related to the kmgdom (10), 
so that we are seldom enabled to trace any settle* 
xnent of those barbarians. 

The next important event in Irish history is the In*- 
rasion of the kingdom by the English^in 1 172, and : 
ahortlf after, we find Henry II. granting particular dis- 
tricts to his favourites ; and among others the entire 
province of Ulster to John De Courcy, on condition - 
of conquering It ( H ). De Courcy appears to have ; 
' lost no time, for in January 1 177, he set out from Diib- 
Ib with only_22 knights, 50 esquires, and about 300 
foot soldiers, which were afterwards encreased to about 
700, all chosen men (12). In four days he reached- 
Down, and defeating 0*Donn ell, or as he is called by 
some Duiiknus, Prince of Ulidia, or Down,^ he soon 
made a conquest of the country; and in the summer 

. - ' ^f 

(7) Hanmer's Chronicle. (8) Anthologia Hibernica. (9) , 
Ibid. (10) Waruc/'s History of Ireland. {ll) LelandV 
Hiatary of Irelaad. (IJ) Lod^e>Pe&ra»e. 
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of 1 1S2 he entered Dalradia, defeated Dobald O'Logb- 
liny king (13) of that country, who fell in battle 
(14)9 and the same year establi^ed a colony here, 
the chiefs of whom were the Sendalls and Savaget ( 1 5}« 

Having shewn as £»* as possible^ who the primitive 
settlers were, also the others down to those planted 
t-f De Courcy^ I shall n6w examine the antient names 
•i the place, which fully corroborate what has been 
advanced on the subject of Colonization. 

The first mention that I find of this place is in a 
map of Ireland, annexed to O^Connor's Dissertations, 
entitled, ** Scotia Antiqua, or a map of Ireland agree- 
able to the times of Ptolemy, the geographer.'* It 
is there called Dunsobarky, which is a compound of 
two words, purely Celtic, the former Dun or Dfn, 
primarily signifying an insulated rock (16}, and 
sober or soberkj/^ strong or powerful ; which counte. 
nances the former account that it was first inhabited, 
by a Celtic people ; and the language of a people is • 
generally the best criterion of their origin. 

This name it appears to have retained till the arri- 
Yal of the English ; for in a map affixed to Seward's 
Hibernian Gazetteer, called, << a map of Ireland 
previous to the 13th century," it is laid down by th^ 
tame name, and at the same place as by Ptolemy in the 
second century. The general incorrectness of these 
maps places it opposite to the mull of Cantyre, an 
error which seems to hav^ been continued by geogra* 
phcrs till lately ; Peter Heylin, a geographer, who 
wrote so lately as 1640, deteribes it hy the name of 
Rock-fergus, and adds, that it is opposite to Cantyre 
(17}« Glaring as those errors are, yet they are trifling 
whto compared to^ome others of antient geographers ; 

Richard 

(If) Lodfe*s Pttnft. (H) Kurit's Hi»tory of the 
county Down. (1$) Ware's Antiquities. (16) JLedwich*A 
Antiquitie»— >Oordon*t Hiicory of Ireland. (17) H^lin't 
Coi]DOfraphy.-»In m map of the county of Antrim, lately 
engraved m which many of the ancient D.amft of places are 
given, it it laid dttwm m it9 proper place, by the name mS 
Bma-SohafM. . 
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Rkhard of Cirencester,: places Ireland opposite tKr 
northern parts of Spaioy and makes it 600 mile* 
long, ^300 broad {18); and m a map of the worM 
supposed to be of the 10th century, Ireland is placed 
to die south of Britain, and partly in the latitiide of 
Spain and Portugal { 19). 

* Though, as before observed, a colony of Celts, in all '^ 
likelibooa, arrived here at a very remote pei^iod, ye^ nok - 
town appears to have been erected foil«ev^ral centuries. - 
This opifiion is in some measure, strengthened by ita not 
being noticed by Ptolemy, the Egyptian geographer^ . 
who has mentioned the bay by the nam-^ of •Vinderius | .. 
as he is pretty correct in noting maritime, towns, tU$ 
proves at least its obscurity ; which in^ed is easily ac. - 
counted for, by referrinig to the manners of theCelts, who ^ 
vrere literally roving barbarians, living in forests with- 
out any fixed habitation (20^ : it seems therefore ^ 
ipore than probable? that the antient name^ related * 
merely to the insulated rock on which the castle stands^ . 
and that no buildings ;deservlng the name of a town 
were here, prior to Uie English invasion. After the^ar- 
rival of the English, this place is first, mentioned by 
the name of Carreg, or Crag.fer.gus, the former part of • 
which, seems derived from the Welsh, and signifies a ^ 
rock or stone. Kairrig or Ciarri^ in the Irish }an^ 
g^age has also the same meaning, .but as mapy of 
those employed by Henry Hi in the conquest of the 
country were Welshmen, who .gave ^ Welsh names to * 
places (21), it is in all likelihood derived &pm the 
^ former. Besides, it is very improbable that an En* 
glisk colony settled by the right of conquest, woulJ ' 
give a name to any settlement of theirs in the language 
of the country. 

The first part of this name has often been some- 
l^hat changed, yet stiU retaining the same signification* 
Curing the reign of Elizabeth, it is usually called 

Knockfergua 

(18) Ledwichf Anthologia Hlberniea* (19) Antholo^iV 
Hibernica. (20) L^wich't Antiquities. ^ (£1) Cumpronit 
iliitory of Ireland^ 
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Kiu>€kfcrpit» and Cragferrai* lo tlie charter graated^ 
Vt Jamet^ I. it it calka both Carrick^rgus and 
KnockferguSy and io the succeeding reign often Roek* 
krgasi in records of the pboe, of 1OT0» cox^mooly 
Vifti De Cragfergus. 

The latter part of the name is evidently derived 
Arom die account of « king called Fergus, who is 
aaid to have be^ lost in a istonn, near this olace (22% 
about 520 or ASO teirs before Christ. Heiswd to 
hmwe been the fhrst lung of Soodand, but as* bdand 
was, for Inwards of a K)ClO years after Christ called 
fcotiai and modern Scotland Caledonia (2S)» the snp* 
fOMtion of his being a Scottish king is jperluips incor^' 
sect* Besides there were two kings of that name ii|- 
Ulster, the former about A. D* 250, and the latter 
in SSS ^4), between whose reigns severat Irisk chiefs 
«f tlukt name s}io setUed colonies at Cantjre (25}^ 
From these circumstances, I am induced to b^re 
that the latter part of the tmmt relates to an Irish 
chief, instead of a Scottish one,^ as w general^ bdiered* 

The coknists placed here by De Courcy i^pear to 
Jkave made Httle progress in buiUKng a town. The 
smallness of their numbers and the unsettled state of 
the country, iroia the ravages of the ostites, and the' 
dissentions that took place between the De Courcys 
and De Lacys, were sufficient obstacles to retard the 
progress of an infant cofenv ; for in I204f Walter De 
Lacy, lord of Meath, and Hugh De I«acy, earl of 
Ulster, fled hence into France (26>, being banished 
by kbg John, for the murder of John De Courcy, 
lord of Rathenny and Kilbarrack, natural son of John 
De Courcy, hrte earl of Ulrter (27). They wert 

afterwards 

(SS) Cattpion*8 History of Ireland— -Hanmer't Chronicle— 
Heylia's Cotmoeraphy. The oral tradition of the place 
adot that his body was found on the boacfa, and buried at 
MonksCown, alias MonksUnd, a place about three miles west 
•f the town. (23) Ware^ Antiquites— Hanmer's Chronicle, 
ace (84) Warner's Histoid of Ireland. (95) Antholop'a Hi- 
Wnica. (96) Dalies* Tracts*-Keatinf 's History of Iftland. 
(97) Lodgers Pecn^»— Campioa^ History of Ireland, 
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afterwards pardoned bj king John and restored t*' 
iheir estates on paying large fines, Walter 4000 
marks for l^eat^ and Hugh 2500 foit Ulster (^8), ' 
The forementioned bro^ doi^kss retarded the 
progress of the town^ which is first mentioned as being; 
Ibunded -by Hugh De Lacy, the younger^ in 1^0 
(29)| from which peviod, it appears to have become 
the chief seat,, and garrison, of die En^lidi in thjb 
proTiaoe, and commonly rem»ned in their p o ss e s aioii 
wben tfafe greatest part of the country was overrun b^^"^ 
the Irish* Maurice Fiu*Gerald» a Welshman, vAid 
came ofer with Henry, II. it also said to have founded 
iht town, when lord deputy^ in 1342 (SO) ; but alb 
I>e Lacy was successor to £>e Courcy, bothin titleC 
and estates (SI ), and founded a monastry herfr, in 
1232, In which he was afterwards interred in 1243 
(S2y, he WW probably the bmMe^. 

The clashing of those accounts, perhaps, proceeds 
frtoi the attention paid" to the place by T^z-GeraTd 
when chief gotemor, who appears to have been verf 
vigifaoit wh3e in office^ by strengthening the English 
setdements, as he castellated several places vrhhili the 
£n|^ Dale (SSK 

From ttie fonncung of the town, history i« sitbnt for 
tome ^e, as to any event of moment, yet feuds and 
jfcalounes appear to have been stil^ encreasing between 
^ht De Lacys, feudsd lotds orUlster, and the govern^ 
inent, which at length bipke forth into open war. 

In 13 1^*, Waher, Robert, and Aumary DeLacT, 
were obliged by Jtrhn Birmingham, to fly into Slrot* 
land (34), where tl^ invited loid Edward Bruce^ 
brodier to Robert Bruce, kin? of Scotland, to itivadc 
tSie country and become their ting (35).. 

/ ^^ The 

(28) Leland't Hist.of Ireland— -Campion*i Hist, of Ireland— 
(«9)Ander8eh>CMiitkutioii8 of M^uonry.- (SO) MSS. Cbun- 
tets of AntrimV lib. (3 i ) L.odge*i I^eerage. (S2) ArchdaH^ 
Monasticoii. (9H)« Among those reared bj^ Fits-Oerald were 
the catties of Ley and 81is^„ LetknckW4nfiqvitie$''^SS^ 
eountes^of.Antcia'i Kbrary. (34) Lodge*! Feerag^ (35) 
l^laad** Hit trojr of Irelaadi 
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The ScottUb nation were now in aa exceSent hi*, 
mour fyr granting their reque^, h?ing elated, by their* 
late victory at Bmnockburn ; and Robert Bnice» na 
doubt glad of such powerful aid against the coxnntpn 
ciienoy, and the- flattering prospect of his brother 
obtaining a crown, furnished a fleet and army» and on 
the 25th of Miy, 1315, lord Edward Bruce, with. 
the three banished DeLacys, landed at 01der4ect,near 
Lame, with 6000 men, accompanied by.the earl of 
Murray, John Menti&th, John Stuart, and sereral 
distinguislied persons (36)« 

Numerous bodies of the Irish flocked tOvhia stande* 
ard, aurd some degenerate ]E^nglish ; and all, according 
to the barbarous policy of the times, butchered such 
of the colonists as contiaued attached to the govern- 
ment, and came and lajd sei^ to this place (S7)» 
in 1316, Robert Bruce landed here with a reinforce^ 
ment to his brother ; and in the latter end of AugtMt,. 
same year, the town and castle surrendered, to' ^bA 
Irish and Scottish forces, 

Fnor to this event-, the g^arrison had- be«a reduced 
to the last extremity, eating leather,, also eight Scot* 
whom they had taken prisoners ; hopes of succour 
had likewise vanished, Edward Bruce naving defetted 
Richard De Burgo, earl of Ulster, near Cdieraine (38 )• 

He then proceeded towards Dublin, ravs^ing the 
country in the most wanton mftoner, burning- even* 
churches and abbies, with the peofJe found therein 
(39); and so far ingratiated lumself with the Irish, 
that they crowned him king» at Kndcknemfflan, near 
Dundalk, where he held his court £>r. some time>. 
(40), and afterwards pushed] his forces as far at 
Limerick (41) ; but on the 28th of May, 1318, !« 
was totally defeated by Sir John Birmingham. Bruce 

being. 

. (36) Lodffe*« Peesji^e— -Lelaiid't Hirtory of Irelaod-^ 
Campion's I^story of Ireland. (37) Oqx's HiftQV of ix^ 
lsmd--LeUnd's HiitOTy of Ireland. (38) Cox's Hiacory of 
Ireland'— Gordon's History of Ireland* (39) Campion's 
History of Ireland. {40J 1.9dge*# Pocr^gf. [41] DavieV 
Tracti*-Marleburroujh*» Chro^ick, • . . - 
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^eing found among tbr shin, hit head waft cut off tad 
presented by Binninsham to Edward, I L who, for 
hk eerrice^y cteated him earl of Louth (42). Shortly 
after the defieat of lord Edward Bruce» his brother 
Robert arrived "here with some troops, but hearing of 
Edward's defeat^ be returned home (43). He soon 
after arrived again, in order to conclude a treaty with 
the Eng^Iish ; but the justiciary and council not comin^r 
at the time appointed, he went back to Scotland (44), 

Though tne Scots wer^ now completely expeUed 
from the kingdom, yet this place havmg endured the 
ndseries of war for toree years, must have been nearly 
depopulated* It, however, enjoyed but a short repose^ 
fen* in 1S3S, during the reign ot Edward, III. it was» 
virith the rest of Ubter, thrown into the deepest con- 
fusion by the death of William De Burgo, or Burke» 
«aii of Ulster, (governor) who was murdered by his 
own servants, t>n Sunday, the 6th June, at a ford neai:' 
tbis place (45). Gyle be Bur^ wife of Sir Richard 
MandeviUe, is said tio baie insugated his serviuiU and 
•om^ Irish chiefs to this murd&, in revenge for his 
having imprisoned lier brother Walter, and other 
relations (46). 

Immedrately after this event, the wife of the late 
earl of UlsUr, with ber infiint daughter, Elizabeth, 
fled into England, aad the O'Neils, snd other Irish 
chiefs, taking advantage of the confusion of the colo* 
mists, who were now witbout a head, crossed the river 
Bann, and entering the pale, seized thfivr former 
possessions as fer as this Umn (47>. This district 
and a brge tract of country northward then chancred 
iu name from Dalradia to North, or Lower Cuin- 
Hugh*Suye, from its being possessed by the sept of 
Apdh, or Hugh-Buye O'Nefl* i. e. the sept of vel- 

low 

(49" L«l|;e*t Peerage — CaunpionV Hi^ory of IreUnd« 
(43) Univtrftal History. (44) Anthologia Hibcmica. (45) 
Loc^*« PeeKage«— Amhologia Hibeciuca^-Cox't History qjt , 
Ir^and. (4«; Lodged Peerage— -AntKblogla HiberniQa, 
^47} Lclaad*8 History of Ireland— Davies* Trsqtt^ 
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low Hugh (IS) : this name it retained for teveral 
centuries, contracted into Clanbuyy Clandetioy or Clan 
niboy. 

On the first of July fottowing, lord Darcy, the. 
deputy, ai-rived here by sea, with aomer troops, and- 
put-upward of 300 of the cnenwes ,6f thd De Burgos 
to the sword. In aH pardons, granted about uiit 
time, the foHowing clause was inserted, *< Excepting 
the death of William, late earl of Ulster** ^4.9), 

Notwithstanding this excursion of the deputy, the 
Irish continued masters of all the northern part of 
Ulster, except this place ; and the powerful family of 
the D^ Burgos seeing their chief cut off without is- 
.sue male, aid no min left to govern or protect the 
province, joined with the Irish \ seized the l^te earl's 
lands, assu'ned Irish names, and became completely 
Irish in manners, language, and apparel (50). 

This jancpon nearly annihilated the English power 
throughout Ulster, and they were unable to gain pos- 
session till about the year 1425, when the 0*Nci!t 
being d^f ?ated, th^ir chief acknowledged his vassalage 
to Richard, duke of York, representative of the family 
of De Bxrro ; and relinquished a tribute called black 
rent, which had be en paid to him by the English set^ 
tiers {'O])* ' ^ 

' This however, appears to have been a feigned submis-- 
sion, as in liSO the pale extended no farther than 
Djwn ; the Irish hiving overrun all northward, save 
this town, which Was probably protected frofti their 
ravages by its castle. 

Tke settlers in the pfeces at this time held by the 
Irish, were obliged to compromise withthem for their 
safety, by again paying black rent (52). 

The forementioned boundaries appear to have been 
afterwards still more circumscribed, as about 1471 

only 

f4B) Aathologia HIbornica— Harris's rt 1st. county Down. 
(49 L-lan J's History of Irel ind-— Cjx*8 History Of Ireland — 
l-odge's peerage. (50; Lodge's Pter-'ge — Davie s* Tract . 
(.5Ij Antholojjia Htbt'rnica — LelanTi History of Irelao U 
{5ti) Cox t Historv of Ireland — Canipbeiri^Strictureii. 
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only tlie reTcnues of the manor of Carliogford were 
subject to the crown of England (53) ; and in 1476 
the revenues of the pale were in such a miserable 
state, that a standing army of 140 horsemen, the an- 
nual expences of which were valued at ji^5C09 vias 
thought too great for the resources of the Irish goy- 
ermnent (54}. May» 1536, so Hmited was the £ng. 
lish jurisdiction, that the master of the rolls reported 
to the king, that his laws were not obeyed twenty 
miles from his capital (55). 

Under all those disadvahti^nes, ^ the English still 
kept their footing here, though often closely hemmed 
in by the natives. But in 1555 Carnckfergus was at* 
tacked by a still more formidable enemy ; for the Scots 
having landed on the neighbouring coast, came and laid 
seige to the town. On the 18th July 1556, Fitz- 
Walter, earl of Sussex (loipd deputy), aiid Thomas, 
the tenth earl of Ormond, airived from Dublin, with 
an army ; and attacking the Scots defeated them with 
great slaughter and obliged them to raise the selge (56) » 
In 1558, Thomas Fitz-Walter, earl of Sussex, ar- 
rived here from his expedition into Scotland, having 
ravaged Cantyre, the isle of Arran, and several other 
places on the Scottish coast (57^. 

In 1568, Sir Henry Sidney, lord Deputy, landed 
heie, to whom Turlogh Xynogh, a powerful Irish 
chie^ who had assuined the nam^ of O'Neil, came and 
made his submission (5S^. 

In 1 573 Captain'^Smit^, governor, having weakened 
the garrison, by sending ciut detachments, Sir Brian 
Mac Fhelimy and other . Irish chiefs on the 2d of 
June, assa\dted the town, and setting it on £re, in se- 
veral places, it was reduced to ashes (59). 

On thc.SOtk August 1573, Walter Devreux, earl 
of Essex, who had been appointed governor of Ulster, 

arrived 

r58; Harrit'Hibernlca (54 Davies* Tracts. (55;Plowden't 
i^itoiical review of the state of Ireland^ (56 Lodges Peerage 
(57) COx's History of Ireland, (58)Co^*s History of Ire- 
land. (£9) Kecorcls oftbc Corporation. 
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arrited here by ten and rcceiTed tlie nkfrnimom of 
firian Mac Phclimy <60). 

November the 8th 1574» teYctsl pertfons ttffferv t« 
Sir Bnan Mac Phelimy, and Rdky Og^ M'QiuUan, 
Were apprehended here l>y general John Moni8> com- 
mlandant in the M>8ence df the eart of Emcxv ^me 
dJB^ Sir irian Mac PhcKmy, «• thief of Chnbtiy, " and 
Rory Oge, M»QuiUan, **ichirf of the Route,'* were ta. 
ken up bff hii^ at Belfast, luid 'brought prisoners hither 
{61). llie fecdtds ^e iilent at to the charge agunst 
those persons, 

June 1575, S^ Brian Mflb PhdimV, imd Rory 
Oge M'QuiHan, were executed here, August, same 
year, general Morns sailed hence-to the island of Rag- 
fiery, took its^tastle, spoikxl the eountry, and killed 
*240 men '(62). On the 6th of September fbUowing, 
Sorley Boye M&c Donhell atl^ked this place $ the 
garrison consisting of capt^s Moitis* tmd Baker's 
companies, also such of the inhabitants as were able to 
Tbear arms, repulsed the Scots, after a desperate en- 
gagement, in which capuun Baker and several other 
Dfncers and about 100 soldiers, were killed, Woktone 
Elderton, alderman, Gregory Orafton, town- clerk, and 
14 other inhabitants(6^. dctdberthe 19th &^k>wing^ 
Sir Henry Sidney, lord dcputvj arriving with 600 horse 
^nd foot, soon brought Mac DonndU to s\ibmi&* 
"Mon ; andinade peace with the Scots X64). 

l^dtember the ith 1597, James Mac Sorley Mac 
Donnell, came near this place with a small body-of 
armed men, and bntving the garrison. Sir John Chiches- 
ter, governor, marched out with ptirt of the garrison 
to chastise his insolence ; on InrhKh Inovement Mac 
Donnell immediately retredted toward the Gljon 
(near Lame). ' Sir John stfil ^tfm-suine, fell into an 
iunbuscade .placed there ^ Mac i>onndL The party 

were 

(60) Records of thei^orportttoa — Cox's History of Ireland. 
{61%; Records of the "CdTpbr AtSon — (62) Records of the Cot^ 
poration. (63) Lodge's Peerage— Records of tli« Corpot-a 
btion. (64) Records of the Corporation— l^odgeli Pt cragt. 
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were instantiy surrounded, and nearly cut to pieces ; ' 
and Sir John being taken prisioner was beheaded hj 
Mac Donnelly on a stone near the Glynn (65)* 

1600. In Notcmber Sir Arthur Chichester sallied 
forth with the garrison* and destroyed all Com, lunr> 
6cc. within twenty miles, which caused a dreadful 
famine the following year (66). 

1539> A plan to dehver the town and castle to tfao 
insurgent^ of Scotland, was defeated, by tlie vigilance 
of Wentworthi earl of Stafford, and the chief agent 
executed (67). Concerning this afFair Sir John Clot- 
worthy xnade the following deposition: "That qn« 
Trueman, an Englishman, who dwelt near Carrick* 
iergus, was sent about the country, by whom he 
knows not, to find out those who would engage to assist 
the Scots. He spoke with one captain Giles, who 
pretended to be a great friend to the Scottish nation* 
and said, that he conceived they were greatly distressed, 
and wished that he would use means whereby they 
might be eas^d. H(^pce he discoursed with Trueman^ 
who was but a silly fellow, and got from his words 
whereby he discovered a good will to the Scottish 
nation,; and had some discourse about the castle of 
Carrickfergus. lie also got Trueman's letter to 
recommend him into Scotland, whither he pretended 
a desire to go, to serve under their command. Cap- 
tain Giles afterwards informed against Trueman, and 
-had him taken prisoner ) and Giles producing hit. 
letter on his trial, he-was found guilty, condemned 
and executed here" (68). 

1640. Eight thousand infantry and one thousand 
eayalry. were assembled here by the earl, of $ta« 
ford, to oppose^ the Scots, who meditated an in- 

vasioa 

(65) Lddge's Peer'a|re--^n the following ^^g^t Mac Don- 
lieli having obtained his pardon, and being In this town, 
went to view the family monument (of the Chichesters) in 
St. Nicholas* church; and seeing the cf^gy of Sir John 
Chichester, asked, ««how the dell he came to get his head 
again, for he was sure he had ance ta*en it frae him;" (66) 
Lodge's Peerage. (67; Cox's History of Ireland. (68; Cox's 
History of Ireland. C 
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tvasioiU lEightihonisaad of these were Irisb cath^cs^ 

^nd Sir WiUiiam St.Ijedget, sqjeant-major general of 

- the army, haying reviewed them, declared, " that no 

' .prince in the christian world, hady/or their number, a 

"^better andmore orderly body^ofmcsoia his service" (69). 

1641* On thebreaking out of the rebdlion, many 

' -iiundreds oiF protestants led hither for ref*ige, and 

' >were graciously received by colonel Arthur Chichestei:^ 

^ governor. 2Sth Novenaber, .same .year, -Sir Phelim 

tO'Neil resolved to possess himself of the town and 

' V castle, but being defeated near^Lisbum, on his w^j 

hither, ^ relinquished that plan. About this time, 

>.a large quantity of arms and ammunition aniVed here 

£i*6m Calrlislf , tor the use of the protestants .{70). 

^ Jt6i.2 On Sunde^, January 8th, three months 

! ^ibsequent to the breaking out of the rebellion, some 

-i^ldiers of the garrison ssdlied out in .the night .to. the 

neighbounng district of Island-magee, and massacred 

'•^bout thirty roman catholic families.^ This horrid act 

' 'is behevefd to have been xonmiitted in retaliation lor 

^othew previously comnaitted by thexutholics. This 

opinion receives support from the oral history of 

• tke place, which says, Jthat prior to this affair, the 
' ca^oUcs bad massacred the protestant-s in an adja« 

cent district. This tradition probably relsftes to the 

• following: only five days prior to the iTorementioned 
massacre, a detachment of 'between mty and eighty 

- men, under captain Fergus M'DowaH, wei e massacred 
at Portna, oo the Bannstde. These men were quar« 
leredin different farm -houses, "and were dispatched in 

• - theii* beds, with Httle^or no resistance v( 7 J )• 

Early ia April, sane year, four thousand Scottish 

' 'MiAciliaries, under general Robert Munroe, took po8« 

•ession of tthe town and-castle^ On the 27th same 

month 

(69) Gordon 8 History of Ireland — Curry*8 Review of 
the Civil Wars of Ireland. (70) Borlaise's Irish Rebellkm 
—Temple's Irish Rebelliop. (71) Xeland's History of Ire- 
land-7-Depositiont Trinity -Coileffe, Dublin. 
''* The number mentioned above is according to Dr. 
IvelaBd,l>ut the nunjber which appears in the depositions of 
•urvivers in the famuUt which lufiered does not eiceed as 
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month, he inarched to Belfast, whence he proceeded^ 
to Newry> where he put sixty men and eighteen -» 
women to dieath ; he afterwards went to Armagh, « 
and returned hither May the 12th, with k considerable 
bootyj having ravstged tie country. Shortly after, he 
made another excursion, and burned Gknaraw Visit-' 
iog the eari of Aiitrim> at. his castk of Diiiiluoe» be 
was entertained with hospitality, when he iretcher^. 
ousljr seized the earl and brought him .prisdlier to the 
castle of CSrrickfergus, whence 'he soon afterwards 
found means to escape into England. The earl shortly 
after landed, in the county of Down, and was again 
taken prisoner by Munroe, and coafined ia the tame 
castle, butiagain escaped (72)^ * ^ • 

Jaly lOth^ same year, the first pi e sV y te i y whkJi?- 
met in Ireland^ sat here, and placed sereral nunistert^ 
ID different, parishes of the adjacent country. The 
rtdmsters or(£tfaed by thb pr es b y te r y enjoyeicl all tha - 
tythes of the parishes in which they*were pLtxd {iS)h 

164^3.. General Robert Munroe, sallying out with 
the garrison, to Obtain provisions, vm repulsed witK i 
loss, by Owen O'Neil (74). 

1648. General Mbnk surprized and took general 
Munroe, the Scottish commander prisoner, and sent 
Kim to England, the Scots having^ent the greatest piirt 
of their forces paid by the parliament of the common! < 
wealth, in Ireland, to fight agabst them in ^ngland^ 
On the 4th October foUowing, general^fonk was tnade 
governor of the town and castle, by the parliament (75)^ 

Eariy in lf?49, the town and castle surrendered to 
lord Inchiquin, and the lord of Ards, after a fain^ 
defence of two days. General Monk was taken pri- 
soner, but most of his officers- and soldiers^ eatmd 
into his majesty'^ service (76)*^ 

November 2d same year, colonet^Fhomas 'DallyeF, - 

governoir / 

(72) Leland's History of Ireland«-Coz*t History of Ir^ 
land — ^LQ*f^!9 Peerage. (7S) Presbyterian Loyalty. (74) 
Gordon's History of Ireland. (75) Borlaise*s Irish lUbellicm . 
— Gordon's History oMrelaad.--<76) BorLdse*t.IsithviUbc4»;> 
C2£. . 
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>l^vernor| surrendered the town and castle to Sir 
Charles Coote, and colonel Robert Venables. Ven- 
ables was immediately appointed goyemor by Sir 
Charles Coote (77). 1652 

(77) Cox'i Hi»t. of IreIand-^BoF]aise*8 Irish Rebellion— 
Articles agreed upon between the Right Hon. Sir Charles 

Coote,^ knight and baronet^ lord president of Connaugh<. 

and Colonel Robert Venables on the one part^and Colonel 

Thoinas Dally el, the governor of the town and castle of 

Carrickfergus, on the other part, for the surrender of sa^ 

town and castle, November 2d. 1649. 

I. That the said Cdooel Dallyel, shall and will surrender 
into the hands of said Colonel v enables, or any other of the. 
•chief commander'of the parliament forces, the town and castle 
^f CarnckfergU8,and that the artillery, except such as shall be 
spent before the surrender of thesame, shall be deHvered 
up as aforesaid, and' the surrender is to be made six weeks 
after the signing^ of these articles, being the 1 3th day o| 
Deceniber next ens^ing, by twelve of the Clock. 

n. It shall be lawful for the said goveri^or, with the rest 
of the officers and soldiers to march out of the ttnvn wtili 
flying colours, drums' beatingf, and all the marks of honour 
whatsoever, and that no soldSer of what nation soever, tho! 
he had been formerly in the enemy's service, shall be ques* 
tkmed by any cause or pretext whatsoever. 

III. That the governor, with all oiilcers ar.d soldiers 
under his command, without exception, shall have free 
liberty to march out with their wives, children, and servants, 
borscs, armf, bag and baggage, or any other their goods what- 
soever, into any |)lace or garrison now kep^ for their party, 
and Chat there oe a safe and free conduct for this effect. 

IV. That all o^^cers and soldiers resolving to go out of 
tlus kingdom, shall h^ve free passage and shipping fpr their 
transportation. 

V. That aU officers and soldiers resolving to Kve in the 
country, shall peaceably enjoy their owo^ without being 
troubled with any cost, or any other extraordinary burthen 
Ibr one whole year, and th'at afterwards they shall enjoy thean 
as the other inhabitants of the country do. 

VI. That no officers or soldiers shall be arrested in his 
person, or goods for any thing taken by them in the garrison, 
slnqe the last taking of the town before; and that aU cT-nms 
by "way of debt, to any of the inhabitants of the town, shall 
be void for one whole year, 

Vn. That the prisoners tak«n at Coleraine, shall suffer 
BO danger in their person, but be cap:* ble of being rasMMned 
•r exchanged according to th« mval cu.' t«ni. Vi IT . 
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16.5% .Tbl» ministers and gentlemen of the preib)r* 
teriacKckurcboE; Ireland, .were atwemblgd kere» b^iog 

ftummooe^ . 

Vill. That'.a ceftatkm .may be, ^that no^ liottility be - 
committed br either party, until the preformance of these 
articles ; and if any qiMrrels do happen betvrixt private 
persons^ it is not to oe imerperated a. breach of these artidea,^ . 
but is to be judged and punished by* an eqiial Aumber ^ 1 
ofCcers on both sides. 

IX. That after the signing of these articles It shall be . 
>awful for the governor, to send lieutenant colonel Munroe; , 
to Sir George Munroe, m.ijor general, to the army under 
the command of the Marquiss of Ormond, to go and come, . 
and not to be interrupted by any of the parliament's party, , 
but is to have a pas8, if ilesired, throughi)ut the quarters* 

.X, That what provision of victual now in the castle, 
' that was taken from any of the inhabitants, shall be deliver- - 
ed to the true owners. 

XL Tha^ the frigate in the harbour shall be delivered to > 
the true owners, > 

XII. That the officers and soldiers shall be permitted to . 
^ carry with them, twenty days provision for their march, 

XIII- Tlrv* straitest and nearest way to Cloghwaghter, or r 
any party or army the governor shall think fit> and that •. 
horses be provided for carrying: said provisions, and the . 
officer's and soldier's baggage. 

XiV. That they of the garrison, shall neitiier fortify, d£- - 

^ molish, or destroy in and about the same, or take any forces, .. 

* horse, or foot, or 9ny victuals, arms, ammunition or warlike r 

provisions, or any ways do or join in acts of hostility, unless . 

they be assaulted in the garrison, before the d^^y appointed 

' for the delivery of them up ; and in the mean time there is , 

■ no act of hostility to be done to the said garrison, or any . 

belonging to them,, by the 'forces* of tiie parliame&t by lea . 

o^ land.. 

JCV. That the day before the surrender of the garriddn, , 
the country shall be ordered to pay unto all officers six weeks . 
pay, according as tl^ey usually received, and the soldtefa' a i 
youths, as they received, ana that in the mean time none oi , 
the said |;arrison shall intermeddle with, or molest any par«e - 
ton residing within the same. 

XVI. That before the surrender of the garrison, a £eld' J 
o^cer shall be given on each side* i 

XVII, And that the hbstages given on the behalf of the • 
besiegers, tball be sent to Charlemont or Enni^killcn, and 

* there 

C8 
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•nmmonei before the eommlssioners of the Rtim|»9 
'colonek Venables, Barrow, Jones, and Hill, and 
niajora Morgan and Allan. The cause of this sum- 
moning was to get them to take an oath esXLe^ the 
engagement, instead of the oath of allegiance and 
supremacy, by which they were to abjure king, lords, 
-and comnnons. When assembled they loyally refused 
to take the oath, and declared, that the then rufin|r 
government was an usurpation ;, upon which the 
cooimissioners formed a design of transportisg them 
to Munster, and had a ship lying off for that purpose ; 
but accounts arriving of Cfornvrell haviog dissolved 
the Rump, the design was abandoned^ Among thote 
who refused to take this oath, was Arthur Upton, 
esquire, ancestor to lord Templeton (78). 

^666. About tiie beginning of May, the garrison, 
consisting of about 200 nien, mutinied, for want Qt£ 
Iheir pay, and choosing corporal Dillon for their com- 
mander, seized the town and castle. On the ^5th o£» 
same month, the earl of Arran, son to the duke of 
' Ormond, arrived by sea in the Dartmouth frigate, 
with four companies of guards, and he assaulting the 
•own by sea^ and Sir William flowers by land, th« 

mutineers 

there t^ rex^ain, until our safe arrivAl at Cloghwag^hter, or 
at any other place according to these articles, at which 
time he is to retam safe back with the convoy of horse, 
whereupon both hostages are to be delivered back. 

Lastly, all these articles are to be truly and really obser- 
ved by both parties, provided always thai Ifia the mean* 

. time such an army or party shall march into these quarter* 
to the relief of said garrison, as shall overpower the said 
party besieging, and thereby become masters of the field 

. in these quarters of the country, then these articles*^ shaH be 
Toid, and the garrison in its former condition. In Confirm- 

'. ation and ratification of all which, to be truly and really 
preformed on both parts,, we have hereunto interchangeably 
set •ur hands sad seals, this 2d day of November, 1649. 

signed and sealed, 
(?•} Presbyterm Loyahy*«-Lodge^8 P«eragt. 
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mutineers were forced to retreat into the castle, with 
the loss o^DUlon their commander and two others. 
The eafKalso lost two soldiers. Next day the duke 
of Ormend arrived J&om Dublin with the horse guards, 
and the mutineers., sufrendered , at discretidn. Up- 
wards of one hundred were immediately tried, and 
Bine exeoiited ;;^th« companies to which they belong- 
ed w«-e likewise disbanded (79 )» The corporation 
- received thanks from the government, for their loyalty 
on this occasion, and gave a splendid entertainment to 
the earl of Arran 5 in July following, the mayor for 
the time being, was appointed to command a company 

of milftia raised foe the defence of the place (S0)<^ 

For the letter of his appointment, see appendix num- 

ber.l. 

In the summer of 1€T0, the army being all dr^wn 

to the Curragh of Kildare, this town and castle were 

garrisoned by the militia company of* this place, Au/- 

tkony Horseman, esquire mayor, commanding (81). 
Eaiiy in l6S9f the town was besieged by the prQ- 

testants, for king William, but without success (82). 
Monday August 12th, same year, duke Schomberg 

arrived in this bay, with about 90 vessels, having on 

bpard near 10,000 ram, but rather badly appointed,. 

and disembarked the following day, at Groomsport, 

nesor BaHgor. On marching to Bel&st the enemy re* 
' tired to this place, where five regiments of foot, and 

sotne horse were sent on the 20th to invest the town. 
. The place was then summoned in form, but General 

Mac Carty Moor^ the commander, not agreeing to 
, the terms proposed, batteries were raised, the trenches 

€>pened on the 22d, and the- siege carried on in form* 
[ Six armed vessels also annoyed the garrison by sea..— 

By the 26th, the besiegers had thrown in about 1000 
■ bombs, and made several breaches in the walls, and all 

things being ready for an assault, the garrisoa amouot- 

ing 

(79) Cot's History of Ireland— Records of the Corporation.- 
(SOjlhid. (81) Ibid. («8j Gordon'! History of Ireland; 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



20 

ing to %!>00 men* sutreudered on the 27tK Aagmt 
(83). The Insh had about 250 men kHkd during the 
siege,. and the duke about the same numhtr.— Shortbf 
Hfter the surrender Richard Dobbs, esquire, mayor, 
waited on duke Sehomberg, in ' the market* place, and 
tendered his sword by his setjeant. The duke gr«« 
cidusly returned the sword to the mayor, who had 
been a particular sufferer during the siege, hating beeti 
confined by the besieged in the common jaiL On the 

(8:5) Storey** Hist, of the Warsof Ireland. Parker*t Memoirs. 
Attidtfs of agreement between frederick, duke of Scbom- 
b<^g, general of their ma(jesty*s forces, and colonel: 
Charles Mac Carty Moot:, governor of Carrie kfergus, Au- 
gust 27th 1689. 

I. That the garrison shall march out with flying coloort, 
arms, lighted matches and their oWn baggage, to-morrow by 
ten o'clock. 

II. That in regard |he garrison ar^ in such disorders, none 
be admitted into the town, but such a guard as we think 
fit to send to one of the gates, which shall immediately be 
(delivered to us, according to the custom of war. 

III. That the garrison shall march out to-morrow by ten. 
o*clock, and be conducted by a squadron of horse, to the 
nearest garrison of the enemy; and there shall be no 
crowding nor confusion when they march out« 

IV. That nothing be carried out of the town,, whiclr 
belongs to the protestants or other inhabitants. 

y. That the governor obliges himself to deliver all 
cannon, and oth«- sort of ar|ni,.anunuBiliOD, victuals of any 
kind, into the hands of any such comnnssary as shall t>e- 
ordered byus to receive them to-morrow morning. 

'VI. That if there be any thing due from the earrison to 
the inhabitants of the protestant religion, it shall be paid ;. 
and what bks been taken from them shall be restored. 

VII. That a safe conduct for all Che inhabitants of the 
.country, and such of the roman catholic clergy that came 
for sl^elter to this garrison, shall be allowed, and that they 
go to their respective habitations,, together with their goods, 
aud there be protected, pursuant to lung M^lltam*s declaia^ 
tion, bearing date che^^ of Psbrukry.last past. 

. Vin. That care shall be taken of the sick and wounded 
men of the garrison, that cannot go along with the regi- 
ments; and that when they are ia a- condition to follow £he 
rest, they shall have our pass. 

" ' *" • r ' * 8csoMiia«« ' 
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dUy after \^e tuntnder, the duke, and nearlj iH tbft* 
forces returned to Bel£Ei8t (84).. 

1690^ June 14th^ king tVUliam landed here from.. 
the Mary yacht, attended by prince George of Den* 
naarky the duke of OrmOBdy.the eaila of. Oxford ^ 
Scarborough, and Manchester, the honourable Mr. . 
Boy]e» and many persons of distinction. He tarned 
only about half an hour after landing, and set off in . 
duke Schomberg's carriage for ^Ifast. A large stono 
at the point of &e pier is still called by his name, from^ 
kis liaving^ set his-feot on k Whai landing (85). 

1704. The duke of Ormond arsiTed here, and waa« 
tplendldly entertained by Edward Clements, esquire, 
mayor. The corporation also presented his grace, by 
the hands of Edward l^yndon, esquire, recorder, with> 
the freedom of the place, in a gold box, value i^l8>. 
<86). 

1711. March 81 St. eight women were tsied here, 
(in the county of Antrim court), for witchcraft. Th©. 
particular act alleged against them, was tormenting: 
a Mrs. Dunbar, of Island-magee. The circumstance a 
on the trial appeared as follows : The afiHcted person 
being in a house lately occupied by a Mrs. Hattrige, 
who, according to report, died by witchcraft, found 
an apron which had be«i missing some time, tied with 
nine knots, which knots she untied, without the least 
Guspioion of harm. Immediately after, she fell into 
violent (its, and cried that a knife was run through 
her thigh, and ihat she was ^rmented by three 
women whom she minutely defcribed. Shorly aftei 
she accused five others, tho' unacquainted with them. 
Those persons were ihstsmtly sent for from different parts 
of the country, and the person afflicted appeared to 
suffer more torture as they approached the house; and 
she complained with nnore than usual vehemence of the 
tortui« inflicted by a ■!■ ! Latimer, of Carrickfergus. 

Several 

(84) Records of the Corporation — Story's History of the 
Wars of Ireland. (85) Records of the Corpcratior. — Lelar d's 
History of Ireland — From Tradition of «ld latvabitaziu^ 
(96) Records of the Corporation. 
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Several witnesses produced a considerable quantity ot 
pins, buttons, feathers, yarn, Sec. and swore tbat theyt 
caught them in their hands* as they fell from.the ifiouth 
of the afflicted, who yomited.theni» They also swore tl^at 
the clothes ofiten slid off the bed ;. and that t)ie afflicted • 
was at one time carried off the be J» and laid on the 
Boor by an imperceptible power ! la the defence . 
of the accused, it appeared that they were all. hoiieat» 
industrious people ;' that they had received the com*, 
monion, and geiierally prayed bpth in pliblic and; 
private* 

Judge Upton, charged the juryt and observed the, 
regular attendance of tiMt.accuse4 oo both piil^lic tfid 
private worsHip } and giving hi« opyiionr that thci 
jcny could liot bring in the perloat guilty; u^n the 
•ole tettimon^r of the afflicted pereon^tf visioaary 
images. Justice McCartney tpoke afterwards, and 
gave it as hit opinion, that the jury on the evidence ad« 
duced,. might find them guilty ; which they did ac- 
cordingly 1 Tradition says, those wometn were some 
time imprisoned, and pilioned here on several market 
diys for this all?dged crime (87)* 

172 k The corporation protested strongly against 
Woods Halfpence, Anthony Horseman, esquire, 
mayor (38), 

1752. October 1 2th, Richard Taylor, Andre\Y 
Granger, Samuel M'Cullen, and Daniel Kirk, were 
killed at the castle by the bursting of an old cannon y 
the gunner having wadded it with wet hay (89). 

• 1760. February Slat, commodore Thurot arrived 
in this bay with the following ships ; Bellisle, 4 1 guns^ 
Le Bhnd, 32, and Terpsichore,^ 23, and proceeded 
t3 land about 800 men at Kilroot point, about two 
miles north<east of the castle. These men were 
formed into two divisions, aiid immediately attacke4 
the town. The garrison cDosistingofabout 180 men, 
of general Sirode's regiment, ^62d> mostly recruits) 

commanded 

(87) Hibernian Magazine, January 17 7. '5— Tradition of 
okl inhabitanti. (J^H) Records of the Corporation. (89) 
Parish Kegiatcr— ^nun tradiiion of. old. inhabitant v 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



«3 

^onsmaKfled by coknel JeaningSi made t ^gonoot 
defence (torn the town-wall and .gardens, apd after* 
wsffds retreated into tlie castk. The enemy then 
advanced and forced the castle gate* which they en« 
tered» but were beat bade with considerable loss, and 
obliged to -retreat under cover of the adjacent houses* 
Of uiis tenqporary cessation the garrison were enabled 
to take no advantage, for having expended all their 
scmrounition, they were obliged to surrender on honour- 
able tenns. The enemy's loss is supposed to hawe been 
near 40 killed, among whom <were three officers 4 ^d 
-^tween 40 and BO wounded, am<Ag whom were 
4^cntnl Clobert, chief commander of the land for. 
^ees. The garrison bad only two killed, and three 
wounded.'* Thurot was for landing at White- 
liouse and surprizing Belfast, but to this plan the 
•<3enerai objected, fearing to be harassed by leaving a 
garrison in Jm rear .(90). 

They ;%-embarked on Tuesday the ^6th same 
«month, ac 4 p. m. in some confusion, being appre- 
hensive of an attack on their roar ; and carried along 
with them IVilloughby Chaplin, esquire, mayor, and 
<3eorge Spaight, esquire, port surveyor. Both those 
' gentlemen w«re on board the Bellei^ '^heuxtaken (91 }• 
for further particulars ^ee' l^pp«)dix, No» 2. 

M. Thurot, 

* The H^llowiiig *cic«siniitancc took place ^ the parties 
^»ere engaged ; and xieserves to be recorded a$ an instance 
•f true courage and Jiumanity. — ^While the. English, and 
French were wasmly ex^ged in one of the streets, Thomas 
£eedt, a ^hild, -son of John Seeds, ran playfully between 

' ^em ; which a Brenoh soldier observing, be advanced bet- 
ween the£Fe«»took4ip the child, and conveyed it to a place 

. -of sa(fety; then instantly returning, resumed his hos- 
tilities — Collet-— From tradition of old inhabitants. 

(90^ Gordon's History of Ireland — From tradition of old 
inhabitants. ( 9 H Thurot^s squadron were all captured on the 
S8th same ^montli, otf the Isle of Mann, by a squadron 
under Captain Elliot, consisting of the .^his, Pallas, 
'and Brilliant, frieates. The action continued about an 
hour and a half, in which commodwe Thurot vras killed. 
The French had near 300 killed and woun<^ed; the English 
5 killed, SI w(mnded. vide cajit, Elliott i letter t9 lord lieui. 
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- M. 1rhufx>t; * during his tUy appear^ mucTi of ttie 
^geiitldnan« poflessiag Uiat affiaible gaiety so peculiar to 
that nation to which he Monged ; "yet many of tHe 
-inhabitants were plundered of their oropertyt and 
even the trhurch robbed of ita plate (9a). The fol- 
lowing year government granted a 'full compensatiom 
' to the inhabitants \ the sum granted was £4429 Os. 2\d. 
about i^OO of which was afterwards returned to go- 
temmeot (93). ^ 

1775. In Septeinbefi a most tremendous gust of 
wind from the S. W. accompanied with yicdent 
thunder^ passed through a /part of this district| 
tearing -out by t^ root seteral large trees, ainl Wow- 
ing down hay.ricks, '&c» This was said to be a bat« 
tie between the Irish and Scotch fairies (94). 

1^78. Monday, April 20th, the famous fHtulJooes, 
• in the Ranger, an American vessel, arrived at the entrance 
tof this bay, and hoisting signal for a pilot, a fishing boat 
belonging to this town went along side, t>f the hands 
'of which ne inimediatety made prisoners. These men he 
examined separately^ • respecting the force of the gar- 
rison, and the number of guns carried by the DmLe* 
an armed vessel then lying opposite the castle, and 
being informed of her force he lay off till ni^t, when 
he entered the bay with an intention to board the 
Drake by surpriee. Flood^tide and a brisk gale^ du- 
eling a snow shower, prevented his laying .the Ranger 
along side the Drake ; on which he instantly left toit 
^y, and reaching' the 6)cptch shore landed about 40 
men near Kirkcudbright, and plundered the casde of 
lord Selkirk, t^'rom thence he ptOceeded to White* 
haven, and about 12 o'clock on the night of Thurs- 
day, 21st April, he landed there with about 40 men. 
Spiked the guns on the batteries, burnt several vessels 
in the harbour, and retiil-ned without the loss of a man. 

Friday 

*Thurot*s wat^h, a single cased golj ont, it at prestnt in 
|iOstesfion of a gentleman near Belfast, and ^oes welL 

(92) Parish Register. (9^) From tradition of old lahabi. 
^aats. (94) Ibid. 
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Friday 24th, same month, he again appeared at the 
entrance of this bay ; the Drake proceeding to recon- 
noitre> an engagement ensued^ when Captain Burden 
who commanded the Drake, being killed, and Lieu- 
tenant Dobbs, second in command mortally wounded, 
the men, wiio were mostly young hands got into con» 
fusion, and she was forced to strike to the Ranger, after 
an action of one hour and fifteen minutes. The Drake 
had 2 killed ^nd 25 wounded ; the Ranger 3 killed, 
and 5 woumied. The force of the vessels with 
respect to guns were nearly equal, the Drake car- 
ried 20 guns, four pounders ; the Ranger 18 dx 
pounders. Shortly after the action, Paul Jonea 
liberated the fishermen, ^giving them a boat and 
provisions to carry them home, ^so the main sail of 
the Drake (95). 

In 1798, this castle was a state prison, and conti« 
nued 80 for several years after* 

(95) From the accounts of the Fishermen whcr were ta- 
ken by Paul Jone9, some of whom are still alive. 



END OF PART FIRST. 
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THE 

HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES 

" OF THE 

COUNTY OF THE TOWN 

OP 

CAKRICKFEEGUS^ 
p^Trt^gond. 



It has been already observed, that in all likeliboody 
^o town was here prior to the coming of the English ; 
and this opinion is still farther confirmed by the an- 
nexed plan, taken previous to its being surrounded with 
walls. The town, as laid down in this plan, has no 
regular streets, consisting chiefly of a few castellated 
houses, each called by the name of its respective 
owner ; among whi:h we see those of Sendall and 
Savage, families who arrived with De Courcy, 

The other dwellings seem to be small cabins, 
probably of clay ; as the records of the place under 
1593, mention as a remarkable event, houses of lime 
and stone beginning to be erected that year. On the 
north and west, the town appears to have been pro- 
tected by a* broad fosse : the church of St. Nicholas, 
within, (except the spire) seems nearly as at present. 
The tower of the castle seems in proper form, but 
there are na half-moons ; their architecture indeed, 

fully 
D2 
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fullf demonstrates that they arc not coeval with the 
tower, or keep. Near the place where the markets are 
now held, stood a large cross called Great Patrick ; 
and a pile of buildings, formerly a franciscan 
monastery, is seen to the right ; near which is Wyrol- 
tower or castley a prisoa belonging to this county. 
From the monastery being noticed as *< late a fnar't 
house,'' the ^ate cf the original plan, is in some 
degree ascertained ; for the monastery was dissolved 
at the general dissolution of monastic houses about 
1542 ; the town began to be walled with lime and 
stone in 1^5 (l)* and between those timet this 
survey must have been taken. 

This plan serves in some measure to shew the un« 
civilized state of the countrv, at that period ; therq 
being do public roads into tliis town thb' then the 
roost important settlement of the province; and 
only two paths, the one leading to Glenarmi and 
thfe other to Belfet. 

Having laid before the tezdtry the most ancient 
plan of the town, with some explanatory observatioos, 
I iM>w resume my t^laEiion ; poihti^ out as cattch as 
possible what changes have taken place, since the 
iaking of the forementioned plan. 

Shortly after the burning of the town by Brian 
Mac Phelimy, the inhabitants who had suffered much 
in that affair, seem to have thought itjjyecessary to put 
the town in a better state of defence ; and the fol- 
lowing year a general meeting was held, where they 
resolved as follows. <* 1 574, October 1 0th, this present 
day it was ordered and agreede by the sherifi's, burgessea 
«nd commonalty, that there should be a Vamour f 
of soddsi or turf, rounde aboute the towne, for the 
defence or better strengtheoing of the inhabitants cf 
the same^i- which ^lould be finished by the whole 
• corporation ; 

* • • 

(>) Recordft of the Corpofatiea. 

f Vamour, — ^Thi» is evidently of French extraction; 
Van-mour^ or Avant-mufi^ a term of fortification^ (ignifyin^ 
avrall in fiqat^ 



.r 
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corporation ; the four mounts at the foiu- comers of 
the towne excepted, which was made and compiled 
at the charge of the province. Whidh Vamour as . 
dcforesaid was finished within one month after the 
decree was made {2)." 

This manner of fortifying seems to have added very- 
little to the security of the town, for the following 
year it was attacked by Sorley Boye Mac Donnell j 
who was not repulsed, until both soldiers and inha- 
bitants had sustained considerable loss. * Soon after 
this event, Sir Henry Sidney, lord deputy, arrived, 
and gave orders to surround the town with a wall 
oi lime and stone* and the corporation in order to 
iurther so desirable an object, contracted with the 
deputy to wall from the castle on the N. E. along 
the shore, unto a place called Mill- mount (3) ; at 
five shillings per foot, in length ; every foot to be made 
' seven feet thick, in the foundation,8ixteen feet in height, 
and four in breadth, on the top of the wall. The 
owners of the ground on which this wall was built, 
received sixpence per running foot, from the govern* 
fnent as a recompence for the loss of the same {4). 

Notwithstanding the mutual vrish of both govern- 
ment and corporation, the walling was soon laid 
asidfe by a complication of causes ; the chief of which 
was the removal of Sir Henry Sidney, who resigned 
the office of deputy in August, 1578. Sir William 
Drury and Arthur lord Gray, his successors, were 
kept so very busy in the south, by the invasion of 
the Spaniards and the rebellion of the earl of Des- 
mond 

(S) Records of the Corporation. (3) By the Mill mount 
is probably meant one of the mounts of defence, near a mill, 
which stood adjoining the Water gate; the water which 
turned it came down where the Jail-lane, alias Dawson-street, 
ts at present. — From an ancient plan of the town. (4) Records 
•f the Corporation. (5) CoxV History of Ireland, 

; Sec part first,-under date 157^. " 

D3 
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mond (5), that rery little attention was paid tathe^ 
aSairs of the north ; and no farther notice is taken 
^£ the walling until the reign oC James Ist, In the 
seventh year of the reign of that monarch, a treaty 
was entered into between the crown and corporation ; 
by which the town was to be walled in at the charge 
of the former and the corporation, ahd their successors 
were ever after to pay the crown £itO sterling, 
annually, by equal portions at michaelmas and easter 
(6), but it does not ^pear ever to have been paid. 

These walls were mostly built without the trench, 
noticed in the ancient plan, and flanked with seven 
bastions ; and at each Isastion, a small house for a 
aentinel (7), They are still pretty entire, commonly, 
about six feet thick towards the land, and about 
twenty feet high. The land side was also strengthened 
by a wet ditch, now nearly filled up. There were 
four gates, anciently distinguished by the foUow- 
ing.names : Spittal-gate (8), Woodburn gate, Water- 
gate, and Quay-gate. Spittal-gate, now North-gate, 
and Woodburn -gate, now lrl$h or West gate, were 
formerly entered by draw -bridges ; the draw-bridge 
of the latter remained within the memory of several 
persons now living, and the arch over the North-gate 
is yet staitading. Water-gate, until about forty years 
ago, was nearly opposite the southern end of tbe 
present county of Antrim court-house ; but the sea 
encroacking much, it was often impassabk, at high 
water, and leave being 4;)btained from the kte mar- 
quis of Donegall, to make a road through the court of 

Joymouut 

(6) In April 1714, Francis B«arnard, esqiiire,^ hcf Majesty*! 
solicitor general, sued the^ corporation for the arrears of 
this contract (set appendix No, 3) but as all records of the 
place take no farther . notice of this bissinesf, it in all 
likelihood was laid aside. (7) From an ancient plan of the 
town. (8) Spittal-gate is believed to have taken this nam^ 
from being the way which led to the hospital oi St, Bridget, 
fr St.Bridei. 
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Joymount house, a breach was made in oiie of the 
eastern bastions, which is ever since called the Scotch-* 
gate. 

Joymount housci or castle, began to be built by 
Sir Arthur Chichester in 1610 ; but as the date over 
one of the gates was 1618, it was not finished in all like- 
lihood, till that time. Some vestiges of this building 
still remain, and the oral history of the place says, 
that it was a large square building J 12 feet each way, 
with lofty turrets at each corner, having 365 windows, 
52 doors, and 12 chimneys. The following account 
of this structure is given by an anonymous English 
traveller, who landed here in 16.34 : *' The only grace, 
gays he, of this towne is the lord Chichester's house; 
which is a very stately house, or rather like a prince's 
palace ; whereunto there belonges a stately gate-houie, 
and graceful terrace ; and walke before the house, as 
att Denton, my lord Fairfax* house. A very fine hall 
there is, and a stately staircase, and faire dining-reom, 
carrying the proportion of the hall : fine gardens, and 
mighty spacious orchards, and they say they have 
good store of fruite" (9). Sir Arthur is said to have 
given this building the name of Joymount, in honor of 
Charles Blount, lord Joymount. 

The early buildings of hme and stone, in the coun- 
try, appear to have been little castles, similar to those 
of the town ; in the southern part of the west cEvisioa 
of the liberties, are the remains of an ancient building 
called castle Lugg (10), and in the middle division 
(Duncrew), are some ruins of a castellated mansion, 
inclosed by a deep fosse, near three yards wide, and 
about 300 in circumference. Several lots of ground 
also still retain the name of their former buildings, 
although not a vestige remains, :1s Joy's castle, Birk's 
castle, &c. 

From 

' (9) Anthologia HIberpica. (10) The Luggt were a very 
distinguished family of this place in the reigii of £ltssabcHi. 
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From Carrickfcrgus becoming early the chief for- 
treis of the north, the military force kept up was, 
usually, pretty considerable 5 the following is a correct 
list of the troops and commanders in 1 599 ; Sir Ar- 
thur Chichester, commanding r 

Horse, commanded by Neal M* Hugh 50 

Foot, — Sir Arthur Chichester... 200 

._«-. ^ — Sir Richard Peircy. ...... 100 

■■ ^ Captain Eington 100 

— — Captain Norton. 100 

Total 530 (II). 

In 1601, it was still more numerous, consisting of 
the following corps, under the orders of Sir Arthur 
jChichester: 

Horse, commanded by Sir Arthur Chichester... 25 

■ Captain Jolm Jephson.... 100 

Foot, ' Sir Arthur Chi<:he8ter..., 200 

■ I _———_. Sir Fouike Conway 150 

_ ■ Captain Egerton , 100 

-«^ 1 , Captain Norton...., 100 

■■ _«_.— Captain Billings 100 

— ^ Captain Philips 100 

Total 825 (12). 

On the accession of James Istj Sir Arthur Chiches- 
ter was appointed governor ; in 1603, the garrison wat 
composed of the following corps : 

Horse, commanded by Sir Arthur Chichester... 35 

Foot, • Sir Arthur Chichester... 200 

■ Sir Francis Conway 150 

M : Captain Roger Langford 100 

^_ — ' ■ Captain Thomas Phillips 100 

•....• I I Captain Henry Sackford 400 

Total...... 675 (IS). 

Thii 
(II) Moryt9A*t History ollrcland, (12) Ibid. (IS) Ibid, 
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This phce wai formerly dntingukhed for lU rdi* 
^ui foundationB, In l2S2f a monastery of Francis* 
can^ ^r Gray Friars, was founded here hy Hiif h De 
X^acy, carl x>f Uk&er. 1243, the earl of Ulster, Ge» 
raid Fitz-Maurice, and Richard De Burgh, were in- 
terred here .(14). 1408, Hugh Mac Adam Mac GiU 
more, ^ fanoous Irish rohher, who is said to hare de- 
.atroyed forty sacred edifices, took refuge ia an oratory 
of the church belonging to this monastery, in which 
'lie was soon after slam by soa^ of the English settlen 
of the name of Savage. Mac Gilmore is said to have 
previously robbed the windows of the church of its 
^ron bars, through which the Savages entered more 
easily when they slew him. The cause of this parrel 
was that Mac Gilmore ia 1407, had taken Patrick and 
Hichard Savage prisoners, and received 2000 marks ^ 
as a ransom for their liberty, but afterwards basely 
murdered them (15). 1497, Ncile MCabe O'NciU 
reformed this friary to the order of strict observance. 
1510, this monastery was in such repute, that a geaeral 
chapter of the order was held in i^ ' After the general 
•uj^ression of religioua houses, it remained for some 
time as a store to the garrison, but was afterwards, with 
/its appurtenances (six acres of land), granted to Hugh 
Mac Neil Oge, by Edward VI. m \5S2 (ir>). It 
afterwards came into the possession of Sir Edmuitd 
Fitzgerald, and was then known by the name of the 
palace ; he assigned it to Sir Arthur Chichester, who, 
in 1 5 1 O9 began to build the castle ia its site, called Jcy • 
mount (17). 

About half a mile west of the tovm, on the west 
bank of a small river called Woodburn, is the site of 
the priory of Goodborn, or Woodborn, also supposed 
to have been called Druin-la-croin j dedicated to the 
Holy Cross, and a daughter of the abbey of Dry- 
burgh 

(14) Ware's Antiquities— Archdall's Monasticor — Han- 
BVer*8 Chronicle. (15) Archdali's Monasticon — Marlebur- 
rough's phronicle. (16) Archdall*8 Monasticon — Recordt 
cf the Corporation— <;oi?s History of Ireland. (1") Arciv* 
ball's Monatticon, 
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burgh, in Scotland (18). From some ruins which 
remained till lately, it appeared to hare been pretty- 
extensive, forming a large square : vestiges of the mills 
which were formerly attached to the priory are yet to 
be seen. 

The founder of this priory is not positively known, 
byt is believed to have been one of the Bissets, a fa- 
mily who fled from Scotland about the year 1242, for 
the murder of Patrick, earl of Athol ; some of whom 
are believed to have founded this priory in atonement 
for that act. In 1 326, friar Roger Outlaw, prior of 
Kilmainham, and lord chancellor of Ireland, granted a 
lease of certain lands to Longadel Manster, and dates 
the grant ahhatiam de fVoodebome (19). 

By a report made February 1st, 1540, the annual 
Talue of this priory, besides reprises, was ten shillings* 
March 1st, 1542, Gillreath M*Cowagh, the last abbot, 
resigned this priory into the hands of the king's com- 
missioners. The abbot was then seized of a certain 
parcel of land lying about the priory (tradition says, 
fifteen acres), and of the rectory of Entroia, or An- 
trim ; the tythes of sixteen townlands in the Ruets, 
belonging to the rectory of Killaboy, alias Killalog, 
likewise the rectory of Cnolille and Cammoney, in the 
same county, the tythes of two townlands in Island* 
Magee, then called Bally por magna, and Ballypor 

garva, now called Ballyprior great, and Ballyprior 
ttle (20). 
The lands of this priory, from its dissolution, were 
held by the crown, until granted by James I. to Sir 
Arthur Chichester (21), and are still free of tythe. 
In clearing oS the rubbish of this abbey several an- 
cient coins were found, both of silver and copper, some 

of 

(IH) Archdall'a Monasticdn. — ^The ruiiis of Dryburgh 
abbey stand on the north bank of tbe river Tweed, North 
Britain, nine miles west of the town of Kelso. (19) Ibid.- — 
I'he monks were of the order of Premofistratensis, wbite 
canons ; their habit was a white cassoc, a rocket over it,- a 
long white cloak, and white" cap- (20) Ibid- (21) GranU 
of James I. to 5ir Arthur ChichcEter. 
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of wluch are in the possession of Mr. Richard C\^^ 
lin, Woodburn. 

Adjoining the eastern suburb of the town is the site 
of the hospital of St. Bri4get, or St. Bride, an ancient 
monastic foundation ; said to have been for the recep- 
tion of lepers (22). Some vestiges remained till with- 
in these few years, and the lands' on which it stood, 
and several fields adjacent, are yet free of tythe, and 
retain the name of the Spittal-parks. Spittal, anciently 
signified the same as hospital, as appears from the 
works of Shakspeare and many others. There is no 
- record nor account when this hospital was foimded, 
not by whom. On digging, a few years ago, within • 
the site of this hospital, some silver coins were found of 
Edward III. also several small brass hammers, the 
original use of which I have not been abje to discover; 
perhaps they were worn by the abbots of a certain order 
of monks, as emblematic of their office. In the an- 
nexed plate, figure 1st, is an exact representation .of 
one of these curious hammers ; figure 2d, h part of 
the shaft, which screws asunder ; the drawing was 
taken from one in the possession of Mr. Thomas Mil- 
lar, Carrickfergus. 

After the general dissolution of monastic houses, 
this hospital and its lands were retained for .severtil 
years by the crovra, until granted by James I to Sir 
Foulke Conway, at the yearly rent of thirteen shillings 
and fourpence ; he afterwards assigned them to Sir* 
Arthur Chichester, who received a confirmation of the 
lame from the crown (23). - 

A little west of the site of this hospital, is a well, 
aeatly inclosed with stone, called Bride-well; the 



(22) Tradition of old inhabitantt. — Leprosy was formerly 
Tery common in this kingdom, owing to the inhabitants 
living so much on fi^sh, particularly swine's, and neglecting 
to deprive it of its crude juices ; and fc»r the reception of 
lepers, itumerous hoaxes wfere erected throught the kingdom* 
*^Lfdwich*i Antiquities. t)r. Eoatr, in his Natural History 
of Ireland, s^s leprosy arose from the people eating salmon 
when out of season. (23; Grants of James I. to Sir Ar^Jiur 
Chichester, 
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name is probably corrupted from St. Bride's well. It 
being usual to haTe a welly ne^ i^lig^ous. houses^ 
dedicated to the saint (24). 

About two miles N. W. of the town, in the middle 
dirision of the Hberdes, are the ruins of two ancient 
churches, the one is now called Killyann, i. e. Ann's 
church; the other Caimrawsey, anciently Killyrawsey, 
i. e. the church among the shrubs. The latter is said 
to hafe been formerly attached to the rural deanery of 
Maheramom, alias Mudhom, and to hare been then 
called Hassle. On digging about its ruins, a few 
years ago, several silver coins were found of Henry V. 
some of which are in the possession of George Bur- 
leigh, esquire, of Burleigh-hilL 

From Carrickfergus being early the chief English 
settlement in the north of Ireland, it soon became a 
place of considerable trade. Prior to the reign of 
Elizabeth, it is mentioned as the principal place of 
commerce in Ulster (25) ; which account is also 
somewhat corroborated by Holinshed, who, in his 
chronicle, ranks it among the chief haWn towns of 
Ireland. The protection of the garrison, and nu- 
merous privileges granted by the kings and queens of 
England, doubtless contributed not a little to this 
superiority ; in the reign of EHzabeth, we find the 
commercial affairs of the place governed by a guild 
of merchants, called " free merchants of the guild.*^ 
In 1596, by an act of assembly, the number of this 
guUd was restricted to twenty, and no others of the 
place were suffered to buy or sell any kind of 
merchandize under a penalty of ten pounds, and 
besides, if freemen, to loose their freedom (26). 

The privileges of this guild were confirmed by 
James I. as wiu appear m«re {idly by an extract fimn 
the charter granted by him* ** j^nd furthermoiie^^ 
of our more ample special grace, certain knowledger 
and mere motion, for ust our heirs and succesiorsi we 

give 

(24) Ledwich*t Aatiquides (95) Harrit' Hist«ry of 
|lhe county of Dowo. (26) Record's of the Corpasatioa. 
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^ve and grant unto the said mayor, burgesses, and 
commonalty of Knockfergus aforesaid, and, to their 
successors, that they, and their successors for ever, 
may have within the said town of Knockfergus, and 
tlie Uberties and franchises of the same town, a staple 
of merchants in as ample manner and form to aU 
intents and purposes as the citizens of the city of 
Dublin hath or doth enjoy the same in our said city 
of Dublin, and that every mayor of the said town 
of Knockfergus, for and during the year next fol- 
lowing the expiration of his office of mayor of the 
tame town, shall be mayor of the staple of the same 
town of Knockfergus ; and that two others of the 
burgesses of the same town, whom the mayor, sheriffs, 
burgesses and commonalty of the same town shallchoose, 
shall be constables of the aforesaid town for the same 
year, and that the said mayor, and constables, for 
the time being, shall have fulhpower and authority 
during their aforesaid office?, to execute, take, and 
certify all recognizance of the staple, to hold all 
pleas of the staple, and to do all other things apper- 
taining or necessary for the office of mayor or con- 
stables of the staple within the same town or the. fran * 
chises of the same^ in as ample manner and form toall 
intents and purposes as the mayor and constables of 
the city of Dublin, notwithstanding the statute of 
staple, made in a parliament held in the ^Tth year of 
the reign of Edward the III. some time king of 
England, or any other statute, art, ordinance, restraint, 
cause, provision or matter whatsoever, to the contrary 
notwithstandhig " (27). 

The corporation also enjoyed the third part of all 
the customs of the ports, wivhin the jurisdiction of 
the mayor. The following is the confirmation by 
^ James I. ; ** And furthermore of our ample grace, 
certain knowledge, and mere motioil^ for us, our heirs, 
and successors, we give, grant, and confum unto the 
•ai(f mayor, sheriffs, burgesses, and commonalty, of 

thg 

(27) Charter of Jamei Ist. 
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tKe town of Knockfergus aforesaid^ and to their suc- 
cessors for ever, the third part of all and singular our 
customs, as well great as small, to be divided into thre« 
parts, and all and several sums of money due and pay* 
able unto tts, our heirs, and successors, for such cus* 
toms hereafter to be paid for, and concerning any 
Wares and merchandize whatsoever from time to time 
brought or carried, or to be brought or carried into 
•ur port of the town of Knockfergus aforesaid, or 
into any other port, bay, or creek belonging to the 
•aid town of Knockfergus, lying and being betwiat 
the sound o^ Fairforeland, in the county of Antrim, 
and the Beerlooms, in the county of Down ; also for 
and concerning all wares and merchandize whatsoever 
from time to ^me shipped, loaded, or exported c,«^ 
from, or out of the said port or haven Knockfergus^ 
of, from, or out of any other haven, creek, or bay, or 
any other place within the bounds of Fairforeland and 
Beerlooms aforesaid, or from any one or any of them, 
always excepting out of this our grant, and reserving 
unto us, our heirs, and successors, the other two parts 
of the customs aforesaid, and of the sums of money 
due and payable, or from thenceforth to be due unto 
us, our heirs, ^nd successors by reason of the said 
custom" (28 )• 

By the same charter it is also declared unlawful for 
any person to ** discharge, unload, or unship | carry, 
export, or convey any grain, hides, tallow, wool, linen 
yarn, cloth of all sorts, or any other commodities or 
merchandiye whatsoever, in or to, out or from, any 
port, bay, or creek within the bounds of Beerlocmt 
and Fairforeland aforesaid, (the bays or creeks of 
Belfast, Bangor, or Older-fleet, only excepted) except 
in or out, or to, or from the port or quay of the town of 
Knockfergu?, under the pain of forfeiting of all and sin« 
gular such commodities and merchandize, so discharged 
or unloaded, unshipped, carried out or transported, 
to the aforesaid mayor, sheriffs, burgesses and conp- 

monatty 

fi9) Cfcmrler of Jnmcs 1st. 
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monalty of the town aforesaid and tb their successorty 
for thfe time. being" (29). 

Such peculiar privileges were certainly of infinite 
•ervice to the place, for by a return of the. amount 
of customs of this town arising from prohibited 

foods, and Sd. per pound on other goods due by law» 
)r seven years prior to i609, it appears to have beea 
the third in Ireland, and only exceeded by Dublia 
and Waterford (30). 

These privileges continued to be possessed by the 
corporation until 1637, at which time this grant 
proving predjudicial to the crown, the earl of 
Stafford prevailed on the corporation to surrender 
the same to the government for if 3,000, which wat 
to be laid out in the purchase of lands, for the bene- 
fit of the corporation, but it does not appear that 
any lands were purchased, nor what became of the 
money ! the trustees in this transaction were, Arthur 
Chichester, Arthur Hill, and Roger Lyndon (31)* 

Twenty one years after this contract, the common- 
alty presented a strong memorial to the assembly of 
aldbrmen and burgesses, respecting this money, which 
memorial concluded by stating '* that neither stock 
nor interest had been received during that time, 
though the corporation was very much in an'ears.'* 
(32). As the records take no farther notice of the 
business, it is Ukely . the commonalty -received n# 
redress. 

From the surrender alluded to, the trade of Gar- 
rickfergus rapidly decreased ; at present the customs 
of the port do not nearly pay the salaries o£ the 
officers employed in its collection. 

The town of Cirrickfergus at present, exhibits a 
much better appearance than that already described ; 
it extends along the northern shore of the bay (to 
which it gives name) nearly a mile. The streets 

withia 

(20) darter of James I. (30- Cox's History of IrelaadU 
(51) Records of the Corporation. (32; Ibid, 

E2 
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within tlie walls, are Broad- street, Castle -street, West- 
street, North- street, Essex-street,* or Crannagh-bann, 
Dawsoh-street, or Jail -lane, and Jdy mount-court. 
The latter is also the chief pubHc walk of the place. 
Lanes — Chester-lane, f or Butcher -row. Church -lane. 
Back-lane, Custom-house-lane, and Cork- hill. The 
houses are built either of stone or brick, mostly of 
the former, the greater part two or three stories 
high, within the walls, and generally slated ; many 
of the best having been built within these few years. 
However, a few of the houses still bear an air of 
antiquity; the most antique are built of brick, in 
frames of oak. Lamps were erected a few years ago ; 
they are pretty numerous, but in the suburbs they 
are so very few, that when lighted they only serve 
to make ** darkness visible.** 

The east suburb is called the Scotch-quarter ; and 
the west the Irish-quarter. They contain a greater 
Bumber of houses and inhabitants than the town, at 
may be seen by the following list, taken May 181L 

houses. inhabitants. 

In thfe town 21 S 985 

Irish-quarter—— 1 68 8 1 

Scotch-quartcr 1 2 2 56 1 

£03 t 2857 

Eighteen houses in the above list are licenced for 
the sSe of spirits, and thirteen for groceries. 

In 1797, the number of dwelling-houacs in the 
town and suburbs, was 452, (increase 51 houses). 
The Scotch, quarter was so called from a colony of 
fishers, who arrived here from A rgyle and Galloway 
shires, chiefly, during the persecution in Scotland 
about the year 1665, (33) ; they still retain their ori- 
ginal 

• Essex-street, is said to have obtained its name from an 
old brick house, part of which is yet standing, said to have 
been built by Walter Devereux, earl of Essex, governor, 
f Probably corrupted from Chichester-lane, | No houses 
are in this list but such as are inhabited. (S3) From tradi* 
tioa of old Inhabitants. 
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i ^nal calling* Tlie Irish-quarter had^ in all likriihoocT^ 

; its rise about the same time. In 1677 the duke of 

'. Ormondy then chief governor of the kingdom, and 

I council, by their proclamation, ordered all catholics 

to remove without the walls of forts, citiesj^ and cor* 
J- porate towns (S^). 

* ' The annexed modem plan represents the town as ■ 

: It appeared in 177^ : the chief alteration in its outlines^ 

since that period, is the erection of the court-house 
and jail of the county of Antrim, on the site of the 
then earl of Donegall's casllc, at that time a ruin. The 
other castleb before noticed, were j^so ruins. Some 

• t vestiges of Kane's castle still remain,, nearly opposite the 

custom-house* '■ 

' On a rising ground, wiihin the walls, stands the . 

f parish ch^uch, a very ancient building, having beeikj 

formerly the chapel of the monasteiy of St. Francis. . 

The subterraneous passage, by which it communicated' 
^ with the other, is still to be seen* It is built in the*' 

1^ form of a ci oss, with gothic windows, and dedicated j 
to St. Nicholas, the patron of rirg?n5 (S5). It wajj 

• called St. Nicholas within^ to distinguish it from one oft 
the same name without the walls, the site of which^ 

I is not now known. ^ The chaucel window is of stained. 

' glass, " wljich represents John (baptist]^, baptizing 

I Christ in Jordan, and is well executed ; two small 

I windows in the west are also of stained glass. These 

windows did not originally belong to the church, but 

were brought from the private chapel of Dangaa- 

house, county Mettsji> lately^ the seat of the marquia 

Wejlesley, Vmd were presented to tj>e parish as a gi£L 

by George Burleigh, esquire, of Burlfeigh-hiM.. 

There are two entrances into this chusA viz. oa 
the north and west ; that on the north is by a vestry 

room^ 

(H^ Til story of Ireland hy a Ttterarf fOcT^^f^frnt pfW of 
the town taken about a ^entury ag^o, there are only about 
. ten houses laid dowil in the Irith-^arter. (35) feuilerV 
lives of the Saint*. 
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room, built at the sole expence oF tlie late reverend 
Dean Dobbs, who is interred there in- a vault. In 
the south wall of the chancel opposite this entrance, 
IS a mural monument, erected to his memory with the 
following inscription. 

Sacred 

To the Memory of 

The Rev^, Richard Dobbs, A. M. 

Dean of Connor ; 
Whose life was devoted to a faithful 
Ic zealous discharge of Pastoral duties. 
Thro' a period of near Forty years- 
Possessed of a Temper calm and deliberate 
His Calmness was the result of Firmness 

of mind ; and his Deliberation wis- 

ilom. His Piety was unaffected apd sincere 

The affections of his Heart Streng and 

Permanent. 

He was called 

To receive the Everlasting Reward 

of his pious & charitable Labours 

©ne the IVth day of Febry. M,DCCC1I 

In the LXI, Year of his Age 

^ Multis ille Bonis Flebihs Occidit. 

In the chancel is interred Rose, countess of 
Antrim (36), second wife of Randal Mac Donnell, 
2d earl of Antrim, and daughter of Sir Henry 
O'Neill of Shanescastle, abas Edenduffcarrick, by his 
wife Martha, daughter of Sir Francis Stafford, of 
Portglenone, governor of Ulster (37), who is likewise 
interred here (38). The countess was interred 14th 
February 1682, according to her own request, by the 
rrave of her grandfather (39). The chancel was 
formerly hung with escutcheons of the ancient families 
to whom she was related ; they remained there till 
about 1752,. when the roof of the. chancel fell in, and 

destroyed 

(36) From tradition of old inhabitants. (37) Lodge's 
Peerage. (S8) From tradition of old inhabitants. (89} Ibid. 
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destroyed the whole (40). Here also lies the remain* 
ef that great benefactor of the place, Henry Gi'l, 
esquire, who died September 1761 ; there is neither 
monument nor inscription to mark out where he lies ! 
Near thir is the mural monument of Andrew Wil- 
loughby, esquire ; and near the pulpit that of the 
reverend Dean Opinshaw ; the inscriptions that were 
on these monuments are nearly obliterated. Adjoin.- 
ing the pulpit are the seats of the mayor, aldermen, 
burgesses, and sword-bearer, for the time being ; also 
two seats belonging to the most noble the marquis 
and marchioness of Donegall. 

On a slab on the floor, near the pulpit, is the ^ 
following inscription, in roman capitals. 

Here lyeth 

The body of Henry 

Clements of Sti*ade 

Esq. aged 52 years 

who departed this life 

The 2d. day of November ' 

1696 being then 

Mayor of Carrickfergus. 
In the north aisle is an ancient monument, of mar- 
ble and alabaster, belonging to the noble fam^W 
of Chichester. Sir Arthur Chichester, first lord 
baron Belfast, and his lady, are represented in effij^ies 
of alto-relievo, with long robes and ruiFs,in a praying 
posture, by their infant son Arthur, who lies between 
them. Beneath is the efiigy of Sir John Chichester, 
in armour, alse in a praying posture. In front of 
the pediment are the arms of the family in basso-re- 
lievo ; near the base are two tablets of black marble 
with inscriptions in roman capitals : the aisle is 
also hung with ensigns, armorial of the family. Over 
the entrance into this aisle, inside, is a tablet of white 
marble with an inscription to the memory of Arthur 
Chichester, third earl of Donegall, who was killed in 
Spain, at the fort of Monjuich. For both inscriptions 

tee 

(40) From tradition of old inhabitants. 
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•ee appendix No. 4. Beneath this aisle is a vautt 
formerly tised by this family for interment, in which 
are interred the following personages. Arthur Chi» 
Chester, son to Sir Arthur Chichester, lord baron Bel- 
fast, who died November 1606. 

Letitia Perrot, wife^ to Sir Arthur Chichester, 
baron Belfast, who died 27th November ] 620, inter* 
red here 10th January following. 

Sir Arthur Chichester, lord baron Belfast, who 
died in London 19th February 1624*, interred 24th 
October 162^ (41). 

Mary Denham, wife of Sir Edward Chichester, 
•first viscount Carrickfergus, who died at Belfast 2d. 
February 1637, interred here soon after. 

Arthur Chichester, first earl of Donegall, died at 
Belfast, 18th March 1674, interred May 20th 1675, 
he left to the poor of Carrickfergus £50^ and those of 
Belfast ae200. 

Lady Jane, lady Frances and lady Henrietta, were 
unfortuitately burnt in the castle of Belfast, in 1708, 
by the carelessness of a servant, who had put on a large 
fire to dry a room which she had washed. 

The 

(41) Lodge's Peeragt.- ^Arthur Chichester, was the. 

second son of 3ir John Chichester, of Rawley, or Raleigh, 
near Barnstaple, in Devonshire ; at an early age he entered 
Exter college, Oxford, but was only a grammar scholar 
there. In Oxford he remained but a short time, being 
obliged to fly into Ireland on account of some juTenile 
indiscretions, where he remained till his pardon was obtained 
from queen Elizabeth. On his return to England he re- 
ceived a commission in the navy, and was captain of one of 
the ships which defeated the Spanish Armada, in 1588. 
Shortly after this event he went out to the^V'cst-Indies, under. 
the command of Sir Francis Drake, and on. his return, went 
to Spain, a volunteer under the earl of Essex ; and hii 
relation, captain Paul Chichester, being killed there, the 
earl gave him his company. He afterwards served in 
Flanders, and was wounded in the shoulder at the siege of. 
Amiens, and for his distinguisheJ courage there, he received 
the honor of knighthood from Henry IV. king of France, 

and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



45 . 

The right honourable lady Catherine- Forbes, 
countess dawager of Donega}!} second wife of Arthur 
Chichester, third earl of Donegall, and only daughter 
of Arthur earl of Granard. She died at Abinger in 

Surry, 

and vras also made serjeant-major general of the forces under 
the command of Sir Thomas BoiskerviJI. While in gar- 
rison at Ostend, he was appointed to the command of a 
regiment of 1200 men, destined for Ireland, for which place 
^ he set out and landed at Dublin, but did not stop there, 
being ordered to Drogheda, Ii>Drogheda he remained some 
time, and was made serjeant-major general of the Army in 
Ireland, and in 1599, he commanded 200 men in Carrick- 
fergus. July, 1601, he took Castlereagh from Brian Mac 
Art (P'Neil), and in 1602 he marched hence with great 
part of the garrison, and assisted in erecting fort Mountjoy, 
of which he was made governor. April, 1603, Janfies I 
appointed him governor of Carrickfergus, with the salary 
of thirteen shilhngs and four pence per day, during life, 
also commandant of both the Clanubuys, bufferin, KilluTtaph, 
Killwarlin, the little Ards, the Route, and the Glynns ; with 
liberty to employ the forces in said ^places as he thought fit ; 
likewise admiral of Lough-neagh, by the title of Lough-chi- 
chester, also the fishery of said lough : he was made a privy 
counsellor of this kingdom same year. By patent, February 
1st, 1604, he was made lord deputy of Ireland, which place 
he held 12 years, and established two new circuits of the 
judges, viz. Connaught and Munster. In 1612, he was 
created lord baron Belfast; and 2d May, 1622, was ap- 
pointed ambassador from James I. to the princes of the 
German union. During his residence on the continent, he 
was in the city of Manheim, when it was besieged by count 
Tilly; from which he sent the count word that it was contrary 
to the law of nations to besiege an ambassador. To the mes- 
sage the count sent an answer, but took no notice of his being 
an ambassador ; on which he returned this spirited answer 
to the messenger, ** that if his master hid sent him as many 
hundred men as he had sent him fruitless messages, the count 
would have known that he was a soldier, as well as an 
ambassador." While lord deputy in this kingdom, he 
received many grants of lands from James I, among which 
v^ere the vast possessions of Sir Cahir OTDogheriy, in the 
county of Donegall, in 1614; at that time worth upwards 
of 4^1,000 per annum; the grants in the other counties were 
also very extensive. 

Hav'ng 
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Suny, 15th June 174-3, aged 73 ; interred lOtb 
August, same year, between 1 1 and 12 at night (42)« 
Her daughter was also buried here shortly after. 

Honourable John Chichester, aged 4?5, interred Oc- 
tober 10th, 1746. 

The honourable Elizabeth Chichester, dowager of 
John Chichester, June 28th, 1748. 

October 6th, 1757, the right honourable Arthur 
Chichester, fourth earl of Donegall, aged 64 years. 
His lordship died on the 28ih or 30th September^ 
foremen tioned year, at Marbury-hall, county of Ches« 
ter (43). Several others of this noble famUy are also^ 
interred here, in all 21 or 22 persons (44), 

ra 

Having no issue at his death, his estates,, at that time 
valued at afSOOO per annum, divolved to hi» brother, Sir 
. Edward Chichester; but his title of baroA Belfast beiug^ 
limited to issue male, Charles I. conferred it anew on Siv- 
Edward, and in April, 1625,> created him viscount Carrick« 
fergus. October 1 2th, same year, he waft appointed go* 
vernor of Carrickfergus, admiral of Lough-oeagh, and go«. 
vernor of Culmore fort. He had also a confirmation of 
the estate the 22d September, 1640, for the fine of ^467 17s. 
6d. His eldest son Arthur, (by his first wife, Anne Cople-. 
stone, was created earl of Donegall, SOth March, .1647; 
from whom is decended, in a direct line, George Augustus. 
Chichester, the second niar(|uis of Douegall, and fifth vis<^ 
count ofCarrickfergus.. 

(42) This lady was eminently distinguished for her piety, 
charity and conjugal virtues. The following lines, writ- 
ten by the celebrated d^an &wiCt, were published at Belfast 
on her interment. 

'* Unerring Heaven, with bounteous hand, 
** Has form'd a model for your land, 
** Whom love endow 'd with every grace, 
** The glory of the Granard race ; 
" Now destin'd by the powers divine 
" The blessing of anoriier line, 
♦* Then would, you paint a matchless Dame, 
•* Whom you'd consign to. endless fame; 
*• Invoke not Cytheris* aid, 
** Nor borrow from the blue-ey*d: maid ; 
" Nor need you on the Graces call : — » 

" Take qualities from Donegall, 
(43 ) Parish Register — LodojeV Pceragie. (44) frook tra- 
dition of old inhubitaats. 
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In the south, or Ff^min's aisle, also called Wilk't 
aisle, from an ancient family of this place now extinct, 
is a mural monument of white marble, erected to the 
memory of Andrew Gardner, and others of that fa- 
mily who are interred here ; for the inscription see 
J\.ppendix No. 5. On a stone lying in the passage is 
the following inscription : 

Here lyeth the body 

of Andrew Gardner Burgess 

who departed this life ye 

4th of February 1682 

Allso here lyeth ye 

body of Joan his wife who 

was buried )e 18th of March 

1694. 

Above the arch^ at the entrance of the aisle, is this 

inscription : 

This worke began a.<<. 1614 Mr. Cooper then 

Maior and wrought by Thonuis Paps 

free Masson Mr. Openshawe 

being parson viceat Rex 

Jacobus. 

In the west end of the, church, south wall, is a stone 

with the following inscription : 

Here lyeth ye body 
of Richard Lang 
who departed this 
life yc 20th of May 
1620. Here also ly- 
eth ye body of James- 
I^ang who depart- 
ed ye 17th of October 
. anno 1687. 

Here also lyeth Letticia his 
Wife who was interred ye 4th 
of June 1 705. a daughter of 
John Bui worthy alderman 
and twice Mayor of 
Cairickfergus. 

Oa 
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On the opposite wall is also a stode^ bearbg the foU 
lowing z 

This font, a Silver 

Flagon, the tables 

of the commandments, ^ 

Lord's prayer, & 

creed, were given 

to this Church by 

Samuel Davys 

Alderman 
Anno Dom. 1714. 
In 1778, an octagon spire viras added to the church, 
which has a clock and two bells. This spire cost 
£550 ; to its erection the following sums were sub- 
scribed : 

Marquis of Donegall ------ jgl 30 

Barry YelVerton, esq. - - - - J - .- 100 

Ezekiel Davies Wilson, esq. - - - - 37 1 4 

He also gave a quantity of oak for 

which he made no charge. 
Conway R. Dobbs, esq. ------ 12 

Mariot Dalway, esq. ------.117 6 

Rev. Richd. Dobbs, dean of Connor 10 

Rev. Haddock --..-..- 5 5 01 

R. Fletcher, esq. 100 barrels of lime. 
The remainder T)f the cost was defrayed by the 
parish (45). 

The church was formerly kept in repair by aa 
assessment levied off those who cut turf in the com- 
mons ; an order of assembly of May 15, 1699, orderr^ 
** that all cutters of turf on the commons, do bring in 
fourpence per score load, in money, towards repairs of 
the chuich." * (46) Notwithstanding this assessment 

the- 

(45) Parish Register. (4$) 1579. This church was in suck 
a ruinous condition, that Sir Henry Sidney, Jord deputy, 
gave 3^90 to repair it ; and for several years prior to 1 59S, 
the mayor held his courts in it, Wyrol or Mayorality castle^ 
having been destroyed, perhaps in spme of the feuds already 
mentioned -^Records ef the CorporaUon. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



49 

the church was in a very ruinous state previous f 
1714, but that year Samuel Davys, esquire, at his ow p 
expcnce, put up the tables, &€.; he also joined the 
church, wardens in a petition to the lords justices, who 
gave j^50, to erect a gallery for the military (47). 
In the church-yard are numerous tombstones and 
head-stones with inscriptions : "the following lines arc 
on one of the latter, on the south side of the yard ; 
Set up by EHzabeth Hay, in remembrance 
of Robert Morrison Gunner many years 
in the Royal Navy : he departed this life 
Feby. 2nd in the year of our Lord I794j 

Aged 87 years. 
Death took away this good old man. 
He was honest, true, and just; 
Faithfully he served three kings j 
Now his body lies in dust* 
In the town is a presbyterian meeting-house; and 
about three miles north of it, another, belonging to 
that sect of dissenters called covenanters ; near the 
town is also a catholic chapel. A methodist chapel 
is building at present in the town. 

Here is a free school, supported by subscription 
by the gentlemen and ladies of the town and neigh- 
bourhood. Till about three years ago, the free school 
of the diocese of Connor was held here ; to its sup. 
port the bishop of the diocese gave j^lO per annum, 
the beneficed clergy £1^ 5s., the marquis of Donegall 
jSS 3s« 4d., and the earl of Massereene £1 lis. 6d» 
(48) ; but lately so much difficulty was found in 

collecting 

(47) Parish Register. (48) From the receipt-books of the 
late school.— By an act of the 12th of Elizabeth, it was 
ordered that a free school be erected in the shire town of 
every diocese of the kingdom; the school-masters to be 
EngUshmen, or of English birth of this realm. The chief 
governor to have the nomination of the school-masters, 
except those of Armagh, Dublin, Meath and Kildare, who 
were to be nominated by their respective bishops. The 
chief governor to appoint the matter's salary, whereof t le 
bishop was to pay one third, and the clergy of hit diocese 
the other two parts.— >/risA StatwUi. 
F 
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^Uecting tbis money, that the school was laid asicte* 
3n -1728, the reverend Owen Loyd, dean of Connor, and 
rector of this parish, granted an acre of land to build 
a house on, for the above school (4-9); but this 
design was never carried into execution. 

There is «o public hospital here ; bpt the cha- 
ritable gifts of individuals to the poor are very 
numerous } I believe more so than in any place of the 
same extent in Ireland, as will fully appear from the 
following : 

1672. John Mathews, tanner, Scotch- quarter, be- 
queathed ^4^30 to the poor of this place, the interest 
'to be annually divided (50). 

170-. Hercules Davys, esquire, beqi^eathed jS?200 
to the poor of Carrickfergus ; but -his executor, Her- 
cules Davys, died shortly afterwards in England, so 
very poor, that the gift was deemed irrecoverable (51)m 

About 1729, bishop Tennison^ a native of Carricfc- 
fergus, born in the Butcher-row, alias Chester-lane, 
left by. his will, two houses in the aforesaid lane, to 
the poor of this town (52) ; the trustees gave these 
houses to a poor relation of said Tennison, to occupy 
during his life, who soon afterwards sold them ;-^and 
the trustees not wishing to involve themselves in a 
suit, the. object of which, perhaps, would not pay the 
costs, the houses were lost to the poor (53). 

September 16th, 1761, Henry Gill j esquire, alder- 
man of Carrickfergus, bequeathed j^lO per annum, 
. to fourteen aged men, decayed in their circumstances ; 
and also houses and gardens to nuch of them as might 
^have no residence. He likewise left by his will, a^200 
in trust to the dean of Connor, and rector of Carrick- 
fergus, for the time being, its interest to go annually 
4o the use of the poor house-keepers of Carrickfergus 

(54). 

-(-*9) Records of the corporation. (50) Ibid. (51) Parish 
llegjster. (52) Records of the Corporation. (53) From 
tradition of old inhabitants. 
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(54')» .For an extract from hia will, see appcndis^ 
No. 6. 

1779. Francis Lee, of Tanderagee, left in trust 
jSIOO, to the rector of Carrickfergus, for the time 
being, its interest to be distributed annually to the 
poor of Carrickfergus. la 1783, his hairs refused 
to pay the interest of this sum, upon which, the re- 
verend dean Dobbs, rector, entered a suit, and re- 
covered the same ; this suit cost the parish iff 11 98r 
(Hd. (55). 

1782. William Adair, esquire, of the parish of 
St. James*, Westminster (5(S), left in trust jgr200b# 
io consolidated three per cent annuities, to the Adairs, . 

owner* -» 

(54) Of this very respectable citizen I have been able to • 
obtain but veryiittle account; that little, however, sjlys, 
tlAt he wa»ttie son of a serje-iat in the s^rmy, and early ia 
life kept a stalFin Carrickfergus mirket, selling small wares. 
That his stall each month visibly encreased in value, unti/ 
he afterwards opened a small shop, where, by the sama 
rigid attention to his business, th6 same g«od fortune at- 
tended him. The account adds, that he afterwards became 
an extensive merchant ; the gentlemen of the county of Antrim 
at assizes laying in from him their assortments for the season. 
He was many years store-keeper of this garrison, and alder* 
man of the corporation : he died a batchelor, and left the . 
greatest part of his fortune aS already described. 

(55) Parish Register. 

(56) William Adair, esquire, was the son of the revorend 
Patrick Adair, Presbyterian minister of Ciirrickfergus. At an . 
early age he was seat to Glasgow college ; but his father dying 
while tliere, he left it without any degrees, in r ither embarrass- 
ed circumstances. Shortly af.er l2aving- college, he was re- 
commended by Willou^hby'Chaplin, esquire, to — — Gar- 
dner, an army-ageat, London. On arriving in London, the 
gentleman to whom he w is recommended took him into hit 
counting-house, where, by his excellent conduct, he grew 
much in fav<^ur, and in a few years was admitted by Mr. 
Gardner, partner in trade ; and at that gentleman's death, 
succeeded him in bu^ess. He appears to have been a 
person of strict integrity, as he paid some sm^ll debts con- 
tracted at collega, with interest, as soon as able; also some 
of his father's, in the same manner* He never was married . 
and left part of his fortun ; in the manner above related* 

F2. 
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owners of the Ballymena estate, county Antrim, to go 
annually for the benefit of the poor freemen of Car- 
rickfergus, and to be divided as the owner of the 
Ballymena estate, for the time being, may direct 
(57). At present 19 old freemen receive, annwaDy, 
jfe?3 88. Sd. by the hand of Sir William Kirk, knight, 
Carrickfergus. It is worthy of remark that it was for- 
merly difficult to get people to accept of Gill's or Adair's 
charities ; but at present applications to the trustees 
are very numerous, even from some persons who from 
their property ought to be ashamed to offei them- 
selves as a. charity 1 

1792. Hercules Ellis, esquire, alderman of Car- 
rickfergus (58), bequeathed j(P150 in trust to the 
rector and church- wardens, of this parish, for the 
time beingi to be put to interest to proper persons ; 

its 

(57) Rcgittcry Prerogative conrt,'CantcrbHry. 

{5^^ The EUU are an ancient and respectable family of 
Carrickfergus. The first I have been able to trace in this 
country, was a burgess of this place, and married to a lady of 
the Norton family ; three of whose brothers had commands ia 
queen Elizabeth^s forces in the north of Ireland. One of 
those was proprietor of the Caaile Upt<m estate, afterwards 
sold to the family of Upton, now lords Tempi eton ; the 
mansion of whom at Templepatrick, was then called CmstUi 
Norton ; another brother, Robert, at the same time possessed 
Castle Robin^ near Colin in the vicinity of Liabum. In the 
rolls already inserted of the commanders of the English 
forces in Ulster, in 1600 and 1601, Captain Gre^ry Norton 
is noticed as attached to the garrison of Carrickfergus, of 
^hich, it appears he was also mayor, part of those years,~- 
The Ellis who married Miss Norton, had five sons ; one of 
them, Edward, had the command of forces in Antrim in 
1641 ; and the ordering of trenches and gates in that years 
rebellion; vestiges of them remain. In 1649 he was go- 
vernor of Carrickfergus, and that year was obliged to sur- 
render this fortress to lord viscount Montgomery. The gar- 
rison whom he commanded were chiefly Scotch presbyte- 
rians, who had taken ** the solemn league and covenant,*^ 
and being encouraged by the presence of a number of pres- 
byterian clergy, who had taken refuge in it, held out against 
ihc royal forc^ in C*ivle$ the second** reign, 

Tb« 
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its interest to be applied, annually, for the use of the^ • 
poor, of Carrie kfergu 3. 

1801. John Lee, merchant, Scotch-quarter, willed 
j€100 to the prcsbyterian congregation of Carrickfer- 
gus, its interest to defray the expences of sacramental 
elements. 

1811. Miss Helena Kerr, DubKn,^ bequeathed £20 ' 
to the poor of this place. 

The 

The son of this EIUs was also an Edward, wba settled at 
Brook hili, near Lisburn;. from him descended the late * 
lady Molesworth, who was unfbrtimateY burnt to death. 

An Ellis, son ol the last mentioned, was a major in Crom-; 
well's army, from whom he got a debenture, suited to his 
rank, for an estate in the province of Leiust^r^ which wa# 

since sold. The last of these had four sons, ^iz. Henry, 

Francis, Hercules and Edward — Henry iived many years in 
Belfast, and was sovereign of said, town in 1717, 1720, and 
1722, in which year he died in office. Hercules settled at 
Innisrush, in the county of Derry, and left two sorts . Henry 
and Hercu]e», the former of whom was an alderman of 
Carrickfergus. Francis, lieutenant of DVagoons, upon re- 
tiring from a military life, married Anne, daugliter of 
alderman Edward Clements, of Strade (by Eleanor Dalway 
of Bellahill, the only cliild of the proprietor of that e3£ate, 
who left his 1 mded property to a nephew of the same name) 
and settled at Prospect, near Carrickfergus, of which he 
was an alderman and often mayor. Francis, by this nuir- 
riage, had two spns, Henry and Hercuies ; the latter wa»^ 
yf-As a captain in the army, and upon the reduction in 1763» 
settled in tliis corporation, of which he became an alderman 
and occasionally mayor. Henry, the eldest brother, wag 
an alderman of this corporation, and several times mayor; 
he married Eleanor, daughter of Walterhouse Crymble,. 
esquire of Clements-hill, in the county of Antrim^ by Milli- 
cent, daughter of the forcmentioned Edward Clements and 
Eleanor Dalway, by whom, the only surviving son is the 
]>resent Henry Clements Ellis, esquire, tf Frospest, one or 
the aldermen of Carrickfergus. r: 

The Ellis family was also connected by marriage, witk 
the Laa^^ford and Rowley families. 
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The Castle is wtuated close to the town, and is an 
interesting specimen of the early Norman architecture j 
it stands on a high rock that projects into the sea, 
where it is near Uiirty feet high, but shelving towards 
the land. The entrance is between two towers, on 
the northern side, or half- moons, which are joined by 
a curtain and mounts several pieces of cannon ; over 
the grateway is a portcullis, and apertures for throw- 
ing down stones &c. Inside this gate is the guard- 
house, and a small barrack built a few years ago ; 
likewise vaults called bomb-proof, but they do not 
deserve that name : here is also the armourer's forgf > 
and a furnace for heating shot. In this yard the 
mayor, according to ancient custom, is sworn into 
office. 

Within the inner yard -are store-houses, and a 
square tower 90 feet high,' called the Keep, the walls 
whereof are nine feet thick. The ascent to the top 
was formerly by winding stone stairs, within the wall 
of the western comer, in which there are loop-h<^es 
for the admission of air and light, since turned inta 
a barrack ; the ascent to near the top h by wooden 
stairs inside. On the top are two small houses one 
of which covers the mouth of the passage to the top ; 
the other seems to have been intended for a centinel. 
The lower part of this tower is bombproof, and 
serves as a magazine : the upper part was in 179S,. 
made into a foot barrack, but is a very incommodious 
one. This, alteration appears to have made a very 
deep impression on the corporation, as they presented 
a strong memorial to the lord lieutenant against such 
an act ; for which memorial see appendix No 7» 

The comer stones of this tower, also all other 
angles of the building are built of a yellowish limew 
stone, none of which is found in this neighbourhood. 
The choice of such, however, displays considerable 
skill, as it is very durable. A similar stone is found 
at Culti-a, in the county of Down, 

There, 
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'There was formerly a draw-well inside tl»e Keep, the 
wate-8 of which was in times past, in hj^h repute for 
medicinal purposes ; but about the middle of the latt 
century its virtues are said to have been lost by a 
•oldier making sale of the water! (59) ]t really 
seems to have been formerly accounted of great 
consequence ; an order of assembly, March 1 5l h, 1696 
says, " Ordered, that new buckets be provided for 
the castle well, and that the same be cleared, and the 
holes stopped up, at the charge of the corporation ; 
and that Morgan Grogan, and Moses Garvan, be 
appointed to dehver the water otit of said well, upon 
whom a yearly salary is to be settled" (CO): this 
well is now nearly filled up. 

Prior to 1793 the castle was in a very ruinous con- 
dition ; but was then thoroughly repaired, and twenty- 
seven pieces of ordnance mounted on the batteries ; since 
which time it serves as the principal magazine to the 
northern district j yet by a singular arrangement in 
military quarters, the garrisons seldom exceed a 
very few artillery gunners, and forty or fifty men from 
the town of Belfast or Antrim. The present gover- 
nor is lieutenant-general Francis Dundas, with a 
salary of jglSO lOs- Od. per annum, and I believe I 
may add that he never saw the seat of his government I 
At present there is both a store keeper and commissary 
attached to this garrison. 

There was formerly a constable of this castle, which 
office was considered of such importance that an Irish 
parliament which sat at Drogheda before Sir Edward 
Poynings, knight, in 1494, and 10th of Henry VII, 
enactedthat none but an Englisman should be constable 
(61). In the reign of James I. it was the prison 
of the county of Antrim, and the assizes held in it for 
«aid county (62) ; several lords and gentlemen also 
held their lands as of fealty from it (63). 

« (59) From tradition of old inhabitants. (60> Records 
of the Corporation. (61) Irish Statutes. (62) Charter of 
James 1, (63) Lodge's Peerage. 
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In the forty-fifth of the refgti of Elizabeth,. Sfr 
Roger Langford, knight, was made constable of the 
castle ; and afterwards Jby James I. 14th November 
160^, joint governor with Sir Faithful Fortescue, 
with the fee of three shillincrs and four pence per day 
to each, and twenty wardens at eight pence each (64). 
March 11th, 1661, Sir Thomas Fortesciie was ap. 
pointed constable, on the death of his father, with the 
salary of six shillings and eight pence per day for himself, 
and eight pence a piece for twenty wardens, or guards 
(65). 

The last person who held the ojBice of constable, 
was Stewart Banks, esquire of Belfast ; but what salary 
he received (if any) I have not been able t6 learn. 
He attended annually (according to the charter of James 
I.) to see the mayor sworn into office, which appears 
to have been the only duty performed by Kim. The 
following is an extract from the relcords on this head. 
** Pursuant to government approbation, bearing date 
the 29th of July 1772, Ezekiel Davys Wilson, esq. 
on Michaelmas day, being the 29th of September 
1772 was sworn mayor of the said corporation, for 
the ensuing year, before Stewart Banks, esquire, consta- 
ble of the castle, and Conway Richard Dobbs, esquire, 
deputy mayor of said corporation^" Since the death 
of Mr. Banks no other has been appointed as consta- 
ble. 

The want of proper literary memorials has occa- 
sioned some strange surmises respecting the founding 
of this building, which according to tradition was 
, founded by Fergus first king of Scotland. This ac- 
count is doubtless vague, for there is no evidence o£ 
the country having any cabtles of lime and stone for 
many centuries after the age in which Fergus is said 
to have reigned. Some have supposed it to have been 
erected by the Danes, but they built only the castles 
of Dublin, Cork, and Waterford {66), and the first 

castle 

(64 Lodge's Peerage. (65) Ibid. ' (66) Cox't History 
#f Ireland. 
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castle reared of lime and stone by tlie Irish, was the 
castle of Tuam in 11 61, by Roderick O'Connor the 
monarchy and by his people who were astonished at its 
novelty, called the 'ooonderful castle (67). 

Indeed the Irish appear to have erected very few 
castles or forts of lime and stone ; their poets and 
bards who had great influence, inveighed bitterly 
against the building of such, from a belief that they 
would at some future period fall into the hands of their 
enemies. They even encouraged the destruction of 
castles ^nd forts, and represented that the building of 
such was a sign that the nation was ripening for sub- 
jection (68); it was not until the beginning of the 
fifteenth century that the Irish began to erect castles 
of lime and stone (69). 

From the form of the building itself it is evidently 
of English erection, and exactly resembles the other 
square castles raised by the English, immediately af- 
ter their arrival in this kingdom, who were obliged to 
build castles and other strong holds to secure them- 
selves against the attacks of the natives. They gene- 
rally consisted of a high square tower called the Keep^ 
and were at that day denominated Norman eastles ; 
the first of these built in this island was at Carrig, 
county Wexford, by Robert Fitzstephen, shortly af* 
ter the landing of Strongbow (70). 

Its erection has been ascribed to Sir Henry Sidney. 
Ledwich in his " Antiquities of Ireland," has given 
a list of castles built by the English soon after their 
arrival in this kingdom, also the names of some of 
their founders, among these is the <*ca&tle of Carrick- 
fergus built by Sir Henry Sidney, in 1180." This is 
really a strange errors for the country was not possess* 
cd by the English until 1182, Sir Henry Sidney was 
not chief governor in this kingdom until the reign of 

Elizabeth 

(67) Lyttletont History of Henry II. — Cox*§ History of 
Ireland — Campbell's Strictures. (68) O'Connor's Dissert- 
ations. (69) Anthologia Hibernica. (70) Hay's B^ebeUiou 
in county Wexford, 
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Elizabeth, (71) between which time and the period 
alluded to by Ledwich, there is a space of near 400 
years I It is however probable that he. Sir Henry- 
Sidney, built the half- moons attached to the castk, . 
which are not coeval with the rest of the building and 
perhaps gave tjse to a part of this error. 

The person who seems most likely to have founded 
this building is John de Courcey, who conquered the 
maritime parts of Ulster, from the Boyne to the Bann $ 
(72) pursuing- the same line of conduct as the other 
EngUsh conquerors, building castles and forts (73); and 
as he placed a colony here, it is very hkely from the 
distracted state of the cotmtry, that he erected some 
^ fortress for their protection, which I am willing 19 
believe was the present castle. 

At the foot of the main-street, is the county of An- 
trim cpurt-house, a handsome building with balustrades^ 
begun in 1777, and finished in 1779 ; adjoinining 19 . 
the prison, built same time. These buildings cost the 
county Antrim 1^5785 68. 4d. (74). To the prison a 
wing was afterwards added : at present considerably 
improvement^ are intended, in consequence of a late 
act of parliament.* At the head of the same street 
are the court-house and jail of the county of Carrick- 
fergus. Prior to 1776, the latter building was the 
court-house and prison of. the county of Antrim, bufc 
that year the corporation ceded Castle Wyrol, or Wor- 
rcl, otherwise Mayorality castle, a very antique build- 
ing, which served them for a cpurt-house and prison, 
* to 

(71) Cox'« History of Ireland. — Leland's History of Ire- 
land. (72) Davies* Tracts. ^73> Lodge's Peerage. — Cox't 
Historv of Ireland, (74) Records of the county of Antrim. 

• Toe greatest number of prisoners confined at one time> 
since this prison was built, was 170 — often 112 — average 
from 60 lo 80, and the number rather encreasing annually. 
Diseises most common in the prison, are typhus fever, dy- 
tentery, diarrhace, rheumatism, and the venereal. — Since 
1801 , there have been 47 cases of fever — 187 of dysentry ard 
4iarrhao^— 160 venereal, and a vast number of minor cases« 

Dt 
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to the county of Antrim. To complete their lot of 
ground for the intended court-house, the gentlemen 
of the county Antrim gave in exchange their former 
court-hoCse, tvhicK is since the property of the cor- 
poration. The late Marquis of Donegall, with bis ^ 
wonted liberality, had previously given the county of 
Aatrim the ground on which stood the ruins of his 
castle of Joymount, and these lots of ground are ever 
rince considered in the county of Antrim (75). 

The 

It 18 worthy of remark, that only two prisoners have died 
in this neoterit list — one of dysentery, the other of the 
small pox. The above report certainly says a great deal for 
all the officers who superintend the prison, and fully 
demonstrates the strict attention paid in each department, 
whose care doubtless is not exceeded by any other in the 
kingdom. The present officers are 

Rev. Richard Dobbs, inspector, and protestant chaplain. 

Samuel Davys Stewart, M. D. physician, &c. 

Rev, John Savage, presbyterian chaplain. 

Rev. Thomas Cassidy, catholic chaplain. 

Mr. William M*Cleverty, jailor, 
(75) On a recent trial when the jury cduld not a^efe, the 
judge dismissed them according to law, on the verge of the 
county, in front of the county of Antrim court-house. Se- 
veral attempts were formerly made to remove the prison 
and assizes of the county of Antrim : in 1707, Sir Robert 
Adair, of fealJymena, petitioned her majesty, queen Anne, 
to remove the county of Antrim assizes, sessions and diocese 
school to Ballymena. Her majesty deferred the petition to 
the chief governor of. this kingdom, who referred it to the 
judges of assizes, upon which a suit commenced between 
t he corporation and Sir Robert. Henry Davys, esquire, 
mayor, took defence on the part of the corporation and Sir 
Rooert was defeated. The expence of this suit, to the cor- 
poration, was 3^5^. * 13s. 8d, : Henry Davys, esquire, mayor, 
ch'U'ged a^lOO for his trouble in this affiur, but the assembly 
refused to pay him. 

1712. Sir Robert made a similar attempt; Edward Lyn- 
don, esquire, recorder, took defence for the corporation, and 
Sir Robert w^s again defeated. This suit post the corporation 
^€19. 16s. Od. ^ 

1774. An attempt was made to remove the assizes &c.to 
Antrim; the corporacioa took deknce aod gained the^uit; 

the 
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The market-house stands near the centre of the 
town, and is a decent building, two stones high, with 
three arches in front, above the middle arch are the 
arms of the corporation* This building' was erected 
by subscription and finished » in 1768, to its erection 
the late Marquis of Donegall gave £2B (76), and 
Ezekiel Davys Wilson, esquire about the Uke sum. 
in the rear of this building was formerly a castle be- 
longing to the Langford family (77). Markets are 
held here each Saturday f for linen yam and provi- 
sions ; it is prety well supplied with meat, and fish is 
plenty at most seasons : fairs are also held on the 
12th May, and Jst November. 

Within the last fourteen years, the sum of £l 102, 
58. 6d. has been expended on the quay, £500 of 
which was granted by government in 1784? (78)* yet 
the sand-bank which choaks up its entrance is Atill 
«uffered to accumulate, and remains unmolested ; even 

at 

the cost to them wat^sfse* 17t I0|d. A similar attempt 
was intended to be made in 1775, but the corporation was so 
much on the alert, against such a measure that the design 
was abandoned — Records of the Corjwratton, 

(76) Records of the Corporation. 
' (77) Th€ Langfords were a very respectable family of this 
place, and had formerly considerable property in the cor- 
poration. The first which I have been able to discover was 
' Captain Roger Langford who commanded 100 foot at Car- 
rickfergus in 1603 ; and in 16l4we find Sir Hercules Lang- 
ford, another of the family, mayor of Carrickfergus. In 
1623 and 1624 he was also mayor, and in the former year 
began to build a castle here, which was called by the family 
name^ and was finished in 1626. In 16^9 Captain Sir Roger 
Langford was mayor of Carrickfergus. In 1631 Sir Hercules 
was again mayor, and in 1643 Sir Roger Langford sold part 
of his property which ht held from this corporation, to Ro- 
ger Lyndon, esquire, and afterwards the forementioned castle 
to one of the Davys family, which castle was afterwards cal- 
led Davvs* castle* At present th* family have no property 
within the corporation of Carrickfergus. 

t By the charter, the corporation may hold two marktti 
each week, but only one is held. 

(78) Records of the corporation. , ^ 
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at the pier it is so choaked up with sand and mud, that 
at spring tides it seldom exceeds &om eight to ninefeet 
water. At present a coal-brig or sloop, with a few 
Ashing smacks are all that Are seen at it. 

Near the quay is thd custom-house, a plain build« 
ing, erected in 1797 ; in which resides the present sur- 
veyor of the port. Sir William Kirk, knight. The 
customs of the port are now very ineonsiderablei as 
may be seen (torn the following returns of the annex* 
edyear^ 

1803....*. 1^308 5 10 

1805....^ 401 12 9 

1807 472 1 5 

1810 807 7 10 

This sum is nearly all htised on coals, which are 
almost the only imports ; the exports are so very smidl 
a» not to require notice. 

ESD OF PART SECOND, 
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HISTORY AND ANTiaUITIES 

OP THE 

COUNTY OF THE TOWN 

OF 

partIthird. 



This district forms a county corporate, distinct from 
the county of Antri]Ji> and is first mentioned in the 
judge's commission ; the assizes are sdways opened same 
day, yet for some special purposes, as the militia and 
civil-bill acts, it is attached to the county of Antrim, 
and then gives title to one of the grand divisions of 
said county (,1) The sessions forthe town and county 
are> however, always held m. session week, and the 
crown and all other business, transacted as at other 
sessions, civil biUs eatcepted. The length and breadth 
of this county, are nearly eq^ual ; at a mean about four 
miles . 

. The exact period when it was first ranked as, a coun- 
ty, I have not been able to discover, though doubt- 
less from the reign of Henry II. or John'; as no coun- 
ties were created from the 12th year of the reign of 
the latter, until 1556, when. Thomas- Rtz waiter, 

(l) Civil BiU Act. a 2- 
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earl of Sussex » created the king's and qiieen's coun* 
ties (2) : and long priof to the latter period, it is 
mentioned as a county, having a sheriff; an officer first 
appointed in this kmgdom by Henry II. (S). This 
sheriffship was formerly held jointly with Aat of the 
county of Antrim ^4) ; but that custom has long 
ceased, the sheriffships being distinct. 
( . In the ecclesiastical division, this qounty forms but 
one parish in the diocese of Connor, the dean of which 
is still rector ; the living at present is valued at 
1^250 per annum, besides four acres of land ap« 
. pendant t» the rectory. The present rector is the 
Rev. Thomas Graves. Since the junction of the pa- 
rish with the deanery of Connor, I find the following 
persons rectors in the annexed years : 
In 1609, Nicholas Todd. 

— 1614, Openshaw. 

— 1621, Owen Loyd. 

— 16-, 

— 1751, Welsh. 

— 1766, Hin Benson. 

— 1790, Richard Dobbs. 

— 1803, Thomas Graves. 

This rectorv from the first establishment was 
]■ the gift ot the corporation, until 1609, when 
James, I. in his charter, establishing the ec- 
clesiastical government of the sees of Connor, 
Down sind Dromore, united it to the deanery of the 
former place (£); since which time it has always been 
possessed by the dean of Connor, for the time being. 
For a copy of a letter wherein the rector returned 

thanks 

(2) Davici' Tract!. (3) Leland*s History of Ireland. (4) 
the most ancient patent that is knownto exist, which relates 
to these theriffships. It dated 11th September i7i25, 20th 
£dward II. The words are «« the king to his beloved John de 
Athye, greeting, know ye that we haw committed to you 
the office of sheriff of the counties of Carrickfergus and An- 
trim, to hold during pleasure &c.*'— *a*r?V Hihemia^"^ 
WwrtU AnUfmHet. (5) MSS. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



.thanks to the corporation, for appointing him to die 
rectory, see appendix No. 8. 

Since the arrival of the first presbyterians here, in 
161 19. the following gentlemen have been pastors in 
this parish, to the congregation of presbyterians'whO' 
meet in the town of Carrickfergus :. 

1611, Rev. Hubbard. 

1 708, Patriek Adair. 

J 740, — — James Fraizer, 

1755, -^ — David FuUerton* 

1776, William Blakely. 

1784, H John Savage. 
It appears likely, from the length of time between 
Mr. Hubbard and Mr. Adair^s being in the miiiistry, 
that there might have been some person Jjetxveen 
them ; but I have not been able to obtain any certainty 
on this head. 

King John is said to have granted the first charter 
to this place, creating it a county with v^ry im- 
portant privileges ; but it is not noticed among the 
counties erected by him. This however is not strangCj 
as the list given by historians is acknowledged to be 
incorrect (6). Various charter^ were afterwards 
granted by the kings and queens of England (7), but 
none now exist but those* of Elizabeth and James I. 
the latter of which is merely a confirmation of the for- 
mer, as appears fully by thi following preamble to the 
charter of James I. which also states the reasons for 
the renewing of Elizabeth's charter* 

** James by the grace of God, of England, Scotland, 
France, and Ireland, king, defender of the faith, &c. 
To all whom ihese present letters shall come greeting, 
whereas our most loving sister Elizabeth, late of En- 
gland, France, and Ireland, queen, by her charter 
imder the great seal of Ireland, bearing date at Dublin^ 
the 20th day of March, in the 1 ItK year of her reign, 
did give and grant for her, her heirs and successors, 

unto 

(6) Lelaad*s History oflrcland (7) MSS, 
G3 
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unto tKc mayor, shenffd, burgesses, and comm(»iaky, 
•f Carrickfergus, in the county and town of 
Knockfergus, in our province of Ulster, and to their 
successors for ever, many privileges, liberties, fran- 
chises, markets, fairs, jurisdictions, forfeitures, customs, 
profits, commodities, cognizance of pleas, immunities, 
grants and other benefits, and hereditaments, as by the 
said letters patent in the rolls of the chancery of our 
realm of Irehnd, enrolled and therein recorded, remain* 
sng more plainly doth and may appear. And whereas, 
by the infonnation of the said mayor, sheriffs, bur- 
gesses, and commonalty of the aforesaid town of 
KnockferflTus, we do understand that they of lone 
time past have had used and enjoyed many hberties, and 
free customs, and that they the said mayor, sheriffs, bur« 
gesses, and commonalty, fearing that they should be 
molested, grieved, hindred or troubled, in the like 
liberties and free customs for any defect of declaration^ 
or expressing of the said liberties, and free customs, or 
by any other occasion in time to come, have most 
humbly prayed and intreated us that we would vouch- 
safe to grant to the said mayor, sheriffs, burgesses, and 
commonalty of the said town of Knockfergus, and 
th&r successors the said liberties, and free customs, 
by special and express words in form following, and 
that they should be incorporated and made persons 
able and capable with a perp^ual succession; we 
therefore to this their supplication favourably, in that 
part consenting, for and in consideration that the said 
borough of Knockfergus is a place very profitable 
for our ministry, and services, situated in a place very 
fiit, a» well for the repressing of our enemies, and re- 
bels, and for the utter extirpating and breaking of 
their boldness and malice, as also to give help and 
comfort to our faithful and loyal subjects. ^ Com* 
morateijig in those parts againts any insurrection^ 
rebellion and malice of our aforesaid rebels and ene- 
mies." 

«And 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



67 

<* And for as much as both they and their predecessors 
have done and accomplished both uoto us and our pro* 
genitors, very many worthy and laudable services hereto* 
fore, after divers sorts, and especially that they have very 
humbly, and from time to time, with mind and consent, 
showed themselves most diligent and loyal in observing, 
and embracing our laws and statutes, know ye therefore 
that we graciously desiring the improvement of' the 
said town and the commodity and pro£t of the inha- 
bitants of the same, and withal Considering the many 
losses, destructions, and hurts they have suffered and 
sustained thro' the occasions of the detestable rebellions, 
in those parts & c. * * The charter then proceeds toratify 
all former privileges, in as ample a manner as the cor- 
poration hath enjoyed at any former period. 

From being early a corporate district, it probably 
possessed the privilege of sending members to par- 
liament, tiearly as soon as such were held by the 
English in this kingdom (8) ; but from the compli* 
cated feuds to which it was so much exposed, no 
members are noticed prior to the reign of Elizabeth. 
• The other parts of Ulster, antecedent to the 
forementioned time, appear to have been in a sinular 
situation, for, in an Irish parliament, held at Westmin- 
ster in 1 S76, only 12 counties and 9 cities or boroughs, 
ih the whole kingdom, sent members thither (9) ; 
all Ulster at this time, was either out of the English 
power, or so miserably poor and unciviHzed, from 
their incessant broils, that not one member is noticed 
belonging to the province (10). Indeed Ireland never 



(8) Some have supposed that neither citizens nor burgesset 
appeared at the first parliaments, held by the English in this 
k'n|rdom ; but the wages allowed to such by Henry II. prove 
that they formed part of that body. (9) The following is a 
correct list of the counties and cities that sent members 
thither. Counties, Dublin, Louth, Kildare, Cork, Carlow, 
Waterford, iJmerick, Wexford, Meath, Kilkenny, Kerry, 
and Tipperary. Cities, Dublin, Drogheda, Waterford, 
limerick, Cork, KilVenny, Ross, Wexford, and Youghall.— 
jintklogia Nibemiea, (10) lbid« 
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had an assembly that eould properly be called a parliaf' 
ment until the reign of James I. ( J 1 )• and few cities or 
corporations sent members till of late years (12). 

I'he sending of members to the great council of 
the nation, was in those times often a con>pul8ory act, 
the constituents having then to pay them for attending 
in parliament. Henry II. ordered that the wages or 
fees (as they were then called) paid to two citizens 
or burgessesy should not exceed half a mark per day^ 
but this regulation was soon altered (13). In the 
reign of Edward II. knights of shires had five shillings 
^per day, and citizens and burgesses two ; this was 
•uch a great sum in those days^ and was so yery op- 
pressive to the people, that they often strove to evade 
sending members, or agreed with them on easier terms 
(14). These wages were afterwards raised, for ia 
1614, knights of shires had thirteen shillings and four 
pence per day, citizens ten shillings *, and burgesses 
six shillings and eight pence (15)« Their wageS' 
were recoverable from sheriffs, mayors, and bail^s,. 
in the exchequer ; the king, usually at the end. of each 
session, concluded by desiring the commons to sue 
for their fees. The custom continued till about 1662, 
when it finally ceased {16}. 

Previous to the union with Great Britain, this place- 
always returned two burgesses to ^rve in parliament^ 
but since that period only one is returned. It is a 
very honourable trait in the history of this place, that 
its representatives have often distinguished themselves^ 
by standing forward in defence of the rights and 
libenies of the nation ; in the years 1799 and 1800, 
the representatives Ezekiel Davys Wilson, and Noah 
Dalway, esquires, opposed the legislative union with 

Grtat 

(11) Plowden's Wstorical view of the state of IrelMid. 
(12) Cox's History of Ireland. (13) Ware's AntiqjutieB^ 
(14) Anthologia Hibernica. * Citi»ns were those who re- 
presented any city or town, being a county in itself. — Ai^ 
thologia Hibernica. 1X6) Journals of the Irish Houe^ of 
Commom. (16) Anthoiogia Hil^niea. 
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Great Britain ; both ranged in the ranks of those 
senators who resisted that measure to the last. The 
present member^ James Craig, esquire, has also dis- 
tinguished himself upon sevetal occasions. For a list 
•of members from 16 IS, see appendix No. 9. 

The government of the corporation is vested in a 
mayor, recorder, sherilfs, aldermen, and burgesses, viz. 
seventeen aldermen, (the mayor included), twenty - 
four burgesses, (two sheriffs included) ; these form a 
council called the assembly, who regulate the affairs 
of both town and county. There was formerly no 
limited number of burgesses ; but the assembfy of 
aldermen and burgesses, by an act of theirs, restricted 
jthe number to twenty-four (17). For a list of both 
aldermen and burgesses in 1669i also those at present, 
with their residence, and time of being made, see 
appendix, No. 10. 

The mayor is elected annually,, the first Monday 
after the ^ast of saint John the baptist, and enters 
into office at michaelmas ; on this occasion, according 
to ancient custom, a bull is given to the populace to 
be beat *, after which he is kSed and divided amongst 
the poor ; each claimant, saxne time, also receiving a 
loaf of bread. 

The mayor, for the time being, is first justice of 
the peace few the county of Antrim; he has the 
liberty of appointing a deputy ; but his deputy is 
not, by his office, a justice of the peace for the said 
county. On stated times, the mayor wears a scarWt 
robe 5 a sword and mace are also carried before him. 
The first robe was presented as a gift, by William 
HiH, esquire, in 166/ (18). The sword and mace 

were 

(J 7.) Charter of James I.— MSS. ♦ The pr- sent mayor 
Ezekiel Davys Wilson, esquire, on comiiifi; into ofHce hat 
always discouraged thir savsge practice; he still gives an 
animal to be killed, and divided ; but does not permit it to 
be tortured. It is hoped this excellent example may lead to 
the abolition of this barbarous custom of our ancestors, and 
in the expressive words of the poet " till wc end the being, 
make it blest." ^ J ^) Records of the Corporation- 
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were presented by colonel Robert Gardner, in 171 2» 
On the former is this inscription, "Anno Domini 1712 
Honorem Civitatis Suae Donum Roberti Gardner 
Armigeri ;" on the latter, " Roberti Gardner Armi- 
geri in Honorem Civitatis Suce Anno Domini 1712 
Donum." 

The mayor, for the time being, was formerly a 
military as well as civil officer, being captain of a 
company of miUtia, raised for the defence of this 
place ; when these mibtia were called out, they usu- 
ally received sixpence per day, as a recompence for 
their trouble. Sometimes this sum was paid by 
government, but commonly by the corporation. They 
were first embodied in 1666, and continued ujl about 
1766, when they ceased to be arrayed. The last 
captain was Willoughby Qhaplin, esquire (19). 

The salary of the mayor is now iClOO per annum j 
prior to 1659, it waff only iff2Q> but on the 24jth o£ 
June, in chat year, it was raised to jffSO, and soon 
after to j660^ and in August,, 1767, it was augmented 
to the present sum (20). Previous to the Uist aug- 
mentation, the lands near the Knockogh, commonly 
called the Trooper-land, were, when unset^ held by 
the mayor, for the time being, as a perquisite. Among 
'Other perquisites formerly attached to the office of 
mayor, was the following : the tongues of all bullocks 
or cows, killed on Fridays, whose Eesh was sold in 
the public market on Saturdays (21). 

Prior to 1568, I find no mentbn of mayor or 
ttjayors of this corporation, and as it v^as in that year 
queen Elizabeth granted her charter with more ample 
privileges than they had enjoyed at any former period ; 
it in all likelihood had no mayors before that time. 
For a list of mayors from 1568, to this time, see 
appendix No. 11. 



(19) Records of the Corporation — From tradition of old 
mHabitants. (20) Records of the Corporation. (21) From 
iradttion of oW inhabitant* — Records of the corporation.. 
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The recorder is always elected for life, he is l 
justice of the peace for the county of the town of 
Carrickfergus, his d&puty is not. The salary attached 
to this office in 159S, was £^0 per annum, at pregenC 
it is only half that sum (22) : until very lately the 
deputy recorder was jdways considered a magistrate 
of this county. The following is a list of the personi 
i find recorders in the annexed years t 

16f 3, Thomas Hibbots, esquire* 

1^30, Sh- Wifliam Sambrid^e. 

16^57, Roger Lyndon, esquire, 

ITCH, Edward Lyndon, esquire, 

1757, Edward Smyth, eS(^uire. 

1759, John Ludford, esquire. 

1765, George Hamilton, esquire* 

17T8, Barry Yelverton, esquire. 

1805, Conway Edward Dobbs, esquire. 
The sheriffs are elected annually, at midsumm^r^ 
and enter into office same time as the mayors. For- 
merly their salary was only twenty nobles each, it 
was afterwards raised to j^lO each, and in march 1797 
it was augmented to £^0 each, tbeir present salary 
(33 ) . In the reign of Edward II. this county appears 
to have had but one sheriff (24), afterwards, when two 
-were appointed^ one of them was nominated by the 
%aayor, and called ifrom that circumstance the mayors 

sheriff; 

X2%) kfecordr of the edrpdratitfn.^ (23) The sheriffs of 
\hh place receive anBiuUly one ahtllin^ from each vessel 
trading hither, by the .name qf Ckaptnan GiU : thi6 money is 
collected for the purpose of bur,ying mariners or others who 
may be lost here, or bodies of such as may be cast on shorifi 
Within this district. Tradition says, this money was formerly 
collected by the monks of St. Francis, who resided here, as 
spiritual service money ; it is therefore, probably, the term 
is corrupted from Chaptin or Ckapelf GeMy or Gelt^ money 
for the Chaplin f or. 0iapd ; Geldi or Gdty was ancientljr a 
name for money, for instance •J9arM^//, or Darfgelt^ Danish 
money, or money levied to pay the Danes— ^uwie*« History 
•f England — AMuHon'i Hiitofy of England, (24) Ware*! An^ 
dquities. 
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iKerilT; b«t in tcstnsacting any public business^ the 
Iheriff appointed by the commonalty, always cook 
the right of the mayor^s sl^eri^. The revenues of the 
town were formerly collected by the sheriffs {fih)* 
For a list of sheriffs from 15689 see appendix No. 1 1 • 
The aldermen were elected by their own body, 
from the burgesses, and by the charter, the burgesses 
are to be elected by the mayor, sheriffs, burgesses, 
and commonalty. This right is, however, overniled 
by custom, as that body elect themselves* Several 
attempts have been made by the freemen to regkin 
their right of electing burgedses, latterly in 1 802, but 
without success (26). 

The town-clerk is still elected for life, he is like* 
wise clerk of the peace for the county of the town of 
Carrickfergus \ formerly he was also chamberlain of the 
corporation (27). 

There are two coroners who are elected for life ; 
one of these was for&ierly called speaker of the coai- 
mohs (28), probablv, from being the orator of the 
commonalty at pubhc meetings. 

There are likewise four serieants at mace, pn^ of 
whom acts as water bailiff; the water>bai1iff is ap- 

! pointed by the assembly, and the others by the mayor, 
or the time being. The balHwick of the water- 
bailiff, extends fi-om Fair-head, county Antrim, to 
Beerhouse, county Down, the pool of Garmoyle- ex- 
cepted. His fee for a writ is the same as any other 
water >bailiff within this kingdom- (29)* By the 
charter, the Serjeants at mace are to be elected by the 
mayor, sheriffs, burgesses, and commonalty j but the 
latter, as in many other cases^ have entirely lost their 
right in this nomination. 

The 

(25) MSS. — Records of the (Corporation. (26) Charter cf 
lames I. — Records of the Corporation. - (27) Ibid. ^ (2I>) - 
Ibid. (29) Charter of James I. 
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The following is a correct list of the» present qffi. 
' ters of the corporation, with their salaries ; 

Mayor, Ezekiel Davys Wilson, enquire,.. .^100 

Recorder, Conway Edward Dobbs, esquire,...a£lO 

Deputy, William Dobbs Burleigh, esi^uire, 

Sheriffi. $I''KT/$i:^''* ^"'"'•■: ?f^ 

' I, Robert M'Gowan, esquire)..r...5 each 

Town-derk, Robert M,Gowan, esquire, £7 lOs. 

Deputy. Adam Cunnioghain, gentleman. 

Sword-bearer, Thomas Barry "Martin, gentlman, £5 

Coroner., J ^^"o**'**°t??' *"'"'.?* 

' ^ C Adam Cunningham, gentleman. 

Water-baili^flT, TDaniel Gunning, g^nUeman, *> 

Serjeants at J^**^^""^ Kinkaid, i.../ ^^4 

Mace, ^Alexander M^Keowan, »., Teach 

Cjohn Ingram, j 

There is also a treasurer of the corporation who is 
appointed by the assembly ; the present is Alexander 
Gunning, esquire. The treasurer for the county is 
appointed by the grand jury ; the present is Davys 
Bowman, esquire. 

Fonfterly the corporation kept a trumpeter ; to. 
lact of assembly dated August 4thj 1728, settles 
^2 10s. per annum on a John Blackwood, on his be- 
ing appointed to that office (30) 

The following are the most remarkable privileges 
which the corporation still continue to enjoy by chart- 
en Liberty to elect their own magistrates, and 
send a burgess t6 parliament ; to be a county corpo^ 
rate ; liberty to make such by*>laws, rules and decrees, 
' as they think best for the government of the cbrpora,- 
tion ; and pcrwfer to inflict corporal punishment, im- 
prisonment or fines^ on such as neglect to keep sta - 
tutefi thus made ; any fines levied to be applied to the 
use of th^ whole corporation, "the right of the ferry- 
fVom hence to the county of Down. All wrecks of 
tlie sea foiuid between Fair-foreland, alias Fairheadj 
cdunty of Antrim, and Beerlooms, alias Beerhouse, 
county of Down, are the property of the corporation, 
^cept in the pool of Garmoyle. The mayor is em- 
powered 

(30) Records of the Corporation. 
H 
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powered to issue attachments against ships, or their 
cargoes, or against persons on boaid such ships for 
the recovery of debts contracted any where within his 

i'urisdiction, which is from the forementioned Fair- 
lead lo Beerhouse, with the exception already na- 
med. 

The mayor of Carrickfergus possesses also a juris- 
diction as admiral of the coast, from fair-head to 
Beer-looms, and is entitled to hold an inferior court of 
admirality ; which should, like all other courts of ad. 
mirality, proceed according to the forms of the civil 
law ; but though the authority is still exercised, the 
proceedings in this court have been confounded with 
those of the common law court above mentioned, ex- 
cept that its judgments have been generally executed 
by the water baih£F - in exclusion of the other town 
Serjeants, or Serjeants at mace» 

The corporation has the privilege of holding two 
courts of record each week, viz. on Mondays and Fri- 
days, before the mayor, for the time being, or his de« 
puty; *';to hear, examine, and discuss all and all man* 
ner of actions, suits, complaints and demands, of all 
and all manner of debts, to what sum or sums soever 
they do or shall amount unto, of all manner of tres- 
passes, detenis, accounts, covenants, detail, contracts, 
causes and demands, and matters whatsoever, within 
the town and county of the town of Knockfergus.** 
The penalties, forfeitures, ard amerciaments, growing 
or arising in the said courts were also granted, same 
time, all fines to be applied for the benefit of said 
corporation." The mayor's fee on writ of execu- 
tion, from this court is two shillings and six pence 
(31 ). Only Monday's court is now held. 

By an act. of assembly passed in 1575, the mayor 
is empowered to distrain any inhabitant for one shil- 
ling, if the street before said inhabitant's door is not 
kept clean swept. At an assembly held in I57^f 

it 

(31) Charter of Janie» L 
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it was agreed " that no freeman nor foreigner, be ar-. 
rested within a freeman's house for debt or tresspass^ 
whether the door of the house be shut or open 5 but 
in the street or in a foreigner's house" (32). 

The corporation have the privilege of making free- 
men at will ; the mayor can open a court for the ad- 
mission of those ehgible any place within the cor- 
poration, by giving fourteen days public notice prior 
to the act. Those entitled to their freedom were 
formerly admitted at the quarter sessions held for thi*^ 
county, which sessions were usually held by adjourn- 
ment until such as had the necessary claims were duly 
admitted j it was also customary for those who con- 
sidered themselves entitled to the freedom of the cor- 
poration, to petition the mayor to open a court for 
the admission of those eligible (33). 

With respect to what were the most ancient claims,, 
in order to be admitted to the franchise of Carrick- 
fergus, we are rather in the dark ; it is said and per- 
haps with some truth, that it was birth, marriage and 
servitude, viz. freemen's sons, and sons-in-law, and per« 
•ons who had served a lawful apprenticeship withia 
the corporation. Tradition says, that all others who 
were ?idmitted, at any time, save such as already 
noticed were admitted by special favour. .The foK 
lowing extract from the records throws some light oa 
this subject. " 16.57> Ordered that no apprentice 
now made, or henceforth to be made, shall serve less 
than seven years for his freedom, as an apprentice, be- 
fore he be made free ; and none shall be admitted un- 
less they come and first enter their indentures in 
the town books of record, after three months of the 
signing \>f the said indentures, for which the town 
clerk is to receive three shillings and foUr pence. This 
act is to remain, and be irrevocable. And it is fur- 
ther ordered, that those that have been bound before 

this 

(32) Records of the Corporation. (S3) Ibid, 

H2 
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tins act, shall come within the space of three months^, 
next after the date hereof, or loose the benefit of the 
time they have served.*' 

"John Orpin, Mayor.*' (34 )t 

" And it is likewise ordered, that henceforth none be 
admitted free of this corporation, but such as truly 
and duly serve the said apprenticeship, or such as 
shall be capah^e to have it by their birth-right, accord* 
ing to the ancient custom of this ioyrn, and such as by 
a late act made in England ; provided that wboso* 
ever shall so or otherwise be admitted free, other than 
those nominated and verited jas aforesaid, shall pay no 
le'&s than ten pounds sterling, for his or their fine for 
the said freedom/* 

« John Orpin, Mayor." (35) 

Formerly many persons, being resident six months 
within the franchises, were admitted to the freedon» 
of this corporation, by special favour (36) ; this cus- 
tom is now, usually, set aside, and none admitted but 
iho0e claiming as of right, viz. freemanV Bons, sons^inr 
taw, and those who hav^e served a lawful apprentice- 
ship vrithin the franchises. This right of franchise, a 
daiment can oblige the mayop to grant, by obtain- 
ing a mandamus, if he should refuse, after a .memorial 
being presented to him to obtain admission. 
' The fee- of admission on becoming a freeman of 
this corporation, has been often altered. In 1569» 
no fees are noticed but those of the town-clerk^ 
which were at that time only two shillings and six 
pence. In September IS?*, the fee of admission was 
settled at, ten shillings and six pence ; but in 1 57<^,, 
when the assembly, or common council, were making 
division of a part of the corporation.lands amongst 
the different members of the corporation, and leaving 
H part for such as might be afterwards admitted, the 

assembly 

(94) Record* of the Corporatioa. (34) Ibid. ($0) FrQ». 
traditioD of old inhabitants., 
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assembly, as if to exclude the lower order from any 
benefit, made an act tliat each person who might be 
hereafter admitted should treat the whole members of 
thp corporation to a dinner, and besides if granted a 
whole burgess' share of the lands *, to pay £^y if a 
half share £2^ and if a quarter share j€l, (37 J. 

The following are the fees which may be still clai- 
med, on those occasions, by the officers of the court ^ 
By the mayor, any sum he chooses under £\0 0. 

Town -clerk,,... ^,,.£0 S 3.. 

Sword-bearer,,.*,,...,.. O 2 6» 

Water-bailiff, .0 1 F. 

Serjeants at mace, I 1 (38) 

At present no fees, are charged but those of the 
town-clerk, and seneants at macej however each 
peVson admitted as of right, has to pay ten shillings 
and ten pence for a stamp affixed to his name, in a 
book which is held by the town clerk. Those ad- 
mitted by special favour pay £\ Is. 8d. for a stamp 
to their name (39). 

The luimber of freemen has been generally pretty 
numerous. In 1600 they were only 16, 1669 they^ 
amounted to 139, m 1683 to 302, and in 1712 to 
near ^00 ; one hundred and forty of whom belonged 
to Belfast (4.0). 

About this time it appears to have been customary 
to make non-residents free, also all commissioned 
officers who belonged to the garrison (41). 1740. 
The number of freemen ^ said to have been reduced 
•o low as sixty (42). 

1741, 

♦ A burgess' jhare of the lands within the town, was 84 
feet, fronting any of the streets ; to extend backwards so far 
as not to encroach on any share laid out. A burgess* share 
Y)f the, lands without the town was 102 perches in length, 
and 99 in breadth. — Records of the Corporation. 

(37) Records of the Corporation. (38) MSS. (39) Re- 
cords of the Corporation. (40)Ibid# — Presbyterian Loyalty. * 
(41- Records of the Corporation. (42) FrOm tradition of 
•id inhabitants. 

H3 
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1741 9 120 persons, lenaDts of lord Conwayv 
belonging to Killultagh, weje admitted freemen oi 
this corporation, by merely having a ticket sent them 
to that efect I Same year the forementioned persons,, 
jifuirched in with beat of drum» to poll at an election 
for a burgess to serve in parlismient J This ifery 
much exasperated many of the resident freemen, who 
considered such an innovation an encroachment oa 
their liberties ; and a scufEe took place between the^ 
parties, in which the Killultagh men were worsted,, 
and had their drum broken* They, however, polled,, 
and made a considerable majority in favour of Francis^ 
' Clements, esquire, who was in consequence returned 
l^y the sheriffs (48), 

In November, same year^ Rqbert Dalwa^^ esquire,, 
who had lost the election, presented a petition to the 
House of Conunons, complaining of an undue electtoix 
and return; the resident laurgesses and freemen also, 
presented a petition about the same time against per- 
mitting any non-resident freemen to vote at electioos }/■ 
likewise against Nathaniel Byrtt and Robert ChapHn, 
esquires, sheriffs, for acting witji partiality and injustice,^ 
at said election ^ this petition after a short hearing^ 
wa5 totally rejected (44):. 

Respecting Robert Dal way ^» petition, which re» 
' lated, chiefly to the Killultagh men, the committee 
of privileges and elections determined as follows. (As. 
this article throws considerable light, on the right o£ 
making freemen, I shall give it verbatim, from the * 
Journals of the Irish House of Commons)^ 

" Doctor TVotter, according to order, reported 
from the committee of privileges and elections, that 
they had heard the matter touching the election for the- 
county of the town of Carrickfergus, and had come< 
to several resolutions thereupon, which he read 
in his place,, and afterwards delivered in at the- 
. table,, 

(43) Journals of the Trbh House of CommeB«.~^Fram; 
tradition of old inhabitants. (44) Journals oi the Iri&lk 
House of Commons. - . . 
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* table^ where the ^same were again read, and are . a» 
follows.* , 

] St. Resolved, that it is the opmion of thfs conw 
mittee, that 120 ticket-freemen, appointed to be so- 
by the late lord Conway, the fees of whose fteed^m. 
were paid by his executors, have not any right to vote 
for the electing members to serve in parUament for 
the county of the town of Carrickfergus. 

2d. Resolved, that it is the opinion of this com^ 
mittee, that ticket-freemen have not any right to vote . 
for the electing members to serve in parliament for 
the county of tire town of Canickfei'gus. 

3d. Resolved, that it is the opinion of this com^ 
mittee, that Francis Clements, esquire, is^not duly 
elected a burgess to serve in this present parhamen^ 
for the country of the town of Carrickfergus, 

4th. Resolved, that it is the opinion of this com. 
mtttee, that Robert Dalway, esquire, is duly elected 
9 burgess to serve in this present parlian^nt, for the 
count^ of the town of Carrickfergus. 

The first resolution being read a^ second time, wa»^ 
agreed to by the house. — The second resoFution being^ 
read a second time,, was with an amendment thereunto^ 
agreed to by the house, and is as follows. Resolved^ 
that ticket-freemen made by the mayor of Carrick- 
fergus only,, or by the mayor and sheriffs without the 
concurrence of tlie 9ther constituent parts of the corpo* 
mtion, have^not any right to vote for the electing mem« 
bers to serve in parliament for the county of the town of 
Carrickfergus. — »The third resolution being read a 
fecond time was agreed to by the house— ^nd the 
fourth being sead a aecond -time^ was disagreed to by 
the houee.^ 

/The above resolutions appear to have effectually 
put a stop to the making of nan*resident freemen ; and 
and from that period residence has always been con- 
sidiered a necessary, elaim pri^v to being made free oF 
thij corporatkufu ^ 
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17i2, October the 11th, Wiflonghby ChapBir, 
esquire, mayor opened a court at the quarter sessions* 
and admitted 178 persons tcTthe freedom of the cor- 
poration J and on the 13th Uecember following, at 
an adjournment of the same quarter sessions, he 
admitted '76 persons; in 1743, and I7if4f he also 
admitted a considerable* number (45), which effect- 
tually rescued the corporation from the fengs of those 
who wished to make it a close borough. 

1757> Henry Ellis, esquire, mayor, opened a court 
for the admission of freemen, but a tumult arising, in 
consequence of his proceeding to admit some of his 
tenants from Straid, or Strade, whom some of the 
old freemen present conbidered not entitled to be made, 
(on the alleged ground of non -residence), he ad* 
journed the court to a stable where he admitted the 
persons who resided on Strade -land, and a number of 
others. The persons thus admitted were affer wards 
called stable-men, and their freedom was fully esta- 
Wished (4-6). 

1758, Willoughby Chaplin, esquire, mayor, ad- 
mitted a n timber of persons to the freedom of this 
corporation ; they were afterwards called oustre-men, 
becauge the mayor was ousted of the mayoralty^ 
in consequence of the late mayor not being present 
at the swearing into office of the mayor elect. The 
freemen made the last mentioned year, underwent a 
scrutiny, but were established, because they had polled 
prior to this scrutiny (4-7). 

From 1758 to 1769, I find no mention of any 
freemen being made; but that year Ezekiel Davys 
WilsOn, esquire; mayor, admitted 413 persons to the 
freedom of the corporation. In 1775, Hercules Elli», 
esquire, mayor, opened a court in the market house, 
and admitted a number of persons to the franchises of 
this corporation. These were afterwards called mar- 
ket house-men, and were 80op after disfranchised (48). 

September 

(45) Records of the Corporation. (46) From tradition of 
old inhabitantf . (47) Ibid. (48) Ibid. 
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September 1 780, Ezekiel Davys Wilson, e sqwire, 
mayor, adimtted 55 persons to the freedom of 
this place, and the following year, William Kirk» 
dfiiquire, mayor, admitted about the same number* 
The next admitted was on the 10th September, 1787>- 
by Sir William Kirk, knight, the number made free 
on thi& occasion was 263. On the 1 7th December 
following Ezekiel Davya Wilson, esquire, mayor, ad* 
snitted a considerable number, which raised the free- 
men beyond any former period ; they amounted to near 
i.200. At all these last admissions many persons 
were adoutted by special favour, if resident fix 
months (49)* 

The next court opened for the admission of free- 
mefi» was in J 802 by Ezekiel Davys Wilson, e^quire^ 
iBayor, who admitted 487 persons. An informatioQ» 
.for not being made according to custom, was ^lortly 
ifter fUed against the persons admitted by Ezekiel 
Pavys Wilson, esquire, and they taking no defence^ 
of course were disfranchised, 

la 1803 §Ur William Kirk, knight, who succeeded 
K^ekiel Davys Wilson, esquire, in the mayoralty, ad« 
• mitted 1 66 persons to the freedom of the corporation. 
The fee of admission at this period was only four 
shillings and four pence, and no more had been charge 
cd for many years, on the like occasions (50). 

In July 1807, Noah Dalway, esquire, mayor, hav» 
ing.fir&t gave 28 days public notice, opened a court and 
admitted 426 persons to be freemen. ' In this court 
- freemen's sons, sons-in-law, those serving, pr having 
served an apprenticeship within the corporation, free- 
holders of this county, and grandsons of freemen by 
the father were admitted, also several by special fa- 
vour. An objection was made in this court against 
the admission of some persons because they resided on 
Straid land and Little ballymena, which the objectors 
idledged to be without the franchises. An informa- 
tion, for non-residence, at the suit of Edward May» 

esquircit 

(4St) From tradition of oU Inhabitants. (.?0) Tbld. 
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equire, junior, was in consequence filed in the court of 
king's bench, against the persons who resided on Straid- 
land, and Little -ballymeoa, and afterwards against the 
whole of those made by Noah Dal ^ray, esquire, on theal- 
ledged charge that the mayor and freemen had no right 
to admit persons to be made free without the concur- 
rence of the assembly. Those who belonged to Straid- 
land and Little-ballymena, made by Sir William Kirk, 
in^ 1803, were also attacked same time, for non resi- 
dence. 

This suit was not decided \intil March I8IO9 when 
it was tried in the county of Antrim court, before 
baron M*Clelland and a special jury of the aforesaid 
county, who returned a verdict, ** That the lands of 
Straid and LirHe-ballymena, were without the franchise 
es, though still belonging to the corporation.** The 
freemen residing on those lands, who had been made 
within the last seven years, amounting to eighty ♦, 
were accordingly disfranchised for non-residence. No 
further proceedings took place agrainst any other free- 
men. The above suit cost the parties upvrards of 
jC4^.600. 

Ihe last freemen were made in September 1809, by 
Ezekiel Davys Wilson, enquire ; none were admitted 
ai this time but such as claimed by right: viz. free- 
men's sons, sons in-law, and those who had served an 
apprenticeship within the corporation j only sixteen 
were made. The freemen at present are very respect- 
able as to numbers, they amount to about 1 lOO, 

This corporation has been represented in different 
publications, to be under the influence of the Donegall 
family (51 ), but this is an error ; for it is certainly as^ 
free as any borough in Ireland, and not subject to the 
coiitroul of any person whatsoever. The marquis of 
Donegall's influence is, however, very considerable, 
especially in the assembly. 

The 

* About 70 of these had been made by Noah Dalway, esquire. 
51) Hibernian Magazine, for 1784— Anthologia Hibcf 
nica, for 1793. 
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The trades here are united in different guilds, the 
following 18 the grant on this heady in the charter of 
James I. " And furthermore of our special grace, 
iVe will, and by these presents for us, our heirs and 
successors, grant unto the said mayor, sheriffs, bur- 
gesses and commonalty of our town of Knockfergus 
aforesaid, and to their successors, that they, and their 
successors f9r ever, decide and distinguish themselves 
into divers guilds and fraternities, according to theit 
conditions, cfafts, and mysteries, and that every such 
euild may have and use in their several affairs, marks 
in note and difference of their fraternities and myste- 
ries, and that every such guild may have, and build 
one distinct hall or place witfim the said town, Where 
the brothers of such a guild may gather themselves 
together, and every such guild or fraternity, for 
every year, may be able and of power to elect and 
appoint one guardian or master, or two guardians or 
masters, being of the same fraternity^ to exercise the 
office of master or guardian, for one whole year, and 
no more," At present all the trades meet at different 
times in the town hall, the affairs of each are regu- 
lated by a master and two wardens, who are chosen 
annually. They meet every quarter, and dine together 
at christmks, at which time the marquis of Douegall 
presents each trade with two guineas. 

Of the ancient customs of this place very few can 
now be traced, even by tradition, being either lost 
la the change pf settlers, former commotions, or an- 
nihilated by civilization. The following extract 
Shows the archetype of 'a custom which continued 
for many years- " 1576, it was ordered and agreede 
by the whole corporation, the 29th day of October, 
that all manner of scolds, which shall be openly 
detected of bcolding, or evil words in manner of 
scolding, and for the same shall be condemned before 
Mr. Maior and his brethem, shall be drawn at the 
stern of a boat, in the water, from the end of the 
weate rounde about the queen's majesty's castle, in the 

manner 
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Bianher of du<iking, and after when a cag«? shall he 
made, the party so condemned for a scold shall be 
therein punished at the discretion of the Maior. " It 
appears from the records that a cage was got soon 
afterwards, and deUnquents punished in the manner 
noticed (52). 

Peace and war were formerly proclaimed here with 
great pageantry, the following was the order of 
procession, November 5th, 1 739, on war being de- 
clared against Spain. The rt^yor, Henry G31, es- 
quire, called an assembly of the aldermen and bur* 
gesses, also the different incorporated trades of the 
place, and when assenibled, the mayor, recorder^ 
sheriffs, aldermen, burgesses, sword-bearer, and town- 
clerk, &c. all on horse-back proceeded to the castle 
gate, where the proclamation was first read by thtf 
town clerk, the mayor then drawing his sword of 
office, and each gentleman in company drawing his 
sword same time. The procession afterwards pro- 
ceeded to the town house and the different gates of 
the town, where the proclamation was also read, the 
populace who followed the cavalcade huzzaing at' 
each reading. The mayof afterwards entertained 
the members of the corporation^ when many loyal 
toasts were draiik^ the castle guns firing occasionally 
same time. On peace being proclaimed a similar pro- 
cession took place, but the mayor and the rest of 
the cavalcade had then th«ir swords sheathed. These 
customs have been laid aside these many years (53). 

The following Custom still occasionally prevails^ 
but is rather dwindling^ Late on christmas eve, the 
young men of the town and neighbouthood assemble, 
and dividing Into small parties, proceed to collect 
boats, carts, cars, gates, and the ii\A with which 
they block Up the gates of the town, JBrticularly the 
Irish or west gate, in such a manner as to render it 
impassaSle, without considerable labiiur, for either 

, man 

(52) Records of the Corporation^ (53) MSS. — Froxrt 
tradition of old inhabitants. 
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manor beast; after 'which act they qnietly disperse to 
their respective homes. Tradition says, this custom 
took its rise from the protestant mhabltants, formerly 
shutipg the gates of the to«rn on the cathotic inhabi- 
tantSy when they went out to mass on christmaa eve. 
Be this tradition as it may, I am certain nought of re^* 
ligious rattcour stimulated this custom these many 
years past. 

A considerable majonty of the yeeent inhiMtants of 
this corporation are presbyterians, whose ancestors ar» 
rived at di&rent tin^s from Scotland, particidarly in 
16ll» reign of James I. {54e% and afterwards during 
the religious persecution in the reign of Charles II. in 
1665 {55). 

They are generally peaceable and industrious, and 
perhaps in no place of this kingdom do fewer 
breaches of the public peace take place ; it is even 
rare to find any person in this county prison, for a' 
capital oSencCi and no capital conviction has taken 
place here since 1772. 

Between the members of the different religious sedks, 
the utmost harmony always prevails ; a striking proof 
of which is, that several sums have been granted at 
vestry towards repairs of the presbyterian meeting- 
house, the clerk of which is also paid out of the 
parish cess. In short, no where in this kingdom are 
religious or political distinctions less known ; im 
1798 and some years preceding, when parly distinct!- 
one ran high in most places, fewer excesses were com- 
mitted withiit this district than, perhaps, in any other 
place in Ireland. On the whole they s^e very liberal 
in both political and religious ^sentiments, and are^ 
** a valuably part of the community ; but one must 
estimate their worth as a miner does his ore, rather 
by its weight than its splendor.'* 

They are not much given to convivial parties, the chief 
one at present, is called the coterie ; its members meet 
occasionally in a large room of the county of Antrim 

court-house 

(54) Presbyterian loyalty {55). From tradition of old ixir 
habitants. 
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< court-house* A musical society belonging to tlie 
town, meet in same place twice a week for practice. 
This society is comf>08ed of all stations, from the 
landed gentleman to the mechanic, who are fully on~ 
a level while in that society. It is governed by a presi- 
dent and committee of seven persons, chosen, half 
yearly ; subscriptions' are paid weekly, and absent 
members fined. Honorary members also pay an an- 
nual subscription, gentlemen £1 2s. '9d. and ladies* 
J Is. -Hd. 

' Music has ^been considered by the amateurs of that 
science, as one of the best critierions to judge of the 
civilization of the country ; if this observation is just^ 
Carrie kfergus is highly so indeed 5 but I confess that 
in my opinion a literary society would be a much 
>better criterion. 

In the town is also a socie^y called the Oyster-club, 
'jcomposedof gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood ; 
they meet each week during winter, and once a 
month dunng summer ; at present it consists of about 
.twenty members. 

The present inhabitants are free from superstition, 
if we eK^ept some trifles which relate to cows or their 
jnilk ; -which wild opinions are, however, confined to 
41 few, and are rapidly decreasing. The follow- 
ing are such relics of superstition as yet remain • 
.it is reckoned v»ry unlucky to say when looking 
at a cgw " that's a fine cow," or such words without 
adding to the person ycu address, I* 1 wish you luck 
of her,'* or woids to tliat purpose. The belief of 
taking milk £i*om a cow, or butter off milk by charms 
is still pretty common:; hkewise, that the luck of a 
cow or any other animal can be taken away by a 
glance of ^he eye, usually called " the blink of an ill 
eye." 

If churning or making cheese, fire is never suffered 
to be taken out, from a belief that they would loose 
the luck of their cattle by such an act. Prior to 
jnilking cows, most people put a little salt in the can 
or pail, to prevent WTtchcraft ; some have also a 
• iorse shoe nailed on the bottom -of their churn, and 

old 
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' old horise-nails driven in the churn-Btaff, for the likfc 
purpose ! f 

Some days are considered unlucky for certain pur- 
poses ; very few persons will remove from or to a 
house or service on Saturdays, or the day of the week 
on which christmas was held that year. On christ* 
mas-day, new-year's-day, may-day, and several others, 
very fie w people will let fire be taken out of their * 
house ; this is considered as a cautionary measure lest- 
they loose their- iuckv . 

Much superstition prevailed formerly amongst the 
people who follow fishing here; but at* present opini- 
ons of this kbd are fast waning. The meeting of - 
some persons, particularly women, if bare footed, is 
still considered by many as an omen of ill luvk for that 
day ;. some are, however, thought to be much more 
vnlucky thjto others." To nam^ a Dog, Gat or Pi^, 
while baiting their hooks,- was, in times past, also con- 
sidered as a forerunner of ill fortune^inthat day's fish* 

Several things are remarked here as signs of good 
and bad weather j the red- breast singing in the even- 
ing on the top of a tree or bush, is considered as a 
token of fine weather next day ; I haVe, however, se- 
vei'al" times witnessed the faHibilfty of this observation. 
Swallows flying low is believed to indicate rain } and 
the dor-beetle, .or .as it is commonly called bum -clock, 
flying abroad in the evemng.s is supposed to indicate 
good weather : change and full of the moon, are 
times when an alteration iri the weather is expected.' 

Tbose employed at the fishery of the bay, being so 
much interested in the slate of the weather, are pret* 
ty correct observers of such thing^s as are believ- 
ed to precede any change. The following are ■ such 
tokens as are generally reckoned nearly infalUble. 
When the roaring of Strangford bar is heard in this 
bay, it is concluded that the wind will blow hard from 
the south. If Scotland appears nearer thannsual, and 

the 
19 
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the Copoland isle^teem higher than cammon, a gale 
is expected from the eastward. When the sun ap- 
pears nearly encompassed by a circle, severe weather 
is expected, and the wind-from that direction where 
the breach appeared in the circle. If a figure ap- 
pears on the clouds, in the morning like part of* a 
rainbow, whidi they call a dog^ they expect 8t6rmy 
weather ; if seen in the evening, quite the reverse j 
hence their adage—- 

<• A do^ at night, is a sailor's delight. . 
*< A dog in the ixiDrmzig will bark before night .** 
By some this is called a moeather-gaxjo. When a star 
appears close to the moon, which they call hurlhassyy 
tempestuous weather is looked for by them. 

A considerable number of persons are employed: 
throughout this country in the cotton business, in ^ 
its branches ; the annexed Hst, ta^n in May iSLly 
shows the state of the weaving in the town, and' suburbs^ 
in its Ranches : 

Jn the town, Irish^quarter, Scotth-qvarter, total. 

At linen.... ...^ At linen.... .^.6 At linen..»..l... '9 

-«* mu8lin.....O —muslin. ..11 —» muslin. ..0... \\ 

-^ cahco....2S — calico....»82 — calico.. .21 ..125 

— cord...... .5 — cord.. .....6 — cord.«o..O... li 

— woolen...! — woolen.....O — woolen. .0.. 1 

SS 103 22 l6a 

Ten of the calico looms arc wrought by females. 

November the Ist 1809> th^re was one hundred 
and ninety looms in the town and quarters. 

The first cotton wrought here, wais about 17M> 
and was brought by the weavers from Whitehouse ;. 
shortly after which time some inhabitants of this place 
gav^ out a few webs to be VTorked, chiefly on com- 
mission. In this feeble state it remained until May 
1796, when Mr. Robert Hanley, merchant, opened 
an office in this town, and gave out calico to be wor- 
ked on bis own account, which first sot thi»- businest 
•ii a permaaeot footing here. 

Th^ 
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The* following were the prices paid for wearing by 
him at that period : 

lengtk of yards, price for weamng, 
Ten-hundreds........ 96,......^.jel 6 0. 

Nine, 96 1 2 9. 

Eight, 96 !9 6. 

Since that time prices are very much reduced ; the' 
following are those usually paid at present : ^ 

length of yards, price for weaving. 

Ten hundreds, 116 £0 17 0. 

Nine, 116..^ 15 0. 

Eight, 116 ^...0 12 0. 

Prior to the establishment of the cotton business, 
the linen was the chief trade carried on in this coun- 
try, but it is now nearly superceded by the former ; 
and the linea bleach-fields, of which there were for- 
merly four, are now either employed at the cotton 
business, or idle. At present there are three cotton 
mills and two printfields here, besides some smaller - 
factories. The largest of these mills, that of Adams, . 
Gammill, Ewing and company, employs upwards of 
150 persons, and that of Mr. William R. Dobbs^ 
about 40. A large cotton mill is alao building at 
piesent in the Scotch-quarter, by Mr. James Cowao, 
In the town is a distillery, brewery, and two tan- 
yards. 

The Fishery here gives employment to a consi- 
derable number of people, it is computed that near 
SOO are employed by it, including those who gather 
bait, and cadgers. The boats are in two divisions, 
those which sail from the quay are eight in number, 
all smack rigged, save one wherry, and are employed 
when the weather will permit, either irdidiug or dred" 
ging*. They commonly carry four hands each. 
The price of one of these boats is from ^'30 to £SQ ; 
trawling nets about £6. These nets are usually 

about 

• When fishing ftr plaice it is called trawling, when fcr 
oyster, dredging or drudging. 

I 3 



Digitized by VjOOQIC, 



m 

about 12 fathoms in length, the mashes about thi-ee 
inches and a half, except near the beam to which the 
net is attached, where they are about an inch and a 
half. 

Plaice and oyster are the general fish caught by 
these boats ; the pkice arrive in this lough about the 
latter end of February, and continue till near the 
end of J[>ecember, when they retire into deeper 
water ; they return again in May and usually continue 
throughout the summer. Formerly they were more 
plenty than at ^present, upwards of two hundred 
ftave beeb taken at a haul; now from two to four bun- 
dred is thought to be a tolerable day's fishing. 

Oysters are caught throughout the eastern part of 
tfeis lough, from tfie beginning of October to the end 
^f April, or in the vulgar phrase, in every month 
which has an r in its name, after which time they 
go out of season. They are dredged up by a strong 
bag net, called a drudffe^ the mouth of which is kept 
Open by ii-oo bars. These nets are made from the 
refuse of tow, commonly called grounds. 

The oysters taken are generafiy large, some weigh 
upwards of one pound and a half, and one of the lar- 
gest which I measured was upwards of six inches in 
length and four in breadth ; average, about one pound 
four ounces weight, and five inches long and near four in* 
ehes broad. Those taken at the northern side of the bay^ 
are largest ; fewer small ones are taken throughout than 
in times past, the larger ones arc equally plenty. The 
oystets grow on sand-beds, commonly in deep water, 
on a substance which has the tecbaical nameof c/te/cA* 
Pearls, some of whi<?h are about the size ©fa pea, ar^ 
found in some of these oysters ; the like is also found 
in some of the muscles which are dredged promis* 
cously with the oysters. Pearls are a disorder of the 
creature that produces them. 

The Scotch quarter boats are entirely different 
from those desc ibed ; they are 'from 17 to 21 feet in 
keel, and from »i^ to eight feet wide, tonage, from 

two 
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two to thrW totJS. They have each two lug saiffi, 
viz. fore and main, and have ako bool'd oars ♦, six of 
which they use in wititer, and four in summer. Some 
alteration has taken place in the rigging of tliese 
boats within these few years ; woollen Sails were u^^ed 
till lately, now they are hempen canvas ; formerly 
grapples were used, now the anchor. 

The common price of one of the&e boats is £S(fy 

and nets and other tacklings, as lines and the like, cost 

near the like 8»m. Each boat*'s nets are in five shares, 

each share forty-eight yards in lengtb,the mashes an inch 

square and 150 deep. These nets are all barked • 

with oak or willow, to make them more durable* 

The number of these boats employed, and hands ih 

^ them, varies with the season, during winter they 

•eldom exceed eight or nine, with from seven to eight 

hands in each ; at this season they usually fish with 

lines. Each fisher-man's line has eight score and 

eight hooks on it, two fathoms between each hook. 

In shooting or setting their nets or lines, it is alwayH 

done with the tide ; if Hoes, as they shoot them thejr 

are aU fastened together. ^Between each line a stone 

is fastened about 7 pounds weight, except where a 

tinker is attached, which is a stone about 56 poundt 

- weight, usually attached to every second one. -To 

each of these lines is attached a number of bladder^ 

for buoys, which bladders are both tann'd and tar'di 

to make them resist the water. 

The time of going off to fish varies with the s^son ;^ 
during the winter months the time is usually about 
«iie o'clock} morning, and they are usually away 

about 

* SooVd'OSLTif are those vvhich row two on one beam; 
upon each oar is also fastened a piece of timber, cemmonly 
oak, the length of such part of tl^e oar as is worked within 
Ihe boafc, which timber enables tnenv to balance the oar, so 
that they row with greater ease. Between each beam of 
these b6at8 is also fastened a piece of timber called a stretcher, 
or footspur, aepunst which they place their feet when rcw" 
iog to ^able them to have a complete command of the oaf. 
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about twelve hdurs. If the weather is stormy after 
setting their lines, they go on sliore near castle Chi- 
chester, or at island Magee, but if moderate, they 
remain at anchor that space between setting and 
hauling their lines.- From February to November 
they mostly fish during the day, except when fishing 
for herrings which are always caught by night ; the 
number of hours off are pretty much the same at all 
seasons, when no accident happens. 

They fish which are caught in the greatest plenty 
are the common cod, rockling cod, and hng : herrings 
are also taken, but with nets. 

In summer the number of boats employed, are 
- conunonly from seventeen to nineteen, and from four 
to six persons in each ; as in winter, they fish occa^ 
sionally with lines and nets. The fish taken at this 
time, are chiefly hening, hake, lythe, or pollack, Uhg 
and cod ; the former are much more plenty, than they 
were some years ago, and are caught from the middle 
of May to December, till of late none were taken after 
michaelmas ; the latter are more scarce than formerly* 
Cod are in season from November to February, the 
young ones are, however, considered as still in season. 
The cod are generally caught between light*house isle 
and island Magee, usually in about forty fathoms 
water. 

Lobsters are taken here in considerable numbers ; 
they are caught by putting pieces of fish, as plaice 
and eel into small wicker baskets, with strait mouths, 
which admits the auimal> but prevents its return . They 
are in season from May to October, Crabs are also 
taken in the same baskets as the lobsters. Some 
craw fish have Keen taken about the mouth of rivers gn 
this coast. 

The common baits used here for taking such fish as 
are caught by the hook, are lug, or sea worm, and a 
shell fish, called by the fishers, Inic^eyy (buccinum ww- 
datum). The former of these is dug out of the sand, 
at low water, the, latter is takcB in the following 

manner 
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manner. Eacti fisher ha» two 'small wicker baskets, 
called by them pots, in which they put a piece of fish 
for bait, and then sink them by putting a stone in 
each, in about six fathoms water j the buckets after- 
wards creep into the baskets for the- fish ^nd arc 
taken when they fishers draw them up. 

Several species of fish which were once plenty here 
^ are now rare ; mackerel, which are now seldom cauchty 
about sixty years ago were taken in such quantities 
daring the summer, that they sold for one shilling ptr 
hundred \ and haddock, which now sell from four-pence 
to six -pence per pound, were formerly sold by the 
hank, which weighed frbm twelve to fourteen pounds 
at two-pence-halfpenny. Another fish called by the 
fishers brazen the basse, which was once frequently 
taken, is now very rare. For a complete list of su^h 
fish as are taken Here, with their Linnean and local 
names, see appendix No. 12. 

T*he commanding officer of this garrison formerly 
claimed and took as a perquisite attached to his office, 
the second best fish out of every boat belonging to 
this place ; which custom continued until 1755,' when 
the kte Jienry Ellis, esquire^ being mayor, exerted 
himself warmly in favour lof the fisb^rs, and succeeded 
in aboUshing the custom (56)* 

{56) From tradition of old inhabit ant$.v 

END OF PAST THIRH. 
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HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES 

OF THE 

COUNTY OF THE TOWN 

OF 

CAERICKFEEGUS. 



PART FOVRTH. 



The corporation are proprietors of nearly all 4Jhe 
lands within its boundaries*, also of the lands of 
Straid, and Little-ballyniena, lately declared to be 
without the franchisef . They are all let out, except 
about 1500 acres, which is used for grazing and tur- 
bary. 

On 

♦ the exceptions are, tlie lands which fornierly b^lonped 
to the monastry of St. Francis, the lands formerly belong- 
ing to the priory of Goodbum, alias Woodburn, and thoAA 

which belonged to the hospital of St. Bridget, or St . Bride. 

Grants of 1 9M, James I, to Sir Arthur Chichester. 

There is also a small lot of ground near the castle which 
formerly belonged to the Davys family (at present -to lord 
Blaney) which pays no rertt to the Corporation. 

f As the chief cause af these lands being declared with- 
out the franchise, appeared to be that their cess was paid to 
the county of Antrim, and tljeir tythe^ to the parish of Bal- 
lynure, same county, I shall give some account how this 
originally took pbce, which Hccount is taken fr oxn the re« 
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On this tract of commonage ground,, none are 
sufiFered to graze their cattle but freemen 5 but they 
enjoy fnuch less benefit from this pecuHar privilege 
than might be expected, it being, commonly overstocK.- 
ed, often so much that many who have^ this right 
prefer paying for them elsewhere, as in dry seasons 
they are really half starved. 

The people who live .near the mearings of the com^^ 
mons reap the most advantage, from the fiacility of 
rearing young cattle on it; this benefit however is also 
less than one would suppose at first view, for the 
. landlords who have lands adjoining, set them high in 
proportion as they consider the tenants are situated 
to be benefited by comn^onage. 

Several 

cords of this corporation. These lands being common* 
able, and at the extremity of the corporation,* the peo- 
ple of the county of Antrim who lived near the mearing, 
encroached upon them by grazing their cattle. 

In 1635, the assembly, in order to preserve the property 
of the corporation from such intrusions, granted a lease of 
three shares of > the commonable lands, to William Bashfbrd, 
Ralph Killman, and William Cathcart, (the persons who ar£ 
said to have previously made the encroachments), by the 
title of the encroached lands of Straid* At the expiration 
of the above leases, these lands were, in December 1670, 
granted to Henry Cleoiients, esquire of Straid, by the form- 
er title, and in 1722, these deeds were perfected to Traocis 
Clements, esquire of Straid, and six fcore acres adjoining 
were also granted at same time. 

In 1698, the lands of Little-ballymena, were panted to 
Charles Crymble, esquire, by the name of the encroached 
Jands of Ballymena, and in 1708 this deed was perfected to 
him at the yearly rent of two pounds. 
' Tradition says, that formerly when roads _were made, by 
each farmer sending his quota of men and, horses to work" at 
the same, the people holding those lands though residing in 
the county of Antrim, repaired the roads, and when cess 
came to be levied for that purpose, it was claimed by the 
county of Antrim first, and continded to be paid to them. 
The tythe was probably claimed as soon as any of the afore- 
said lands were made arable, by the rector of Ballynure par- 
ish, coumy of Antrim, on the ground of the people who 
held them paying the cess lo the county of Antrim, 
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Several tracts of this common are also occupied 
for turbary, and is cut promiscuously by those re- 
siding within the franchises, who, it appeavs are en- 
titled to the like as wdl as the freemen ; this will ap- 
pear more fully by the following ettract from the 
charter of James I . 

** And furthermore, of our more plentiful special 
grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, we have 
given and granted, and by these presents for us, our 
heirs and successors, do give, grant, and confirm to the 
said mayor, sheriffs, burgesses, and commonalty of the 
town of Knockfergus aforesaid, and their successors, 
that the said mayor,sheriff8, burgesses, and commonalty 
of the town aforesaid, and their successors, and all and 
other the inhabitants of the said town of Knockfer- 
gus, from time to time, may have, and every of them 
may have, enjoy, common of turbary, in all places 
near Loughmom, as also common of bog, turbary 
and heath, and of all other fuels necessary to be burn- 
ed in the houses, ovens, and kitchens of the said may- 
or, sheriffs, burgesses, and commonalty of the said 
towii of Knockfergus, aforesaid, for the space or cir« 
cuit of four miles adjacent to the town of Knock- 
fergus aforesaid, in and on every side or part of the ■ 
same town, without rendering any thing uhto us, 
our heirs and successors for the same, or to any oUier 
person or persons whatsoever ?** By custom, a person 
occupying a lot of turbary, on this ground, for three 
years it is considered to be his property ; non-occu- 
pying for three years, forfeits such property. 

A considerable part of this common is bog, ot 
covered with heath ; in cutting peat in the former 
about two years ago, a row of wooien stakes was 
discovered about 'seven feet below the surface standi 
ing upright, and pointed with a hatchet or some 
sharp instfument. From a knob which remained on the 
bead of each, it was conjectured they had been in- 
tended to fasten cattle to. Be this as it may, it cer- 
tainly strengthens considerably the opinion, that peat 

K 
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lias generated <^ whilst tillage and all attention t« 
agriculture gave place to.var and rapbe,'* 'ihere 
are however, some tracts of excellent pasturage, ist 
•everal places^ on which ridges can be traced ; these 
parts could easily be again reclaimed into arable 
land, and if let off to proper persons, and the rents 
applied to sosie public use wi&in the cqrporationi 
they would dgubtless be of more utility to the commu- 
liity than in their present unproductive state. Indeed 
iwjh the encreasing population of the country, and rise 
in the value of land; and its products, it is not a 
little surprising that such a large tract, much of 
which is easily reclaimable, should still remain a 
waste. Let us hd^ that such crooked policy may 
entirely disappear, and that such parts as are not oc» 
cupied by the inhabitants for turbary, nor iit for that 
purpose, may be sooq seen yeilding to ^e spade 
and ploughshare* 

Prior to the conquest of the maritime parts of 
- Ulster by the English, in 11>^2, this district \Sas iii 
^ common with some other parts of the same pro'wnce, 
possessed by an Irish chief called O'Heoghy, from 
whom it was won by John De Courcy (1 ), and after 
his disgrace, wa? granted to Hugh De Lacy, the 
younger from whom, by marriage, it decended to the 
Pe Bui^o*s^2)* 

133S, soon after the assassmation of William De Bur. 
go, the O'Neils made a grand effort to recover their 
fonner splendour, possessing themselves of the great- 
est part of Ulster; and this district, except the town 
and castle, was for a considerable tin:\e possessed by 
that bi*anch of this family who resided at Castle- 
xeagh, ahas, Castle-clanbuy, and it was then with 
some other lands adjoining, called the barony of Car- 
rickfergus^(3). ' ' ' 

This possession, in all Hkelili^od, was but temporary, 
for the corporation are mentioned as thev^p^)«ses0or8, 

prior 

{i^ Cainpbeirf Stricture*. (2) Hcylin** Coiteografhy, 
(S) Hsuri«' klitory of ih6 county q{ Down 
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prior to the reign of Elizabetli'^ (4), who joon after 
granliag them a charter, directed the lands to be di- 
vided into shares among the members of the corpo- 
ration. The division of those lands appears to have 
been soon carried into execution, and the assembly 
ordered, that eig!^ty-four feet fronting ^ny of the 
streets of the town, should be a burgesses share of 
the lands within the town, and a burgesses share ^ 
of the lands without the town one hundred and tW9 . 
perches in length, and ninety nine perches in breadtlr 
(5). The following extracts froip the records of 
the corporation, shews the persons to whom a divt* 
sion was made in the annei^ yean 

** Upon the assembly day*, being the seventh of 
July 1595, Mr. John Savage, mator, Richard Tho- 
mas and Jbhn Dier, shenfifs, it was then ordered an4 
a^reede by tbe consent of the i^ole assembly, that 
aU such persons- which shoidd hereafter be admitted 
to the libertita and freedom of this corporation, or 
were, before such time as there was a division of such 
lands, as by her majesty's grant and letter appointing 
so to b<* divided amongst tbeni> bearing date at None- 
such, the 15th October, 159^, that then they andevcir 
of them* so ma6e- free if claim or divisey to have such 
proportion of lands as others of the quality should 
have alloted uAto them, that then they are to pay 
such sumd of -money as the other fi-eemen have aU 
ready paid in this suit for obtasntng the same, as the 
charge thereof appeareth in record.** 

The following persons appear to have received their 
shares about thia time, and to have paid the sums aa* 
nexed. 

Whok Shares. s,f 

John Savage - . . - • • 4?0* 

William Lyndsey 40. 

.Williant 

(4^ MSS. (5) Records of tbe Corporatioh. 

♦The assembly formerly mite very qiurter of a year— ♦ 
M^ordt of the Corjiorationr 

f By the s, above- the fig^ures, is evidently meant shillings; 
it therefore points out the sums ^d by the different perteni«»* 
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f. 

William Kers -••--. 40* 
William Dobbin .... .40. 
Thomas Stepkensoa - . - . 40» 
Humphrey Johnson - . - . 40. 
Michael Sarage • • • • . 40. 
John Dalway ••..•• 40. 
JohnWiddoe .»••.. 40. 
Half SJiares. *. 

Robert Wills, and hi» wife - • 20. 
Richard Thomas - - . - • 20. 
John Dyer ..--.--• go. 
Robert Magye - - . . - 20. 
John Lang - • • • - • • 20, 
John DisMord - - - - • - 20. 
James Dobbin --.•.- 20. 

John Skully 20. 

Thomas Vaughan - . . - • 20. 

Roger . • - , •20. 

William Savage «•..•• 20w 
Lowry Ockford • • • • « 20l 
Alexander Laynes • • • • • 20, 
John Lang .••••• 20. 
James Rice . - ^. . • . .20. 
Richard Conlan - - - - •20' 
^ William Harper - - - . • 20. 
Nicholas Dobbin • - • • « 20. 
Peter Dalway --•••. 20. 
John M*Chame - . . ^ • - ga 
Andrew Taylor - • • . . 20. 
Thomas Person - . . • • 20. 
William Underwood - • - • 20. 
Thomas Wyttor ----- 20. 
Hugh M*Charnc • . • . - 2a 
Thomas M'Ms^us - • • » go. 
Richard Dowdal - - - - - 20. 
John Keppoch - • --_- - • 20. 
Owen Maguye - - . . - 20. 
Richard Newton - - • - - go. 
QmrtiT Shares. s^. 

Alderman Stevenson • • • - 10. 



Bryan 
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Bfyan O'Darre - - - . • 1(X' 
Jenkyn Wjnsloe t -•.. lo^ 
Owen O'Cashonan .... 10. 

Farrelle Foxe ...... 10» 

Gyledonv.O'KelKe . . • - JO. 
John O'tlaunan - - • - . low 
Hugh O'Lynae ----- lOl 

George Savage - - v- - - - 10. 

Phillip Kell ....... 10. 

Phelome O'Hooran - - • - 10^ 
Triloe M*Laughlin, and Issabella 
Peirs, hi* wife - . . . . 10;^ 

Robert Stephenson ^ - - . lo. : 
Robert Conlan -•-.••10^ 
John Savage Oge • - - - -10. 

William Bathe 10, 

Nyen Du£fe Willa, and Isabella 

Sendal .--.... Jo,'*_ (6>. 
Jn 1600 another division of the corporation land 

took place, aud the following persons are ooticed ia 

the. records as obcaini ng whole shares ;, 

WTioh Shares. t. 

Sir Arthur Chichester, governor -50. 
Captain Gregory Norton - - SO. 

^HiU . . . 4<X 

: Birtte - - .-" 40. 

'* \ " Hooper - - 40* 

Sheriff Newton - - - - - 40. 
Sheriff Father - -^ - - • - 40. 
Henry Spearpomt - - - • - 40. 
Michael White . . - . . 40^ 
Rowland Mkthewg -*- ♦ - 40. 
• WiJter Holman - - . - « 40. 
William Ledall - . • . . 40. 
Richard Butler • • - • , 40. 

Ralph 

^Sj Records of the Corporatioiiv v, 
K % 
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9* 

RalpB Sto»ic .------ 40. 

John Thomas .-•-.- 40. 

Nicholas Dobbin . . - . - 40. 

Robert Lyndon -•..•- 40. 

John Clarke •----•«. 40. 

William Bathe • - - - - - -40. 

Dearmond HamiH . - - . 40. 

Willitm Prince - - • - • 40. 

Thomas Gravot • • . - . 40. 

Morgan Woods ... - - 40. 

Thomas Bashford ----- 40. 

William Storie *...-. 40. 
It was probably about this time, for the better 
carry in ff into execution the design of diTiding the 
anible unds, that they were formed into three great 
lots ;^and the corporation lands stiH retain the name« 
of the Northeast, Middle and West divisions j which 
arrangement of portions differs materially from most 
other places. 

. Notwithstanding the allotments of these lands, 
their mearings. appear to have been vefy imperfectly 
known, for m October 1601, an inquisition was held 
by order of queen Elizabeth, to determine their pro- 
per boundaries. The boundaries as laid down by thi» 
inquisition is far without the present franchises (on 
the north and west) being near nineteen miks in 
circumference. 

By the fore-mentioned inquisition nearly all the 
lands within ks boundaries were confirmed to the 
corporation, yet at present a Urge tract gn the 
north does not now pay rent to it, nor receive any 
privilege fiom the same; all records of the place 
that are known to exists are silent as to any trans- 
ference. The lands here alluded to, are mofttly 
the property of lord viscount Dungannon. 

The boundaries as established by the above in- 
l|tiisttion, appear to have only continued in force til! 
I6O9.; for on the 1 1th July, that year, an inquisitioik 

waa 
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was held by order of James I. by which the boun- 
daries were settled at pretty near their present li- 
mits. For an account of both these in^juisitions see 
appendix No. IS and 14<. 

Tradition affirms that it was anciently customary 
for the mayor, recorder and sheriffs, to ride the fran- 
chises of the corporation at least once every seven 
years ; but there has been only three ridings within 
the memory of the oldest inhabitant, the first of 
which was in 17S9, by Henry Gill, esquire, mayor. 
This riding, from tradition and the account of a 
respectable inhabitant, appears to have been strictly 
agreeable to the boundaries estaBlished by queen Eli^ 
zabeth, as he rode to Gleno, alias, Johnston's ford, 
and through the hamlet of Straid, and from thence 
W. S. W. to Bromsley-hill, alias, Bruslee-hill, which 
took HI the ^ lands of Straid and Little -ballymena, 
now considered to be without the franchises. 

The next riding was in 1768, by the late Mar- 
quis af Donegall, mayor, this was also agreeable to 
the boundaries of queen EHzabeth, he proceeding 
northward to Gleno, touching the water wheel of its 
com mill with his wand, and from thence nearly S. W. 
to the old church of Raloo, and through the hamlet 
of Raloo, to a place called the Grey-stone-hill, and 
from thence to about forty perches north of the Stand- 
ing-stone. Still keeping in a pretty direct course, 
he proceeded to Straid, keeping the mansion house 
of said place on his right, which he touched with his 
wand, and continued his course nearly stiaight for- 
ward, tQ Bruslce-hill (7)* The remainder of thif 
riding was so agreeable to the present franchises 
that. It requires no particular notice. 

The last riding was by Sir William Kirk, knight, 
mayor, on MQnday, August Ist. 1785; this riding, 
excqpt on the northern bank of Loughmom, was 
pretty co^iformable to the boundaries as established 

(7) From tradition of old inhabitants. 
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%Y James T. Mid is nearly agreeable to the present 
franchises. For a full account of t!u8 riding, see 
apendix No \5* \ 

The annual rents of 'the corporation at present 
(18il)is £327 159. 7d. from this sum the mayor 
and all the other office.-s are paid their salaries^ the 
assembly of aldermen and burgesses can apply the 
surplus to any public use that they think^t, for the 
benefit of the corporation The following is a list 
&f the present principal tenants of the corporation ^ 
with the sums paid by each.-r- 

£. s. d. 
Marquis of Donegal! - 13 

Marquis of Dowushice • ) l^ 

Lord Blaney - - 17 14 H 

Sir William Kirk, knight 6 17 11 

Henry Clements Ellis, esquire. 9 11 0^ 
1£zekiel Davys Wilson, esquire 6 3 S 
James Craig, esquire - 14 14 8 

Noah Dalway, esquire - 7 15 

Rer. Richard Dobbe - S 5 6 

Rev. John Dobbs . 1 18 6 

Thomas Benjamia Adair, esquire 2 0"" 
Messrs. Hanleyfv • 155 0^ 

Henry M^s8y, esquire 12 1 6 ^ 

Henry Ellis, esquire • 1 18 

Andrew Newton, esquire 2 2 4 

Alexander Gunning, esquire ^ ^ p* 

The Government for the ground 
occupied by the custom-house, 
and ground for a watch-ho\ise 10^ 10 
Benjamin Adair, esquire -07^ 
. Thomas L. Stewart, esquire Oil ^ 
The Assignees of John Lee ^ 2 S 

Misses Lyndons* • 37 S 7^ 

Misses Shaws - . 3 11 0^ 

Mrs HiU - . 1 18 * * 

WilHam 

. *^ RcTeriion at tb^ death to the Marquis of Doimduz^ 
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William Finlay, escjuire : • .ifQ 4 
Executors of Henry Gill, esquire 18 1 

James ReiUy, 1 17 11 

^ Mr. John Frazer * - 6 

Mr. Alexander Cobham 1 17 8% 

Mr. James Addison - 5^ 

The Heirs of Robert Calderwood 10 6 
■ — !— John Moor • 18 6 

— ' John Hannah. - 1 2 9 

• —. Thomas Logan • l7 

Daniel Kirk - 3 

— — William Harrison 4 4 

r— Andrew M*Dowell 10 

— ' J. Davys M'Quillen 10 6 

—Daniel M*Kay 12 

— Richard Stacy 13 

Assignees of William Boyd 4 04 

John Poague - 17 6 

George M*I1 wrath . 18 

John Donaldson « ^ 4 8 

Mrs. M'Brinn - I S 10 

This list does not give the reader so just an idea of 

property as might be expected, for in several instances 

those who possess large properties pay but sjj^all 

sums ; others the reverse. It is worthy of remark 

that only five persons in the above list, of the name 

of the original grantees, possess their property, vi2^ 

Chichestrr, marquis of Donegall, Hill, marquis of 

I}pwnshire, Dalway, Lyndon and Newtonf . Several 

lots still retain the name of the former grantees, as 

Dobbin's-land, Lyndon's-park, &c. 

The rent paid to the crown for these lands is only 
seven shillings and six pence, which sum is paid at 
the custom-house of Belfast, the following is a cor- 
red copy of the receipt.— 

** Received 

f tJntiJ lately I expected to have been able to have pre- 
»enteid the reader with a table shewing the transference and 
reversion of landed property within this corporation ; but 
finding it in many instancrs utterly impossible I was obliged 
to abandon that part of the original plan. 
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*« Received from the mayor, sberifFs and burgesses 
of the towtt of Carrickfergus, by Sir William Kirk, 
knight, the suin of seven shillings and six pence, for 
one yearns crown rent, due his majesty the 10th of 
October last, for the fee farm of ^id town ; I say 
received the 26ith April, 1805. 

Rent 7«. 6d. 

Fee 8d. * C. Salmon coV» 



8s. 2d: ^ 

The air of this district is at all tim^s very variaUe^ 
especially during winter, but whether so much so 
as to render it particularly distinguished from the 
adjoining n^.aritime country, i^ perhaps not easily de7 
termined. \ 

Frosts are seldom of long duration, aid snows 
rarely remain on the grotind' near the town fdr more 
than a few days ; bul the high lands two 6r three 
miles in the country, though they fall short of what 
is commonly termed mountains, are often cbid with 
snow, for perhaps Upwards of a wdek ; when 
those near the town scarcely exhibits the aspect of 
winter. 

The whofe, however^may be Justly considered heal- 
thy ; many inhabitants liviiig to ah advanced age. The 
following persons died in the years annexed, and liv^ 
to die age subjoined, — 

Died. Aged^ 
Jane Camaghan 1715 106 when near 
One hundred she got a new set of teeth l. 



John Morrison 1732 

John Logan 174'2 
the siege, of IJerry by James* II. 

\fr8. Fitzpatrick 1753 

Samuel Davison 1780 

Thomas Barry 1786 

JUmes Penny , 1787 

Andrew Donnell . 1788 

Widow M«Gow«n 1789 



94 

100 had been aft 
anny-t 
100 
95 
94 
93. 
95 
94 

Margaret 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1792 


93 


1794 


, 98 


179* 


94 


1795 


100 


1809 


, 94 . 


1810 


98) thew perwnt 
101 3 died»amedajr 


1810 




Q8' 

gj .till alive- 

. 94 still alive 





107 

Margaret Quinn 1790 99 when she died 

^e had got four teeth of the third set ! 

JohjaM*Gowan 

Thonias Godfrey 

Mary Catnpbell 

Margret Mellon 

John Tennent 

John Connor 

Mary M*GiU 

Jane Davy 

Hugh Hannah 

Andrew M*Dowell 
. The soil here does not possess a great diversity ; 
that ob- S. £• which extends along the shore has the 
gi-enteat. In this are found ochre, brick-clay, potters* 
clay, pipe-clay, or light blue clay, grayish clay, and deep 
blue day* The latter is found beneath the sub -marine 
peat bog, stratas of brick-clay and hght blue clay 
are also found within the sea mark. 
, The pipe-clay is chiefly found near the town, and 
formerly a considerable quantity was exported to 
England, and a pottery at Rostrevor (8) ; but this 
bas long ceased to be an article of export. 

Throughout the above tract the sub-stratum is gener» 
ally what the farmers call tiUt and the soil tho* naturally 
•tiff is, for the greatest part wrought into a rich loam by 
successive manures, particularly of the sea-wreck, 
which is thrown on the shore in great quantities during 
autumn and winter, and is in general use, being es- 
teemed a powerful iuvigorator of the soil. 

The most common mode of using this manure is 
spreading it on the land as kd from the sea, during 
the winter months \ or making it into dunghills and let- 
ing jt lie over year, to ferment and rot ; the former 
mode is most common, particularly tor marring 
Aieadows. 

That 

(8) From tradition of old inhkbitants^ Harris' history of 
the county Down* 
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The nethod however which is most approved 
i^ mixing it in flayers with other dung, and letting 
both rot before spreading on the land; except 
when used in this manner^ if potatoes are set on it, 
(though the quantity are usually numerous) th^ quali- 
is always of an inferior kind* 

Lime is also used as a manure ; the common way is 
spreading it over the lea in autunm | some, however 
Diix it with dung, for setting potatoes on. In either 
case, three or four good crops are generally taken , 
often more \ for many farmers rather exhaust their 
land before they let it lie one year or two ka. 

As the land extends from the sea, it gradually be- 
comes calcarious, generally resting on a white or gray 
limestone, commonly the former, except in the north 
west part of the west division $ where the soil is 
cither mostly argillaceou9| or of a light moory nature, 
covered with heath in many places, and generally in« 
- cumbent on a strat«m of rock or gravel. 

At the northern extremity of the other divisions 
are also tracts of bog and heath, on the like stratum, 
which seem to preclude all improvement. 

The different kinds of stones here, are basaltes (or 
whinstone,) trap, glabular, and arenaceoris, white lime* 
stone, exactly resembling chalk, grayish limestone, 
green and gray sandstone ; also, red, gray and black 
flints of that kind called Pyromachus or green flint. 

The basaltes makes its appearance in several places, 
particularly along the shore ; first at Ballinascreen, 
then at the Green-island, which is literally a basalt 
rock, covered with a very light stratum of earth, 
again at Sea-park or Cony -bury, and lastly at the 
king's castle adjoining the town. All these rocks are 
lost in the sea, the last mentioned is visible at low 
water mark several perches off the castle. In > the 
neighbourhoodof eachofthe above places, grayish ar- 
gillaceous sandstone is found ; some times the grain ot 
it is so very compact that it has been mistaken for 
good freestone, which it much resembles. 

Sandstone similar to the above is found in 
strata on the southern branch of Woodbum river \ 

in 
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in Its masses are various maritime sKelU, as cockles i 

and thie like^ petirfied, also the shell anomia lacunosa '^ 
which has hitherto been only found in a fossil state ; 
some greenish sandstone is also found at same place. 
The Knockogh, a hill about two miles from the 
town, likewise exhibits in several places, an appearance 
of irregular basaltes, especially on the S. E. part, 
which is in dififerent places stratified with congregated 
t^ar; sometimes this strsttum runs horizontally in a 
curved direction, but commonly in the manner of 
layers. In the same hill, about 600 feet above .the 

level of Carrickfergus bay, is a stratum of greenish ^■ 

.earth supposed to be a marine soil, in which are 
found several kii^ds of marine shells, generally dif- 
ferent from those* of the adjoining bay, all petrified; 
among these is the common oyster, " ( Ostr^a edulus)* 
Tnals were formerly made throughout this country 
for coals, and accordingto tradition, some were found 
near SuUa-tober ; none however were ever produced to 
public inspection, from which circumstance it is 
likely this rumour was unfounded. 

Some limestone of a grayish colour is to be seen 
on the northern bank of Woodburn, and limestone 
of the white kind is raised in many places ; when 
burnt it is usually sold frpm is. Id* to Is. Ad. per 
barrel ; its quality is said to be rather inferior to 
that raised at the Cave-hill, near Belfast. 

Zeolyte of a dead white colour is found in several 
places throughout this district, attached to calcareous 
sandstone ; that in the sandstone on the southern branch 
of Woodburn river, assumes rather a crystalization : 
the masses found here vary from one fourth of an 
inch in thickness to near an inch ; they seldom exceed 
•an ounce in weight. 

This fossil is said to be composed of argillaceous, 
siliceous, and calcareous earths, united in certain pro« 
portions to water. Its most remarkable property is, 
that it forms a gelatinous mixture in the course of a 
Jew hours with any of the mineral acids, most readily 

with 
L 
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vrith spirit of nitre. It is supposed to arise frciri the 
<iecomposition of volcanic. products, in places whose 
fii-es have been long since extinguished; it abounds 
m Iceland, isle of Bourbon, and the irregular ba- 
. saltes of the Giant's Causeway (9) and in most cal-, 
careous districCs of the county of Antrim. 

Three kinds of gypsum or alabaster are found 
within this district, viz. granular, fibrous, and la- 
minated ; they arc found between high and low water 
mark, alon^ the whole extent of the coast, forming 
irregular vems from-one fourth of an inch to two feet 
thick, in indurated clay, generally of ablueish or reddish 
colour J the day regularly stratificdAhe strata dipping 
S. W. That found in the blueish clay is of a white- 
-ish coloi^r ; in the reddish clay a reddish colotlr. Thfe 
gypsum seems invariably to shun the basalte»; in no 
instance which I have seen does ij approach jiearer 
than six or seven perches. 

Some of the >above is raised both for home coh- 
tumption and exportation, and is usually sold at about 
40s. per ton, 

.Qpposite both the Irish and Scotch^quarters, on dig- 
fi^^g at- certain places in the strand at low water, are 
found a stratum of peat, trees, leaver of trees- and hazel 
nuts. The trees are either elder, sallow w hazeVeom* 
monly the two last ; they usually lie'N. £, and S. W. 
On several of them the common moss, better known 
here by the name of fog f still adhere, among which is 
found the snail's sheU (heHx hortensis). The stratum 
of peat in which they lie is generally only a few inches 
ircm the surface, and varies fxt)m six to twenty 
inches in depth. Some of this peat which was dried 
and burned emitted a blueish flame, 'and had a dis- 
agreeable smell, resembling sulphur. 

The shells of these nuts are commonly entire, and 
many ot their kernels in a petrified state ; soitieof these 
Icemels are transparent, and others rather resemblfc in'co- 
lo ur the brown pebbles on the adjoining beacli* Od ex- 
amination 

(?) Hamilton's letters, county Anerlm. 
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ammation the petrifaction appears to have formed from 
tfee circumference to the centre i' some of the tim- 
ber of the elder and sallow» found here, is likewise 
petrified, which petrifactioo appears to begin at the 
centre. 

On being analyzed by a gentleman of distinguished 
abilities/ the nuts were found to be composed of 
crystalized carbonate of lime. Peat, nuts, and the 
like* timber are fbund in the opposite shore near Ban^ 
gor, but neither are in the least degree petrified ^ : 
the soil is not calcareoiM. 

The peat itself befing found in such a situation, . 
offers a wide field of speculation to the naturalist, and' 
certainly d<jserves minute investigation* as the like 
is not found tn {his kingdom. Some persons have 
supposed that the peat and trees were driven down 
the Lagan river by some terrible convukion, and after- 
wards settled in the creeks of this bay ; this opinion, 
however, appears rather wil(H for it certainly seems 
moreJikely that the sea, which is always encroaching^ 
on this doast, had, at some remote period, en- 
croached on a peat bog here, the softness of which- 
made it more ejsy to be washed away, and has now- 
only left the present strata. 

This hypothesis receives some support from the 
foflowing fact. The sea is at present two or three- 
feet deep each tide, where, within the memory o£ se- 
veral persons, were . houses and gardens ; and in no- 
instanpe is the sea receding on this coast. At present 
the sea is encroaching on a piece of ground near the 
town, the sub-stratum of which is composed of stones^ 
smoothed by friction ; they hav^ generjdly the appear- 
ance of those found in the beds of rivers, or the black- 
ish ones on the neighbouring beach. 

The face of this country has a pleasing inequality 
of surface ; a ridge running W. N. W. by E. S. E. 
the whole extent of this county. Near the western 
extremity of this ridge, is the highest hill of this 
country, it is call^ 8lieve4rue i. e. the hill ot three, 
and is supposed to be about 1000 feet above the 
level of Carjickfergus bay. . 
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The yiew from this hill on a clear day i« remarkably 
fine ; it includis a distant view of some high hills in 
Galloway shire, Scotland, and the isle of Mann, 
the mountains of Mourne, part of the town of Belfast^ 
and adjoining bay, with that firie shelving country, 
from Ballymacarrett to Donaghadee» A large tract 
of the county Antrim is also seen from h^nce, like* 
wise Loughneagh and several hills in the counties of 
Tyrone and Derry. - , 

Near the above hill is another, detached from the 
forecited ridge ; it is called the Kncckoshi i. c. the 
virgin's hill, anciently called K^cksk6iaghf i. e. the 
hiU of the white thorn ; a great number of this 
kind grow beneath its. southern brow, which is finely 
infracted,, and here and there covered w^th natursd 
shrubs, as hasel Sec, which add net a little to its ro« 
mantic appearance *. 

The mineral waters of this country are not numcrom, 
yet they afford variety : adjoining the eastern part of 
the town in the bed of a small river, i^ a well of 
nitrous water, commonly called Miss Spaights well, 
from that gentlewoman causing an arch to be erect* 
ed over it for its preservation. This arch is now 
fallen down, and the well nearly lost by the river flow- 
ing over it during floods. 

No experiments as far as I know, have been 
made upon this water, except by Dr. Rutty, who. 



* Beneath the S. E. part of this hill: Is a large tract of 
l:Mid called the Trooper- land, from being formerly occu- 
pied as pasturage for the horses of this garrison, axid till 
lately government claimed it as their property. In 1772 
General Gisborn wrote to the mayor, that two troops of 
light dragooBf were coming hither to occupy those lands, 
upon which information C. R. Dobbs, esquire, deputy may- 
or, called an assembly of the aldermen and burgesses, who 
returned by the maycJr an answer to General Gisborn,** that 
they coo 1(1 not let the drago&ns occupy those lands, they 
baring them set ofF to proper tenants." Since that tim« 
they have remained in Un;^stuj?bed possession of the cor« 
poration. — ^tcords of thf Gitrporation, 
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in Ills account of the **Mineral Waters of Ir da*. J,V 
has given the following. 

** It curdles and instantly deposits a white sedi- 
ment with the solution of salt of tartar, exhibits a 
white incrastation at the sides of the glass with spirit 
of sal ammoniac, and curdles strongly with soap ; ex^ 
fiibits a white yellowish cloud, and turns blueish with 
a small sediment with solution of silver, and whey- 
idh with a small whitish sediment with sugar of lead ; 
but was clear with solution of alum. 

Oil of vitrol and spirits of salt made but a mi- 
nute ebullition with it. Boiled with equal parts of milk 
curdled it with a clear whey. The water boiled 
beef white, nor did the solution of the salt redden 
it#^ Syrup of violets struck it of a pale green, ash- 
bar^, of a bright blue, rhubarb of a deep yellow, 
brazil of a pale colour fading to the colour of Zo- 
tura carnium, and logwood of a pale purple, also 
soon fading. 

Galls infused soon exhibited a blueish circle near 
the surface, anp sumack turned it wheyish, and ex- 
hibited a deep green circle to a considerable depth 
next morning. 

The Analysis, 

A gallon 'yielded 132 grains of sediment : when 
it was evaporated low, it manifested a bitterness not 
€en^ible Deforc, and during evaporation it threw up 
a calcareous scum, fennenting strongly with- spirit 
of salt. 

The sediment has far less acrimeny and less bitter- 
ness than is observable in the sediments of most 
purging waters, being but a weakly saline and ob* 
ecurely bitterish taste ; it fermented with vinegar, 
and turned slowly green with Syrup of violtts ; on 
the red hot iron it lay still, stunk but did not 
sparkle. 

The salt separated from the indissoluble parts, is 
of a brackish taste and bitter in the throat: f=o the 

filtered 

hi . 
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fiherea "Hqtkdr from lialf a dram of tlie sediment , 
boiled in a pint of distilled water to half a pint, h 
nadseously bitter, and precipitates a large white grur 
mous sediment with solution of salt of tartar, and a 
white sediment with solution of silver, but less ia , 
quantity than was yielded by a solution of equal 
strength of the salt of kilroot water, the last being a 
"marine salt. 

• The same 3alt in substance excited a moderate ebul- 
lition, and an acid fume with oil of Yitriol,' but no 
ebullition with vinegar. 

Half a dram of it boiled with half a pint of milk 
curdled it, though not with a hmpid whey. It moist- 
ened in the air. On the red hot iron it did not rise 
in blisters like common calcareous nitre^ but lay ?lill 
there • and burned black. 

Of indissoluble matter the above sediment yielded 
but six grains out of thirty three of sediment, which 
indissoluble matter sparkled much on the red hot 
iron, was by an hours calcination become very white, 
and reduced from six grains to four. It reddened 
a little with the solution of mercury sublimate cor- 
rosive in < water, and by a further calcination ac- 
quired a little of the taste of lime. 

Corol : — The principal impregnating salt is cal- 
careous nitre, and this in a very moderate propor- 
tion, with v/hich is combined a little marine salt, 
some limestone arid a little sulphur'* 

The water is fouiid to be purgative, but r^quh-es 
r.ear two quarts to produce that effect ; during the 
epidemic dysentery about the year 1742, it was 
used with success when made into a posset with 
milk (n)- 

A little eastward of this spring on a rising ground 

7«bout a mile from the sea, in a stiff yellow clay soil, 

is a spring of salt water, said by the forementioned 

. author to be the strongest saline spring in Ireland ; 

the 

(?0) Ru'ty on the mineral waters of Ireland. 
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the following is his account and experiments npon it. 
** The taste of this water is exactly that of a 
strong solution of Sea-salt, and the comparative spe- 
cific gravity by the hydrometer was as I have dis- 
cribea in the last section. This water exhibited a 
gross white cloud and sediment with solution of salt 
of tartar, and spirit of sal ammoniac, a sti£f curd and 
white sediment with solution of silvei, a white gru- 
mescence and curd with solution of sugar of lead. 
It made some little ebullition with oil of vitriol, none 
with vinegar._ It tume^^ wh^ish both with galls and 
9umack ; deep red with logwood, of ttie colour of 
Lotura carnium with brazil. It exhibted a blue cir- 
cle at the surface with ashbark, and a brown am- 
ber colour with rhubarb. 

The Analysis. 
A gallon yielded two ounces, and thirty-six 
grains of sediment, so that it is ne^ly of the 
strength of Leamii^on and Harrigate waters. The 
•ediment above mentioned has the entire taste and 
gther appearances of marine salt ; it excited a great 
ebullition, and acid fume with the oil of vitriol, 
and crackled and fled on the red hot iron. 

It did not turn green but red at the edges with sy- 
rup of violets, an argument of more acid than in most 
the salts. 

Mixed with the blood flowing from the veins, thit 
.became remarkably more florid than was the bloid 
flowing from the same veins unmixed. 
, It left in ihe filtfe an inconsiderable proportion of 
indissoluble matter." 

The author concludes by suppodng ** it might be 
advantageously used for the same purpo3e8 as other 
saline waters,** 

An atte\npt was formerly made to discover rock 
salt here, but it was abandoned after diggiug a few 
yards 

Near the west bank of Loughmom is a spring of 
«, sulphureous 
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sulphureous chalybeate water, once in great repute 
for curing various disea^, great numbers resorting'- 
to it during summer ; it has however lost its good 
name, though the water to all appearance retains its 
former qualities. 

That part of thi^ district lying along the shore, 
ehxibits an agreeable landscape, in consequence 
of numerous enclosures, clumps of trees, gentlemen's 
seats, and a pretty numerous population. The most 
remarkable se^ts are, Prospect, the seat of Henry C. 
Ellis, ^squirej Pausilypo, the seat of William D. Bur- 
L'igh, esquire, Burleigh4iill, the seat of George Bur* 
leigh, esquire, and Thornfield the seat of Sir William 
Kirk, knight. Also Sea-park» the seat of Thomas L, 
Stewart, esquire. North-lodge, the scat of E. D. W. 
Boyd, esquire, and Scout bush, the «eat of James 
Craig, esquire. M. P.— The latter gentleman's seat 
stands on a rismg ground within an ancient military- 
post, formerly called the Scout-guard, or Lettice land 
(II); a deep foss by which it waa encompassed is yet 
to be seen. 

'1 here are upwards of two acres of ground within 
this trench, which appear to have been a;quadrangle 
flanked with bastions, and entered by draw-bridges,- 
on the east and north. Tradition says this was for- 
merly possessed by a protestanufamily called Crymble,* 
and that during the civil wars about 1642, a cathoKc 
nurse who lived with the family, let down one of the 
drawbridges in the night, and admitted a party of 
catholics who massacred the whole family. 

Besides the above «eats, several others display a 
considerable degree of neatness ; some farm houses are 
also particularly so, among those, the reverend 
John Savage, and Mr. John Scott's are most remark- 
able. 

Farm-houses and offices are kept in repsdr by th^ 
tenants ; where the leases are not near^out and under 

and 

(1 ] ) Grants of Jaaes • to Sir Arthur Chlch«ster. 
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an indalgent landlord^ they arc pretty comfortable ; 
but where the reverse prevails, as is sometimea 
the.case, they are mostly poor hovels, particularly 
those occupied by cotters. It is not straying very 
iar from truth, to make use .of a conunon phrase, 
*' you. might reach vour hand down the chimney and 
take a potato out of the pot." 

A french author* I beheve Rousseau, has remarked 
that *< the civilizapon of a country is best known by 
the state of its public roads ;'* if this is ^ just observa- 
ation, we are making very considerable progress, as 
they are much improved lately. About seventy 
yeafs ago very few roads were gravelled here, and 
those gravelled only about two yards wide ; biidges 
were also very rare 1 

This country does not present a great variety of 
plants to the eye of^the botanist ; yet perhaps fully a^ 
' much as other districts possessing as little variety of soil^ 
Jiowever, upwards of two .hundred kinds have been 
discovered, some of which are rather rare. For a 
catalogue of such as are most remarkable ^ee appendix, 
No- 16. 

The land here has advanced much in its value with- 
in the last thirty years ; on an average it is doubled, and 
in many instances more than trebled. Town-parks 
now let fi:t>m £^ lOs. to £*1 per acre, and ground 
for potatoes is set by the square perch, without dung, 
at the rate of j^lS per acre; nevertheless some moory 
tracts are ttill let so low as four shillings per acre. 
The lands are all let by the Irish plantation acre. 

Form^ly the leases granted by the different land- 
holders were generally for forty-one years Or three 
4ives, but as the leases expire they are adopting the 
plan of short ones j those granted at present are either 
twenty -one years or thiee lives, or thirty -one. ye^s 
and one life. 

Many farms here were formerly wrought in run -dale 
or partnership, even some within these fifty years, but 
as the leases expired, the custoii appears to have expired 
al£o,the landlords in the new introducing a clause which 

forbid 
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forbid the practice. This clause appears to h^ve ope- 
rated much in fayour of agriculture, and likewise pre - 
vented many petty quarrels among those who follow- 
ed this pernicious custom. 

The agriculture of this ^country, though far from 
perfect, is much improved lately^ many parts former- 
ly commonage has been of late reclaimed into arable 
land, or planted with ornamental or forest trees; 
whose thriving appearance promises to add not a 
little to the general aspect of the country. 

The arable farms are seldom large, generally from 
10 to 30 acres; but in the mountainous tracts where 
the people rear young cattle, or take in tuch as graa» 
ers, they are generally much larger. 

The fences in those places are cither made of sodf 
or what is usually termed the dry stone ditch or wall ; 
but.near the tow n the inclosureB are commonly made 
up of earth, faced at the bottom with stone* and plant- 
ed with thorn or other quioks, generally the former. 

The former fences throughout tins country were 
generally the broad ditch 'and high earthen bank 
overgrown with turze and blackberry bramble ; these 
fences commonly took jip the breadth of three com- 
^on ridges of ground. They are now removing^ 
very ^ast, and are replaced with a narrow ditch and 
bank, usually planted with thorn quicks. 

The crops cultivated here are wheat, barley, oats, 
flax and potatoes. Of the wheat less is sown than 
formerly ; the chief cause is safd \o be that one crop 
of it was found by experience to reduce, the land 
as much as three of oats. Some barley is sown here, 
usually in April, this crop is generally very pro- 
ductive. 

Oats are the pnncipal grkin sown ; the kinds are 
commonly, blanter, poland, and potato, since the 
introduction of the latter some excellent crops have 
been produced after liming or potatoes. A field 6lf 
the potato oatj last Reason sold by public aucttoo at 
£25 1 1 s. Od. 'per acre ; and from fourteen pecks of 
the like seed sown by Ae same farmer, in a field ad-^ 

joining 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



119 

joinii^g, eighteen bole* were produced. A bok it six 
bushels. 

The general course of crops are, Ist, potatoes plan, 
ted in the lazy-bed way over the dung,— 2d, o^ts,-*- 
Sd oats — 4th, oats ; after this process they commonly 
let it lie two years lea^ or else set potatoes on it the 
following season. 

The quantity of oats sown per acre differs ac- 
cording to the species ; the following are the general 
quantities; 

Blanter, 18 pecks or four bushels and a half per acre. 

Potato, from 14 to 15 pecks per acre. 

On the introduction of . the latter species, about 
ll years ago, most fstrmers only sowed from nine 
to ten pecks per acrCy an opinion prevailing that a- 
bout the half quantity of seed was sufiBcient ; ia a few 
seasons however they were qonrinced of their error, 
and now generally sow^s cnentioned above 

Of flax here httle can be said, none being sown 
save far home consumption. 

The potato crops are generally good, particularly 
near the town 5 the lazy-bed way is commonly adhered 
to, rery few being set in drills by the plough. 
Those set by the plough though commonly very abun* 
dant in quantity^ are always deficient in quality. 

Many farmera however prefer » mixed mode for 
potatoes, viz. ploughing and harrowing the ground 
previous to spreadiiig the dung ; these are always 
set in ridges, and . taking them on an average are the 
test crop. The breadth of ridges is commonly 
about three to* the perch, including furrows commonly 
called shoughs. The times of planting are from the 
latter end of March to the end of May, chiefly about 
the beginning of the last month. 

Turnips are seldom sown as winter food for cattle, 
and the Ww sown only by gentleman farmers. 

The price of ploughing and harrowing to those wlio 
do not keep horses of their own, is from £2 to £2 5s. 
per acre. 

Some 
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Some farmers are beginning to use the Scotch 
plough, and make very good work with it, drawn 
hj two horses; but that in general use is a home 
made 'clumsy plough, commonly drawn by four 
horses. 

The adrocatcs for the latter say, that the Scotch 

* plough does not turn up the land in a proper manner ; 

but a very intelligent ploughman informs me that this is 

an error, as it is very superior to the plough in 

general use. 

The common wheel cars are in general use 
throughout the country, except by carriers who are 
all audopting the cart, which doubtless answers 
their purpose much better. 

The ancient slide*car has almost entirely dissapear- 
cd within the last forty years, and is replaced, with 
the above late exceptions, by the wheel car. About 
eighty years ago ihere were only two <xf the latter 
within this county (12). 

Themeadows throughout this country are mostly na- 
tural and clothed with all the common grasses, 
among which is the ^fiorin (agrostis stohnijera)^ 
The general mode of improvemement is manuring 
with sea weed ; some hayseeds are also sown, chiefly 
those called rye-grass, and white hayseed. Some 
clover is likewise sown ; this is chiefly by those having 
'small farms or in the gardens of cottagers* It is 
usually sown with grass^seed or flax, the latter is 
generally preferred, as in pulling the flax the ground 
is loosened which gives the clover more room to spring 
up. 

There are few orchards here, and stiH fewer in a 
thriving condition ; these will perhaps decrease as 
land encreases in value. 

This country at present hat but little timber , but 
planting is becoming frequent; within these few 
years many thousands of young trees have been plant- 
ed in clumps and screens near the different gentlemen's 
seats. The 

(19) From tradition of old inhabitants. 
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The natural wood and 8hrul)8 of this country are ■ 
ash, h^zel, hawthorn, . black-thofn, and muuntain 
tnllow Abo furze, or whin, heath, or heather, black- 
berry bramble, rasp -berry bramble, blea-berry (vacci- 
nium myriiUus), ivy, and bucky briar (arvensis 
canina). 

Of the breed of horned cattle here nothing can be said 
with any degree of certainty, being such a mixture 
that there is no trace of any particular stock. How- 
ever on the rich tract which extends along ihe shore, 
they are generally large ; and gradually become 
smaller as the land is less fertile. The price, of cows 
of course is various— From seven to thirteen pounds. 

A considerable number of catde is reared within 
this district, chiefly by those living near the com- 
mons of the corporation, who rear nearly all their 
calves. Much milk is also brought into the town to 
be sold, mostly from that part of the country .; the 
new- milk is sold at two-pence per quart, which is 
double the price it was 1 3 years ago ! Buttcr-milk 
is sold at three quarts for one penny, by some at one 
halfpenny per quart, during winter. 

In and near the town, during summer and aiitumn, 
a CO siderable quantity of cheese is made ; said to be 
'equ to the best imported from England, Those 
chi' es are either sold at home or io Belfast) the usual 
pridfe' at present ia eight pence per pound. In 1 778 
they were sold at Sa. per pound, and in ISCM* at 6d. 
per pound. 

Of horses nothing can be advanced, the breed being 
no way remark ^ble ; highland ponies, or of that strain, 
are much used in the moutainous tracts. 

The breed of sheep are neither remarkable? for size 
•nor fleece, and their numbers are considerably dimi- 
nished within the last thirty years ; so much so that 
they are now rarely seen on an arable dist ict. Those 
now kept are chiefly by persons who possess moun- 
tain farms, or live near the commons t even these 
are. inconsiderable. 

M 
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The wild animak of this district >re foxes, badgers, 
otters (mustella lutra), hares, rabbits, hedge-hogs 
(mustella vulgaris), brown lizards (lacerta ▼ulgaris), 
fetid shrew (sorex araneus}, Norway rat (mus decu- 
manus), mouse, (mus muscuhis). The three firlft are 
scarcer than formerly ; the fox and otter rather rare. 
In this country and adjoining bay are several species 
of hires ; some of which are rather scarce in this kingr 
dom. For a catalogue of such as are found here, see 
appendix No. 17. 

The price of labour is much advanced within the 
last sixty years, though not in proportion to the com- 
mon necessaries of life. The following list forms a 
• contract on this head. ^ 

In 1755. 
Men servant's wages per year - • j^ 8 3 
Mowing per day, with diet • - • 9 

-5 without diet - - - II 

Cutting turf, with diet ---^- . ~6^ 
— ^without diet - - - • 10 

Reaping, with diet -,-.-• • 4 

without diet . • . - • 6\ 

Setting potatoes, with diet - - . - 4 

i— without diet . - - 6^ 

A cow's grazing during^ summer, from sixteen to 
twenty shillings. 

About 1761 i>atmeal sold here from three to four 
shillings per cwt. 

Potatoes from 3d. to 4d. per peck* 
Beef about lOs.. per cwt. 
Butter from 3d. to 4d. per lb. 

In 1811. 
Men servants wages per year, from 12 to i^lS. 
Mowing per d^, with diet . . • - 2 8^ 
.. — ^ — — without diet - * - 3 9 

or 78. 7d. per acre. 
Cutting turf, with diet • '• * Is. Id. to 1 S 

^««.-. ' without diet ... - 21 

Reaping, v^th diet •- - -- • 1 1 
— — — —-without diet • • - - - 18 

Setting 
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Setting potatoes, with diet * Is. Sd. to 1 I 

without diet - 1 8 to 2 

A cow's grazing during summer, from i£2 10s. to 
j53 88 Sd, ' 

At present (June \%\\). 

Oatmeal 18*. per cwt. 

Potatoes, from Is. Id. to Is. Sd. per peck« 

Beef, 6d. per pound. 

Butter from 1 s. to Is. 2d. per pound. The pound 
of fresh butter is eighteen ounces. % 

The number of dwelling houses at present within 
the corporation, exclusive of the town, is 612 : in- 
cluding the ^ town (agreeable to the return page 40^, 
1 1 15. In 1725 tUe number of dwelling houses with- 
in the corporation, including the town, was only 54d 
(13), increase 569 houses, v 

The number of inhabitants, independent of the town, 
is 3060;* including the town (consistent with the form- 
er return), 5437. 

By a return taken by order of government, in 
in January 1692, of those fit to bear arms, between 
sixteen and sixty, there were only 464 persons, 71 of 
whom were roman' catholics (14). According to a 
return taken in April 1810, pf those between sixteen 
and forty -five, 779 were found eligible to serve in. 
the militia« Neither yeomen nor sea-fencibles were 
included in this last return, besides several other sea- 
faring people. 

The bay of Carrickfergus is believed to be the 
the Vinderius of Ptolemy ( 1 5), and is both safe and 
commodious ; the breadth at the entrance is about 

sevea 

(IS) Dobb'foa the trade of Ireland. (H) Records of tlie 
corporation. (15) Ware's Antiquities. 

* This estimate is taken from an enumeration of the inha- 
bitants of 91 houses, which bouses contained 470 persons, 
.viz. 250 males, aud 220 females. The real estimate is per* 
iiaps somewhat hi;^her ; none of the above houses being 
near anv cotton factory. At the cotton mills of Adam, 
Gemmili, Ewing dn,^ co. 16 homes coatauzicd 72 males, ftn4 
5'2 females. 
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teven English miles, reckoning from Black Keail, 
county of Antrim, to Cross, or Light-house isle, one 
of the Copeland isles, near Donaghadee i the depth 
of water between those places varies from twelve to 
fourteen fathoms. The tide sets in from the north* 

From the entrance it narrows and grows shallower 
by degrees ; opposite the town of Carrickfergus it is 
about four miles in breadth, and from six to seven 
fathoms water in mid channel : it narrows pretty 
gradually to the Long-bridge, Belfast, which may be 
said to be its termination, though the tide flows conai* 
derably above said bridge. 

Near the southern entrance of this bay is a ridge 
of black rocks called the Briggs, which run out for 
about 400 yards 5 they ar& always covered at high 
water : on their northern extremity is a large buoy.. 

On the north side of the bay, near the entrance, 
about a mile off the shore is a reef of rocks, called in 
some charts the north Briggs, but commonly the 
Clachans. At a little distance, they resemble an irre- 
gular village ; they are covered each tide. Their 
name is probably derived from the Erse ; ciachan in 
that dialect signifies, the stone circle. Between the 
Big-island, one of the Copeland isles* and Donaghai- 

dee, 

* The Copeland islet are situated on the south side "of 
the entrance of this bay, and take their name from ao 
English family called Copeland, who settled on the adjacent 
shore in the latter end of the twelfth century, A town- 
l;ind opposite, in Down, is still called Ballycopeland. These 
isles are now known by the following names ; Big-isfe, 
Cross, or Light-house isle, and Mew-tsle. The former of 
these isles is inh; bited, and contains about 225 acr^s of 
arable land; it is well watered : on the west side are the fuint 
of a church. Cross-isle is about a mfte in circumference; 
on it is a lighthouse. Mew-isle is not inhabited ; it con- 
tains seven or eight acres of excellent ■ pasturage ; it takes 
its name from the great number of sea-mews, or gulls, 
which frequent it. 

All these istends formerly belonged to the abbey of Ban- 
gor ; and afterits dissolution were granted, 27th November, 
1612, by /ames 1st. to Sir James Hamilton^ who held them 

by 
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d?e, 18 also a dangerous s • ik » rock called the De- 
puty, on which are nine feet water at low ebb. 

About a mile S. W. of Carrickfergus castle» is a 
•and-bank nearly a mile in length ; on which are about 
eight feet water at ebb. The Speedwell, a Scotch ship, 
was wrecked on it during the reign of king William 
II L (16) ; and in the winter of 1799, the William,, of 
Maryport, a coal brig, struck upon it and wa& lost ; 
the crew were saved. The above are the only vessels 
known to have suffered materially upon it, though 
several others have grounded* 

Spme kelp is burnt along this shore ; but except 
when the price is veiy hiofh, the quantity h inconsi- 
derable. All sea -weed cast on shore within this 
district, is the property of the corporation ; It was 
fbnnerly let off, at the- annual rent of £3 {17) : at 
present the corporation appear to have dropt this 
claim, for it is now gathered promiscuoui»ly. 

About two miles and a half north of Carrickfergps, is 
a large lake of fresh water called Loughmorn, literally, 
Loughmor, i. e. the great lough ; it is about amile and 
a quarter long, and at a mean about half a mile broad. 
It is said to be the largest sheet of water of the 
same altitude in Ireland, being 566 feet above the 
level of Carrickfergus bay; lis water is supposed to 
be formed by a large spring- near its centre, as ths re is 
no appearance of any near- its margin. This opinion 
is son-.ew'iat confirmed, as a plTace near the centre is 
seldom frozen during winter. The water is pure, and 
is stored with eels and pike : during winter it is much 
frequented by wild fowl, as wild-duck, widgeon, teal 
and the like. The land near this lough is generally 
indifferent j and its, beaiity is nearly lost, as its banks 

are 

fjy fealty from, the catll« of DbbUn and Carmkferjruc. 
At present they belong to David Ker, esquire, of Portavt), 
and are considered to be in the parish of Bangor- — Harris'' 
bittori/ of the county of Down — Lodge's Pci^rage, , \ 

(16 » Harris* history of the county of Down. ( 17)^ Ret- 
«ordt of the Corporation. 

M. S 
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ire destitute of planting. ' Very little water runs m. 
but a stream runs out of it which turns a cotton milL 

Concerning the origin of this lough, there is the 
. following strange tradition. That it was once a large 
town, when one evei»ing an old man came intd it 
seeking a lodging, and being refused by several peo- 
ple, he said, ** although it was a town then, it woifld 
be a lough ere mom." He instantly left the town, 
and retired to an adjacent hilL The people were soon 
alarmed by the ground sinking, and eels rising about 
their hearth stones, when lo ! in an instant the town 
sunk, ** and like the baseless fabric of a vision, left not 
a wreck behind.** The tradition adds that since this 
event, the place has been called L»oughmorn. 

About forty perches from the western bank of 
this lough is a deep glyn, called Lignaca, i. e. the 
noisy vale, into which a small river falls, forming a 
fine cascade. This stream after running a few per- 
ches in the glyn, enters the ground among some lime- 
stone, and is lost, but is said tojise about a mile and 
a half from where it enters, at a pkce called 
SuUa-tober, pioperly, Sallagh or Salla-tober, i, e. the 
Sallow, well. If it is Lignaca water that rises here, 
it doubtless receives a supply in its course, as the 
<|uantity issuing from Sulla-tober, considerably exceeds 
that entering at Lignaca, particularly in dry summer?. 
During winter or the time of floods, the subterraneous 
funnel above Sulla tober is often unable to vent the 
water coming thither, and -it then often rises, with 
p-eat force through the chinks of the limestone, 
thereabouts. Several attempts were lately made 
to ascertain whether. Lignaca and Sulla-tober waters 
really communicated, but without succesa. 

The rivers and brooks of this country are numerous, 
but none of considerable magnitude ; they are however 
of much importance to society, as aU that are fitj are 
rendered instruments to assist human industry, and 
made as it were to toil iu the different manufactories 
of the country. 
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The most remarkable is Woodbum, both for size 
and beauty ; its banks perhaps possessing as much 
natural beauty as any stream in Ulster. It rises 
from several springs in the western part of this county, 
and consists of two branches, both bearing the same 
namcy and uniting .abouc a mile and a half from the 
sea. The scenery of either is truly charming ; their 
banks being in many places covered vrith a profusion 
of natural shrubbery, and each having a fine cascade. 
That on the northern is particularly picturesque ; the . 
stream- falling down a ledge of infracted rocks, w hose 
summits are clad with shrubs entwined with the 
clambering ivy. 

The sheet of water is not very large, and conse- 
quently does not send forth that stunning noise which 
renders some cascades rather dissagreeable ; it. is, to 
use the words of a learned author, *< a uniform 
murmur, such as composes the mind to pensive medi- 
tation." Each stream has several lesser falls besides 
the forementioned 5— 

^* And falling fast from gradcia> slope to slope, 
f» With wild infracted course and lessened roar, 
. ^ It gains a s;»fer bed, and steals at last, 
•* Along the mazes of the quiet vale." 
In its course it turns a large cotton-mill, and sup* 
plies two cotton printfields with water, then empties 
itself into the sea a little S. W. of the town. 

At the southern fall are two caves hewn in a rock ;. 
the upper one is called Peter*s cave, they can be entered 
with some difficulty, but are not spacious. 

In the bed of this river is found the sea urchin, 
(echinus coroxalis) petrified into flint, which as yet 
has been only found in a fossil state ; it is com- 
monly called the horse elf-stone. The star-stone, (isi» 
asteria) is also found in this river, near its entrance 
into the sea. 

Being a mountain stream,this river after heavy rains 
rises*considerabIy, and runs with great rapidity. Sunday 
August 5th, 1810, it -rose so suddenly after a water- 
spout, that it earned off a number of cowa which 

were 
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w.^re g»"J7Jng on its banks. None of the oattle 
were, liovvever drowned, being cast on shore on the 
holme*. 

Loughmorn river, anciently called Orland-water, 
takes its rise from the forementioned lough, and 
taking an easterly coarse joinsanother small stream, 
and is then called the Copeland water. It disemboguer 
ilselF into the sea about a mile east of the town. 

Siilla-tober river rises about a mile and a half north 
of the town from beaeath a limestone rock, and 
taking a southern course, turns a cotton'-mill, aud 
empties itself into this bay at the Scotch -quarter. 

The other streams are so" small as to require no 
particular notice No fish aie inhabitants of the above 
rivers save trout and eel ; except during the beginning 
of winter, when some young salmon, or as they are* 
generally termed grawls, ascend the streams for the 
purpose of rooding. At present their numbers are 
inconsiderable. 

The corporation are proprietors of the fishery of 
all the rivers within its beundaries ; but in 1705, they 
set them off to John Chaplin, esquire ; in the records 
is the following notice on this subject. " 12th 
February 1705, ordered, that John Chaplin, burgess,, 
have a deed from the town for the salmon fishery, 
from Boneybefore to the Coney bery point, paying 
yearly, sixpence, and to Mr, Mayor, Recorder, 
Sheriffs, and Town- clerk, two Salmon each, yearly, 
and to every burgess one, when caught. '^ A piece 
of ground was also granted same time to him for the 
purpose of drying hit nets, without any additional^ 
expencc 

This country still exhibits numerous monuments 
of the primitive inhabitants, especially in rath^, bar- 
rows, and cairns ; lietween the two former, nineteen yet 
remain. They are called promiscuously mounts^ 
foi ths or moats, and belieted by some to be the abode 
of fairies, which opiDion has contributed not a little to 
th^i preservation.. 

The 
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The latter name, moat, is evidently a comiption of 
the Irish word mota^ signifying a mound 5 which cor^ 
responds with the most ancient name rath or raht^ a 
name primarily ignifying a place of security (IB)* 
Dun, which many of their names (throughout tkit 
kingdom) begin with, appears invariably to signify 
a fort, and both, in ancient Irish history, appear to 
signify the same (19). 

On these mounts were formerly held courts of judica* 
ture ; some of theirnames allude to the custom* begin- 
ning with /if, corrputed from /brj, which signiiied a 
court. Spencer says, <<it was conmion among the Iri&h 
CO make assembhes upon a rath or hill, there to parley 
about matches between township and township" (20). 

These mounts as they are usually called, present 
▼ery different appearances ; some high and gradually 
tapering to the top, others rather flat and hollow ih 
the middle, apparently intended for defence; both 
kinds generally encompassed by a foss. The 
foss of the flat kind is much broader and deeper 
than the others. Very little attention appears to have 
been paid to the situation of the ground on which 
they stand, the top of several being lower than some 
of the ground adjoining. 

It is a common observation that from one, another 
is always to be seen ; and I know of only one ex« 
ception to the truth of this observation, which per- 
haps proceeds from one 01* more having been levelled^ 
as I know of several having been destroyed -within 
the last twenty years. 

Mac Curtin in his " Vindication of the Antiqui- 
ty of Ireland," says, •« the Danes, about A. D. 85S 
began to build strong forts over all the kingdom, 
the Irish do call them rath or Hos ; they were so near 
one to another, that one might see one rath from an« 
other all over the whole kingdom." 

Giraldus 

(I8)ledwichg Antiquities. (19) Harris* history of the 
coiiAty of Down. (20) Spencer's view of IrelaB<l. 
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Giialdns Canabrensis^ expressly ascribes these forts 
to the Danes, aad Spencer mentions their having 
reared some of them ; however the Irish appear to 
have erected many such forts> long befofe the Danes 
conquered the country (21 )• They are said to have 
been proportioned to the property and power of the 
loparch ; round these the clan resided, and withia 
these they retreated from danger (22). 

Such of these mounts as are of a conical form ap- 
pear to have been raised as monuments of distinguished 
chiefs,; probably before the introduction of christian- 
ity, as the custom was originally Scythian (23 )« 
Oo opening one of these lately, adjoining Carrick* 
fergus, a place was discovered on the N. W, resera* 
bling a lime kiln, but without any cement. In the 
bottom were found ashes, charcoal of wood, and sonie 
human bones. A few yards from these, within a 
circle of large stones, ' laid on their side, was found a 
number of urns containing ashes, the same kind of 
charconl, and human bones. On the top of each 
urn was a large stone bearing evident marks of crema^ 
tion, and near them the. skulls and some other bonef 
of animals, which had been probably o£Fered in sa» 
crifice. Part of a deer's horn, the symbol of huntings 
which it was customary anciently to^ bury in a war- 
riors grave (24<), was also found at same place. 

As we never read of the Irish burning their dead 
(25), this mount or barrow, was certainly not of their 
erection ; but the Picts and other Scandinavian tribea 
who visited this country followed the custom. By a 
law of Odin, the Gothic legislatqr and Deity, the 
body was ordered to be burned, and- the ashes coU 
lected in an urn, and laid in a grave (26), 

Herodotus, who flourished 4»1 3 years before Christ, 
speaking of the tombs the Scythians raised for their 

kings, 

(21) Wares Antiquitie*. (22> Anthologia. Hibernica. :23> 
Mac Curtain's Vindication of the Antiquity of Ireland, 
(24) Dcssdrtations on Ossian. (25) O'Connor's DisserU* 
tions. ^i?6") LetlwicJi*s Antiquities. 
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kingSy saySy <' they laboured earnestly to raise at higk 
a mount for them as possible.** 

Lucan, the Roman poet, who flourished A. D. 65t 
alludes to the custom, when he says— 

** Under a mountain raised by hands, they keep 
'* Kmg's sacred ashes in eternal sleep.*' 

The same custom is also referred to in the IHad«<— » 
** High in the midst they heap the ^welling bed 
" Of rising earth, memorial of the dead/' 

Thomas Molyneux, M. D. in his discourse con- 
cemioff mounts and forts, mentions one opened near 
Carrickfergus, in' which were found several Danish 
trumpets of brass, such as were formerly used in war. 

Several of the flat kind have been levelled within 
these few years ; they confirm the accounts of their 
being intended merely for defence ; the breast- work 
or rampart of each was formed of the common soil 
of the neighbourhood ; within the rampart tlie earth 
was deep and blackish, differing materially from the 
other parts. Some ashes and cinders of charcoal 
were found among this earth. 

Tho^ monuments are pretty common in Denmark, 
Poland, Scotland and other northern countries. 

Of cairns there are three of considerable magnitude, 
all on the tops of hills ; that on. Slieve-true, a hill in 
the west division is largest, and is 77 yards in circum- 
ference at the base, and about 16 feet high. This 
heap is cpnunonly distinguished by the name of the- 
White Cairn, perhaps from the stones being cover- 
ed with a grey incrustation. This pile has no rcgu* 
lar form, the stones are in a confused heap ; they are 
commonly believe^^ to be funeral piles of the dead. 

On the summit of this cairn is a large stone six 
&et in length, and Ave and a half in breadth at the 
north end, but little more than two at the south ; it is 
about two feet thick and lies north and south. This 
stone was formerly supported by other large stones, 
and was doubtless a Crom-lei^h, i. e. the stone of 
bowing or adoration* It remained on its supporters 

till 
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till about forty, years ago, when a man drc^m^g of 
a g^at treasure being hid under it, he came hi- 
ther with a number of others, and tumbled the &tone 
to where it now lies | but he did not find the expected 
treasure! 

The cairns in this country are believed to have been 
erected by the Danes or Norwegians, to whon) this 
stone, perhaps, strved as a rude altar. The greatest part 
of the religious lites of those people were performed 
on hills where the sepulchres were, from a belief 
that the souls of the dead resided therein (27). U he 
■ Irish also erected cairns i in the northern part cf the 
county Antrim, is one called M*Quil!an*8 cairn ; 
M'Quillan was a celebrated Irish chief, who fell in a 
hztue with the Mac Donnells, about the beginning of 
the sixteenth century (28). 

The opinion that cairns were burial places is con- 
firmed by the following circumstance. On clearing 
off a part of the cairn on Sheve-true to erect a school- 
house about 15 years ago, a beautiful earthen urn was 
discovered, but unfortunately broken by the worknr>en 
in their hurry to get it up ; they supposing it to contain 
mon^y. In this they were disappointed, as only some 
blackish substance adhered to it. 

Near Slieve-true is the Rea-hill, probably corrupt, 
ed from Reagh hill, i. e. the hill of the king ; on 
this hill is a cairn, the base of which is 75 yards in 
circumference; its stones have been mostly carried 
away t;o build houses or inclose fields. A horse market 
and race are held on thin hill annually, at chriittmas. 

About a mile north east of Sheve true is a caira 
similar to the above, called Cairurna-neade, literally, 
Caimadde, u e. the coped heap. 
, Cairns are found in the interior of north America 
(29), Siberia and other northern^ countries (SO), and 
are also comnoon in Scotland and the western isWs, 

and 

(37) Antholo^a Hibernfca. (38) Frttm tradition of old 
inhabitants. (29> Bertram's travels. (30; fieli's travels 
through Siberia* 
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and bdiewd to be fu neral piles (31). The hi gUand - 
efSf a Celtic people who, from their remote situaticn, in * 
all likelihood, retain ancient customs and phrases long- 
er than those more civilized, atill alluiie to the prac- 
tice, in a proverb which they sometimes use, as a 
compliment to the heads of clans, ** I wriU add a 
stone to your cairn" (82). 

. Sortie cairns however, appear to have been erected 
for other purposes ; this is evident from that raised by 
Jacob and Laban, as a memorial of a solemn cove- 
nant (33). 

There are no natural caves within this county, 
arid but few of the artificial kind ; in the aouthera 
brow of the Knockogh are three small ones, whick 
appear to have been intended for refuge. Near the 
same hilt are several ojther caves, which seem to have 
been for habitations, as there is a place in each evi- 
dently intended for a fire. These, and the two noticed 
at Woodburn river, are all that have been discovered. 
The original use of caves were for hajaitations ; the 
Scythians and Fit-Bolgs living in them a great part 
of the year (34?) ; caves were also used as granaries 
and places of retreat long after the arrival of "the 
English in this island In many instances they appeaf 
to have been receptacles for the dead (35). 

Among the antiquities of this county, may be 
reckoned thp numerous ancient coins found at difier- 
ent periods J some of which are of consideiable 
antiquity. Figure Sd. plate first, represtnts a small 
silver coin found here, but of what prince's reign 1 am 
unabte to inform the reader ; probably it is not Irish. 
It is not noticed in the late edition of Simon's Irish 
coins. The original is in the possession of Mr. 
George Junkin, Carrickfergus. 

Figure 

(SI) Dr. Johasoc's Journey to the Western Isles. (S2) En- 
cyclopedia Btittannica. 33) Genesis. (84; JLedwich's An- 
tiquities. ^S5j Amthologia Hibernica. 

" N 
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Figure 4 th, same plate, is a silver coin, probably- 
Scotch ; on the obverce can be traced the name Alex- 
ander, and on the reverse Scotviom Rex. The last 
prince of that name who ruled in Scotland, died ' in 
1286(36). The coin from which this drawing was 
taken is in the possession of Mr. Thomas Miller, 
Carrickfergus. 

Figure 5th, is an Irish coin of silver, of Edward 
I. found lately with a considerable number of dif- 
ferent kinds, among some stones in an old ditch. The 
monarch's head is represented within a triangle, which 
triangle, according to the learned bishop Nicholson, 
was intended to represent the Irish harp. The ori- 
ginal, and several others discovered in the above man* 
ner are in the possesion of Mr. James Hutchison, Straid- 
nahannah. Among them were - several small coins of 
one ui^ the Alexanders of Scotland, similar to figure 4. 

Figure 6th, is a small copper token of Anthony 
Hall, Carrickfergus ; there is no date on it, but I 
fitid a gentleman of that name, mayor of Carrick- 
fergus in 1661 and 166,6. The one from which the 
drawing was taken is in the possession of the person 
who holds No. S. 

(86) History of Scotland. 

END OF PART FOURTH. 
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APPENDIX 

' »0 THB 

HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES 

OF 

CARRICKFEEGUS^ •' 



NVMBER L 

The Mdj^r appointed Captain of Militia. 

By thciLord Lieutenant General and 
General Governor of Ireland. 
To our trutty and well beloved the Mayor of 
the Town of Carrie kfergus, for the time being., 
Ormond. 

WE reposeing tpeciall trust and confidence 
aswell in the rare Dilejence and circumspeclion, as in 
the Loyalty Courage and redynessof you to do hi« 
Majesty good and lawful service, have nomniated 
constituted and appointed,, and we do by Vertue of 
•aid power and authority unto us given by his Ma« 
ksty nominsUe constitute and appoint you the said 
Mayor of said Towi^df Carrickfergus, for the time 
being, to be Captain of a Company, of Foot raised* 
or to be raised, in the Town and County of 
Carrickfergus for- his Majesty's service and the 
Defence of this Kingdoou Which Company you 

9xe 
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are to take into your charge and rate ' as Captam 
thereof, & duly to Exercise both Officers and 
Soldiers in arms and as they are thereby commanded 
to obey you as their Captain so you are likewise to 
to observe and follow such orders and directions as 
you shall from time to time receive from US or* 
otl^er your Superior Officer, or Officers, and for so 
do ng this shall be your sufficient Warrent and 
Commission in that behalf— -—Given under our hand 
an I seal of Arms at his Majesty's Castle of Dubjin 
the flth day of July 1666, in the 18th year of his 
Majesty's Reign. 

G. Lane. 
Captain Anthony Hall. 

Hugh Smith> Town Gierke, Ensign. 



NUMBER IT. 

Letter/} om Major General Strode, Commanding at Bel* 
Jast,tathe Duke of Bedford^ then Lord Lieutenant 
in this Kingdom ; dated Belfa^ February 22d. 1 760. 

Information of Ben. Hall, lieut. and Adjutant to 
my regiment, who this moment arrived here, on bis 
parole^ from Carrickfergus, in order to get pro- 
vrsions for the officers and soldiers of my regiment 
tliere, says, that on the 21st inst. three ships appear- 
ed ofiF the isle of Magee, standing in shore, for the 
bay of Carrickfergus ; and at eleven ©'Clock came 
to. an anchor, about two miles and a half to the 
N. E. part of the Castle, and within musket shot 
of the shore at Kilroote point. -At this time the 
small number of troops belongmg to the garrison, 
were at exercise, about half a mile on the road to 
Belfast; and at a quarter after 11 o'clock, the 
gu^d was turned out, made up, and marched ofiF, 

to 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



1S9 

.to relieve that on the French prisoners in the castle : 
.the rest of the men continued in the field of exercise, 
when an account was soon brought that the three 
ship« just come to anchor had taken and detained 
two fishing boats, und with them and several other* 
were plying on and off between the shore and the 
ships : on which immediate orders were sent to the 
castle for both guards to continue under arms and 
double the centinels on the French prisoners f and 
be particular strict and watchful over them, 'till 
they could be satisfied whether they were friends 
or enemies ; though at same time, a strong report 
prevailed with some, that. it was an English frigate 
and two store ships : but to be convinced what they 
were, after the troops had assembled in the market; 
place, lieutenant Hall went off with a reconnoitering 
party, .and took post on a rising ground, where he 
could plainly perceive eight boats landing armed 
men, and that they drew out in detachments, and 
^ook post on the dykes, hedges, and all the rising 
ground, from whence they could have the most- 
extensive view : upon which he gave hia necessary 
orders to his non-commission officers and men, to 
have a watchful eye of their approaches, and to take 
particular care that they did not get round them, 
by going at the foot of the hill undiscovered: in 
order to prevent which he posted them himself, and * 
told them as soon as ever their advanced guard came' 
within shot, to fire upon them & continue so to^ 
do> until they repulsed them ; or, if necessary to ' 
retreat* he likewise pointed that out to them, with 
orders to take every- opportunity or advantage of 
the ground in their retreat, to retayd the enemy's 
approach : and to be sure to keep up a communica* 
tion with the town aa much as possible; and, on 
this he immediately went to the town & acquainted 
Ijeut-col. Jennings where he met him with the troopa 
OQ the parade, who immediately ordered detachments 
to be made to defend the gates of the town, and 

all 
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alT the avenues leadiog thereto : soon after whick' 
the reconnokering party retired, after haying spent 
all their ammunition : during which the lieut-col.: 
and chief magistrate of the towp, seai off the sheriff- 
& Mr. Macklewain (who is captain of the militir 
of the corporation) with crdt-rs to take off the 
French prisoners of ;f«n*, and convey them with all 
^eed to Belfast, where they were to receive further 
orders from me. By this time the enemy w^re in. 
full march for the town, which he computed to be: 
near 1000 men'; and two or three stragghng hussars^ 
€Hi horses, they had picked up after landing, at- 
tempted to enter ^ the gates, but on the first fire, 
letired, but were soon supported by parties of foot^ 
who attacked both the north and scotch gates ; as 
,also the garden wall of lord Donegal; but were 
repulsed ilso, and kept back as long as the men had. 
ammunition. Ob which col. Jennings ordered the. 
whote to retire to Uie castle ; v^ich he had suffi- 
cient time to do, as now the enemy was a little^ 
checked from our fire i 8c would have been more 
•o, if the men had ampnunition. Before the grater 
of the castle were shut. They made their appearance 
in the market-place ; and then it was in his opinion 
the destruction of the enemy would have com* 
menced, had it not been for the still dreadful want 
of ammunition, notwithstanding the supply of pow« 
der they bad received a few days before by my 
order, from Belfast, but were in want of ball, and 
even time, if they had that» to make them up: 
from which the enemy finding our fire so cool, 
attacked the gates ^word in hand, which from the batter-, 
log of the shot oa. both sides, the bolts were knocked- 
back 8l the gates- opened, and the enemy marched 
in : but lieut col Jennings, lord Wallingford, cap- 
tain Bland, lieut; Ellis, with some gentlemen, and' 
about 50 mens repulsed the enemy and beat them 
back. Here it was he saw great resolution ia 
a £ew Irish boys, who defended the gate after it 
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was openecii witli their bayonets $ and those from 
the HalfmooDy after their ammunition was gonc^ 
threw stones and sticks. Had this attack of the 
enemy been supported .with any degree of courage, 
they must certainly have succeeded in it, but they 

.retired back under cover, leaving the ^ates open 
with our men in the front of it ; which gave them 
a short time to consider what was the best to -be 
done ; first, to see the men's ammunition, who if 
they had any, would have certainly saUied, and even 
without it, had not col. Jennings and all the officen 
thought the enterprize too hazardous.— Then they 
considered if the gate could be defended, the breach 

. in the castle wall could not ; it being near 50 feet 
long ; and having but a short time to deliberate, all 
agreed a parley should be beat, and lieut. Hall 
sent to know on what terms they might surrender ; 
which was done accordingly, 8c on his going out, 

. found the greatest part of the enemy under skelter 
of the old walls and . houses before .the castle.gate | 
& after the usual ceremony demanded of th^ com- 
mandant (the general being wounded) what terms 
would be given to the troops on their surrender ; & 
at the same time sent the drum to call CoL Jennin^ 
out of the castle, in order to treat with the French 
Commandant on the articles of capitulation, which 
he tays as well as he can remember were at fol- 
lows, viz. 

*' Col. Jennings demanded that the troops should 

. march out with all the honours of war, and the 
officers to' be on their parole in Ireland, and that 
an equal number of prisoners bhould be sent to France 

. within one month, or as soon after as ships could 
be got ready for that purpose.'* 

Granted. 
•* That the Castle of Carrickfergus should not be 
demolished, or any of the stores destroyed or taken out 
ofit."— 

Granted. 
« That 
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"That the Town dc County of darrickfcrgM 
should not be plundered or burnt, on condition the 
Mayor & Corporation furnished the French troops 
with oecettary proTiiioas/'— 

Granted. 
This at welt as he can remember, was the 

' verbal articles agreed on, though on writing them 
tke French commandant, after consulting his priiu 
cipal officers, declared he could not by any means 
SDSwer to his master the French King for granting 
to his Brittannic majesty the stores in the castle, 
which he' insisted upon : & CoL Jertnings, to his* 
great grief had it not in his power to refuse, 
declaring solemnly, at the same time with a grave 
countenance, that he would rather have been buried 
in the ruins, to which the French commandant re« 
fikd that he co>ild not ^ insert it in the articles of 
•apitulatian^ yet' he would give his word of honour, 
& ' did ii^ that if there was notlung of greit value 
ia'tae castk belongiiig^ to th^ King, b^simr T^owder^ 
bf would not touch it ; (which there reaUy was 

'sx>t). but how ^r he will keep his promise is not 
yet known. Likewise the magistrates of Carrick- 
tergus, not famishing the French with necessary 
provisions, they plundered tiie town, declaring it 
vras their own &ult, as they were convinced they 
bad it in there power to supply them, as they found' 
enough in the town afterwards. 

Mr Hall further informs me that he has discovered 
by some of the French, that there was a disagrfe- 

* merit betwixt their general and Capt. Thofot ; the 
general being for the attack of Carrick, & Thorot, 
for landing at the White-hoUse & attacking Bel- 
fast. He likewise judges the frigates to be one of 40 
guns^ the other two about twenty each. Lieut. Hall 
begs leive to present' his duty to your grace, & Kopes 
your grace will excuse any inaccuracy, that may be in 
his description, as he wais no way provided with any pa- 
pers, and states but from his n\emory, having been often 

interrupted 
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interrupted by numberi of Gentlemen of the militiat 
i«rho were crowding perpetually into the room to re- 
ceive orders. ' 

I beg leave to subscribe myself, 

my Lord &c. &c. - 
Wm. Strods* 
Selfasf, 23 Feb. 1760 

N. B. No aiteratum hat been niaile in tbtM Letter fr«m 
the language in the original. 



NUMBER lit 

Her Majesty ▼. the corporation of Carrick/h^gus. 

Upon lAotion of Francis Bernard, esq. her Ma» 
Jesty's Solictor General, in behalf of her Majesty mov- 
ing on a copy of the enrollment of Letters Patent 
granted the said Corporation of Carrickfergiis, alias, 
Rnockfergus, the 7th of July in the 7th year 
of the reign of of bis late majesty King James 
the first of England, France and Ireland, in the 
forty seventh year of l^is reign «n Scotland. Where- 
by it appears that in consideration of the sum of 
j^] 0, nioney paid into his Majesty's treasurery of f re* 
land, the said town of Carrickfergus and several 
lands, tenements, &c. joining thereto, were by the 
said Letters Patent, granted to the said Cprporatioa 
for ever. Now by the said Letters Patent grant- 
ed to the said corporation forever they and their 
successors paying yearly to the crown, or into the 
hands of the Vice treasurer of this Kingdom, for the 
time being, the sum of ten shillings per -annum, un« 
till the said town and the port thereof should be suffi- 
ciently walled in and surrounded with walls at the 
charge of the crown, and in one year next in- 
suing such walling and making such walls the snm 
of forty pouoda stealing, per annum, at the feasts of 

St 
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St. Michael the archangel and Easter by even and 
e'qual portions, yearly for e^er. And the said Francis 
Bernard informing the court that the said town of 
Carrickfergus was sufBciently walled, in the year 
1690 at the expencc of the crown. And there- 
fore prayed that the said rent of forty pounds* re- 
served by the said Letters Patent should issue ia 
charge against the said Corporation. It is therefore 
ordered by the court, that the said rent of forty 
pounds be issued in charge against the said Corpo. 
ration, unless the said Corporation do show cause to 
the contrary, by the first day of next term. Where- 
of the said Corporation and all other ofiGicert and per« 
sons concerned are to take notice. 

F. DUGGAM. 



C^" This should have Bern referred to ct page 89 ; 
JVo^SI, as Appendix AC 4; 

Wentworth, 

"Whereas, Richard Spearpoint, Mayor of the Cor- 
poration of Knockfergus, Edward Johnson and Joho 
Hall, shonffs of the said Corporation, and the Bur- 
gesses and Commonalty thereof, have been humble 
suitors unto US, the Lord Deputy and others his 
Majesty's Committees for his Highnessess Revenues, 
to except and take &om them, for and to the US& " 
of his most excellent Majesty, our Sovereign Lord 
Charles, by the Grace of God, of England, Scotland^ 
France and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith &c. 
his Heirs and Si^cessors, a good and suificient sur- 
render to be made, in due form of Law, of the third 
part of all and singular the Custom*, as well great at 
small, to be divided into three Parts, and all and sin- 
gular ^ums of Money, to them due and payablef 
for and concerning the Customs of any Wares, Mer* 

^ chandize 
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elizindize whatsover, from time to time bronght or 
.Carried into the Port of Kaockfergus, aforesaid, of 
mt6 jjftiy other Port, Bay, or Creek, belonging or 
acIJHcent to the said town of Knockfergus, and being 
betwixt the Sound of Fairforeland in the County of 
Antrim, and the Beerlooma in the County of Down, 
and of, for or concerning the Customs of all Wares, 
and Merchandize whatsover, from time to time, Shipped, 
leaden or Exported, or to be Shipped leaden or Ex- 
ported, of from or out of the said Port or Haven 
of Knockfergus, or of or out of any other Harbour, 
Bay, Creek or any other place, within the Sound of 
Fairforeland, Beerhouse aforesaid, or of any one or 
any of them. And that in consideration of the said 
surrendef, so to be made, WE the Lord Deputy and 
Council would be pleased that the said Mayor, 
Sheriffs, Burgesses and Commonalty of Knockfergus, 
aforesaid, might have and_receitedf his Majesty the sum . 
of if 3000, to be bestowed and employed in the pur- 
chase of Lands for and to the use and benefit and 
behoof of them afid their successors and to none 
other USE. WE therefore having taken the pro- 
mises and the long and faithful Services done to the 
CROWN, by the said Corpora ->n, into considera« 
tion and being desireous by all just and hcihourablc 
ways and means to advance, and augment the public 
Utility, profiit and revenues of the said Corporation are 
contented and pleased. And do hereby order and appoint 
that the said sum jfSOOO, shall within two months next, 
after such Surrender made and perfected, be paid un- 
to and deposited in the hands of Arthur Chichester, 
Arthur Hill and Roger Lyndon, to be by 
'them disposed of and employed to and for the use 
of the said jCorporation, entire, the said sum of 
•iffSOOO, shall be disposed of aid laid out and em- 
,ployed by the said Mayor, Sheriffs, Burgesses, and 
Commonalty, or the more part of them, for the buy- 
ing, purchasing and acquiring lands for and to the, 
use of the said Corporation, which lands 59 to be pur- 
* chased 

O 
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aliased and acquired we do ordain and requite that..»«- 
bf frcm tiire to time employed for the trust and be- 
i.elit of the said Corporation, i^ithout makir.g any 
alienation or Estate thereof, other than for the term 
of 21 years, and for valuable rents to be reserved to 
the said Corporation, Except it be by special license 
from the Lord Deputy, or the other chief Governor 
or Governors, of this Kingdom, and Council for the 
time being. Given at His Majesty's Castle of Dublin^ 
the 1st. of February, 1637. 

Adam Loftus, chancellor, Adam Loftus» 
G. Lowther, Jo. Borlase, Geo. RadclifT, 
Ro. Meridith. 



hVMEER IV. 

Inscriiytion on the monunient of Sir Arthur Chichester^ 
lord baron Belfast^ 

Sacred to God aad eternal memorie* 
F.r Arthvr Chichestor, Knight Baron of Belfast, Lo. 
High treasvrer of Ireland Gorernovr of this Towne & 
of the CovDtries adioyning descended of the avncient 
& noble Hovse of the Chichestros in the Cvntie 
of Devon, sonne of Sr lohn Chichestor of Raleiche Kt . . 
& of his wife GartrvdCovrtney grand cl>ild of SrEdwd. 
Chichestor & of his vvife "Elisabeth dciivghter of John 
Bovj-gehier Earl of Bath. After the flight 
of the Earld pf Tiron & Terconnel . 
& other Arch traytors theire Accomplice s. 

having svppressed ODovgl.artie & other northern rebels 
& settled the plantacon of this provin^ctf & well & 
H apply Governed this Kingdome in flovrishing estate 
tnder lames ovr Kirg the space of 11 years 
^ more. Whilst bee vas Lo Depvtie & Gov. geDerall . 
theirdf, retyrcd hinvself iLto his private Govcninient 

& 
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Sc being imndf?l of his mortalicie represented vnto 
liim by the vatymely death of Arthvr his-sonne thf? 
oiily hope of his Horse, who liyed not fvll 2 months 
after his Birth. As AUsoe of his noble and ralient Brother 
Sr lohn Chichester Knight» late Sergeant Maior of the 
Armye in this ^ngdome 8c the praceedent GoTemovx 
of jthu.Towne. hath caused this ChappeU to be repaired 
3c this valt Sl monrment to be made and erected at 
vrell in remembrance of themwhose Svatves are expressed 
& theire bodyes interred. As allsoe a resting place for 
the body.it self & his most dear & best beloved 
tfife the noble andvertvovs Lady Lettice, eldest davghter 
of Sr John Perrot, Knight sometyme worthye 
Depnie of this Kingdome which they, shall here 
rest ia peace vntill the second coming of theire 
crvcificd redeemer whome theye most constantly believe 
there to beeh(dd with their bodily eyes to their endless 
Blesaedness 8c everlasting comfort. 

Gladivs mevs non salvabitme. 

Jhtwiufttoriis^o^ JOtnuniy tyvwtont est* 

If that dehire» or chanche thee hither lead : 
Vpon this marble monvnoent to tread : 
Let admiration thy best thoughts still feed : 
While weeping thov. This epitaph doest reade : 
8c let distilling teares. Thy commaes be. 
As tribvte dve. vnto this EUgie. 

Epitaphe. 

Witltta ^b hta of death. A viceroy lyes. 
Whose fame shaft twrlive. Virtve nere dyes : 
For he did virtve 9mi religion noris-he : 
Sc made this land latt rdb* with peace to florish. 
'The wildest rebell. He be power did tame 
ft by trve jvstice gayned an honord name : 
Then now. Thovgh^ he in heaven with angells be. 
Let vf on earth still love hii memone* 

By 
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By bun intered His noble Ladye i». 
Wboe pertake with him in heavenly blissc. 
For while the earth, vnto them was a seat. 
Blessed they were^ being both good and great« 

With them doth rest. Their one & only toime. 
Whose life was short. & soe his glass soone nm : 
The heavens not earth. Was his^allptted right. 
For which he badd the world soe soone GoodnigbC. 

Itttomed by them here allsoe doth remayn. 
His worth)^ Brother, by base rebels slayn. 
A^ he in martialL & brave warrelike feight. 
Opposde theire evrie in hit cvntreys right. 

& in memoriall of theire endless praise» 
This monvment is left to after Dayes. 

Ittscripfian on a ialkt of xMie mardie^ to the memor*t 

ofArihur^ ihira earl ofDonegall, toho 

m»8 klkd m Spain, 1706. 

Memorise ^erenni 

Arthuri Comitis de Donegall, Vicecomitis Chichester 

De Carrick^erguSy Bars, de Belfast ;^ Comitates Antri« 

mensis Locumtenentis^UrbisCarrickfergus Prsefecti^ 

£t Serenissimae Annsip Anglise, &c. Reginx Co|daruDi 

In Hispanias missar. Legati. , 

Qui in Barcelona Ubre Hi8pani<fa jacet 

sepultus ; ille anno ] 704, Cidpe eo tempore ab 

unitis Hispaniarum et Gillise viribus oppugnata, 

inUrbem feHciffimum intulet auxiliom,qua salutem 

obsessisy obsessoribns ruinam et dedecus coraparavit: 

Anno 1705, in Cataloniam provecttis apud obsidione'm 

Barcelona de Re MiUtari insigniter meritus est : 
Post Urbem captam Gironnae et Locorum adjacentium 

praefectus constitutis summa Vigilantia et Viitute 
bellicas Res admini8travit,et cum ex adverso Barcelona 
a duce Andegavensi ( RegeCatholicoTitulari) Re obsesa 

et 



/ 
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ct a Rege Carolo III defensa esset, se cum plurimis 
cohortibus inUrbem conjecit,adeoque Rem Austriacam 

periclitantem rcstituit ; ibi Propugnaculi Monjuich 
* ^raefacturam suscipiens tandiu Hostium aggressus 
sustinuit, donee numcro et repetitis conatibus oppressus 
animo vel in articulo mortis invictus, florentibus lauris 

cumulatus, immaturo ^vo et proprio Marte non 

iaultus periit anno 1 706> I Omo. dieAprilis, aetatis suae 40 

Cui Jure matrimoniali et Honoribus successit 

Arthurus Filius ejus natu maximus. 
^ Posuit 6 sumptibus propriis Uxor sua fidissima 

Domina Catharina 6 Gente Forbesiana, filia 
unica Arthuris Comitis de Granard, Vicecomitis 
De Granard et Hamlin> et Baronis de Clanihu* 



NUMBER V. 

Jnscripiion on the mural monument qfthe GdHDNSjts, 

M. S. 

Prope hoc Marmor jacet 

Honesta Stirpe 

ANDREAS GARDNER 

Assiduus Dei Cultor, 

Amantissimus Patrix, 

in adversis Strenuus 

Deo fidens 

Omnibus Charus^ 

Superstitibus duobus relictis filijs 

JOHANNE (viz.) et ROBERTO, 

Et Quator filiabus 

MARGARETA SARA 

ANNA et ELIZABETHA, 

Et uxore moestissima 

Quam aequo studio amplectentem, 

Castissimo aniimi ardore 

^imce 
O S 
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unice coiuR 

Qui jdiu cum gravi valetudine 

Confiictatusy 

Omne terrestre negotium dereliqiiiit 

ut caelestia intuei^tur, 

Cumque sexagesimum aextum aetatis siifc 

Annum peregisset ; 
Mortem piaih placidam, ac tranquiUam 
4to. Februarij, 16821 Obijt 
Hocce Marmor in piam Patris Memoriam 
. ROBER-TUS filius minor natu, 
Londiniy Argimer, 
- Anno Christianae falutis 1713. 
Erigendum Curavit. 



NUMBER VI. 

-jExirad/rom the WiU of Henry Gill, esjpdr^ Alder- 
man of Carrickfergus. 

AND all the rest and residue of my real and personal 
estate whatsoever or wheresoever, I give and devise ia 
Trust to the persons hereinafter mentioned Tnis. 
tees* and their successors Trustees, to be by them 
applied to the use and uses hereinafter named, that is 
to say ; For the annual Support and Maintainance, for 
ever, of fourteen aged' men decayed in their circum- 
stances, and that have been either bom in or inhabitants 
of the Town and Parish of Carrickfergus, from their 
Youth* AND it is my will and desire, as also my 
request, to the present Trustees, and their successors 
Trustees, that none be admitted to this charity, now 
'Orat anytime to come, but such mea as'- while they 

were 

•Trustees, George Spaighl, Henry Ellis, John Campbell^ - 
^Arobibald Edminstone, Conway RicWd .Dobbs, Richar4[ 
i' Fletcher, and Mariot DalifajE, 
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were able w^ careful industriaiis arid diligent in 
following tbeir several Trades, occupations or callings, 
and tbat were not inclined or given to idleness, or 
Prunkenness in their youthful days, or at any time 
after, and that were remarkable for their innofFensive- 
ness and eood Behaviour, a!nd that did not at any time 
from malicious wickedness injure their Neighboucs 
QT any other in their character or properties. And 
It is my desire and wiU, that no common beggars 
asking alms from house to house, be admitted to the 
taid charity. 

And in case of the removal or death .of any of the 
above mentioned Trustess, the reoiaining Trustees, 
or any three of them, shall have power to elect or 
chuse one or more in the place or stead of those 
Trustees removed or dead, to make and continue the 
number of Trustees above mentioned for ever. No 
kss than three Trustees to admit any to the aboye 
Charity. 

The present trustees to this Charity are E. D. "^ilson^ 
esquire, H. C. Ellis, esquire, Noab Dalway, esquire. 
Rev. Richard Dobbs, Richard Dobbs, esquire, and 
George Joy, esquire. 



NUMBER ril. 

Memorial against the Castle being made intf 
a Barrack. 

To his Excellency John Earl of West- 

moreland, X>ord Lieutenant General, and 

General Governor of his Majesty's King-r 

doin of Ireland: 

We the Mayor, Sheriffs, Burgesses, and Com- 

■ipn^lty, of the Coanty qf the f ownof Carrickfcrgus, 

beg leave to state to yourExceUcncy, that the Castle 

of 
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«f Carrickfergus 18 a Building of great Antiquity, 
a memorable and Interesting monument of Ancient 
times — That it is the only Ancient fort on this part 
of the Island which now remains in a state of Prescr- 
▼atioif, and in the troubles of former ages^fforded 
Protection and Security to our Ancestors. — ^That we 
have heard with Concern of an intention of Convert- 
ing it into a Barrack, and that workmen are actually 
employed to Break out a number of windows in the 
Walls which will not only Deface its Ancient and re» 
spectable appearance, but also as we apprehend, en- 
danger the Entire Building. —That from the Great 
thickness of the Walls and the small dimensions of 
the Rooms, we consider it peculiarly unfit and In- 
convenient for the purpose of a Barrack, and that 
we are well informed the addition of i^OO to the 
sum now to be expended on it would erect more 
suitable and better accomodations for tl^e Military on 
the scite of the former Barracks or in any other 
situation that might be deemed eligible. — I'hat the 
Corporation of Carrjckfcrgus has always been forwards 
to testify their Loyalty to his Majesty, and good 
Disposition to the Military when quartered among 
tjiem by every means in their power. 

That Lodging and accomodations for Soldiers at 
a reasonable rate might be had in the Town, until 
a Barrack be Built, without altering and thereby 
destroying the Castle. 

That his Majesty*s Castle here is the principal 
Magazine for Military stores in the North of Ireland, 
and that makihg Fik-e places and burning fuel in it 
while it continues to be a Military Store, might even- 
tually hazard the safety not onl^ of the Castle, itself^ 
but also of the Town and Inhabftaotr., 

May it thefbre please your Excellency to take the- 
above into consideratioo, and to give such orders and 
directions relative thereto a» may prer^nt the Dc- 
facing and demolishing an Ancient fort,' Dear to the In» 
bitanu of this Corporation from the Records and Re*^ 

merabrafice 
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utembnmce" of fonner timet» and an interesting Object 

o£ Attention to the Antiquary and even to Strangers. 

And your Memorialists as in duty bound 

will pray, &c. 

Sealed with pur Sealof theOffice of Mayoralty^ 

and signed by us in the Name and on the 

behatf of the inhabitants of the Corpdration* 

1 his 22bd; day o£ January 179S (Three)* 

T^niUam KiA, Mayor 

Alexander Ounniaffy Deputy Ree^rd^ 

Sb^Sl^ts,}^^"^* 
Daniel Kirk, Towa-derk 
Henry EUis, 1 

HenryC/ElUs,J 
John Campbell, "1 

' aichard Dobhs (Dean)» ( •.,^^^ 
S^Cupples, ' J-Burgessei 

Barry Martin, J 

Robert M'Gowan, 
Nathaniel Caters^, 
John M'Dowell, 
Thomas M'pracken, 
William Moore, 



Masters of 
the fire 
Incorporated 
Guilda 



NUMBER VIIL 

A Rector acl^notokdging his AppoifUmeni by 
the Corporation. 

Edward Edgworth, Clark, profesor of Divinity 
to all christian people that shall hear or read these 
presents Greeting in our Lord God everlasting. ' 
Whereas the Maior, and Bvrgesses of the Town cf 

Cragfergvs 
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Cragfergvs have of tlfeir^own free motion Presented 
fitc vnder the Common Seal of their- Town imto^he 
Rectbrie and Parsonage of the said Town of Crag- 
fergvs which has been long void and in their gift. 
Know yov that I the said Edward in consideration. 
of their friendly dealing heisin do by thiesc presents 
faithfvlly Promise vnto the said Maior and Bvr^resses^ 
that So long a? I shall be ParSoaand Incvn^nt mereof 
I will either in my own person discharge the Dvty 
thereof, or else in my absence svbstit^ and leave for 
me in the Same svch a sufficient msnistier as shall be 
avthorised to minister the Sacraments and fvUy and 
wholly to do svch things as to a minufer of the 
Gospell appertainethf— la witness Whereof I have 
Kerevnto svbscribed my nam& the* seventh day of 
September 1590, and in the 52 (second) reere of the 
Raigne of ovr Soveraigne Ladye EBzabeta Qveene of 
Englande, France and Itelande, Defender of the 
Faith &c: 



NUMBER IX. 

List of Memhert 9f Parliament fifm 1^9 to iKt 
presint tifhe. 

1599— Hewry Uptam 

1^19^'nomM HibboCt 

^ Humphrey Johnstoa 
m$9^ William Sambeck 

John Davys 
1661— Hercules Davys 
Arthur Upton 

170» 

* In 159?l, Queen Elisabeth appointed £. Edgworth, 
Bithop of Down and Connor, yet he contiaved to hold the 
Rectory of this place.— /Far«*« Sishopu 
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170S— Henry Davys 

£dward .Lyndon 
1 7t 0— Hentj D4vy« 

Alexander Denton 
1 715— Alexander Dal way 

' Ar<;hitiald Edmonston 
1717— 'Archibsild Edmpustoa 

Edward Lyndon 
1727— Arthur Dobbs 

John Lyndon 
1'741— Arthur Dobbs ^ 

Arthur Upton * , 
1761 — Mariot Dalway 

Arthur Upton 
1768— Conway R. Dobbs 

Hon. John' Chichester 
1776— Conway R. Dobbs 

Barry Yelverton 
178S— Conway R. Dobbs r 

Barry Yelverton 
1784-— >WaddI»Cunningham9 in the room of B. Yel- 
verton, promoted to a. seat on the Bench. 
1785— Ezekiel D. Wfisou in the room of W. Cua- 

ningham, declared not duly elected* 
1790-^ Alexander Hamilton. 

Ezekiel Davys Wilson. . 
1 797— Ezekiel J^avys Wilson. 

Lord Spencer S. Chichester 
1 798^-Lord Belfast in the room of Lord Spencer S. 

Chichester, resigned. 
1799 —Noah Dalway in the room pf Lord Bel&st pro- 
moted to the Peerage. 

1801 

* 174 If Francis Clementt, tsq. was elected ia the room b€ 
John Lyndon, esq. deceased ; Robert Dalway, esq. who had 
lost the election, petitioned the house of conunom, complain- 
ing ^ of an iiadue election and return, and the cpi^omittte ap- 
paiated to examine the same declared tha't neither were duly 
elected. Another dection took place and Otor^^ Evans was 
returneij^, i>ut he was toon after expelled the house and Ar- 
thur Upton esquire, wasidected in his room. 
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1 SOI --Noah Dal way ; the first member who went 
from hence io the Iinperial Parliament. 

1802— Lord Spencer S. Chiche»ter» 

1807 April — James Ci*aig,in theroom of LordSpencer 
S. Chichester, I esigned. 

1807 May— James Craig.— This gentleman was elect- 
. ed twice in the space of a few weeks, in con- 
sequence of a dissolution of parliament, which 
took place almost immediately after his first 
electioo. 



NUMBER X. 

Aldermen mnd Burgesses of Carriclifergus in 1^9« 

Aldermen. 
Arthur Earl of Donegal! 
James Dobbin 
Bdmond Davies 
Anthony Horseman 
Clement Bashford 
John Byrtl 
William Dobbin 
^ Hercules Davies 

Henry Davies 
Anthony Hall 
Sir Arthur Chichester 
William Hill 
Richard Dobbs 
Soloman Faith 
Ezekiel Davies 
Henry Clements 
Andrew Willoughbj 



Michael Karr, 
John Tysoc 

Jasper 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



157 

Jasper Harper. 
Satniiel Treheme. 
William Thompson* 
John Magee, 
Cornelius Bashford. 
Henry Barnes. 
James M'Cullogh. 
Andrew Gardner. 
Richard Pendleton. 
William Bennet. 
AVUliam Hflditch. 
John Jowland. 
John Henderson, 
John Davies. 
Symon Richison. 
Thomas M'Manus.- 
George Walsh. 
Thomas Harper^ 
Edward Hall. 
.John Williamson. 



Aldermen and Burgesses of Carrkhfergusy tit 1 81 1 $ 
mih their Residence and 'when made. 

Aldermen. 
Ezekiel D. Wilson, esq. C fergus, 2Bth Sept. 1765. 
Marquis of Hertford, London, 28th Sept. 1765. 
Sir William Kirk, knt. C. fergus, 14th July, 1778. 
Marquis of Donegall, Belfast, 17th Sept. 1792. 
Henry Clements £lhs,esq. Prospect, 1 8th Sept. 1791. 
Earl Massereene, Annadale, 22d Sept. 1794. 
Noah Dalway, esq. BellahiU, 11th Sept. 1801. 
Arthur Chichester esq* Belfast, 11th Sept. 1801. 
Lord Blaney, CSistle Blaney, SOth August, 1802. 
Thos. B. Adair, esq. Loughermore,dOth Au^. 1802. 

Alexander 
P 
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Alexander Gunning, esq. C. Fergus, SOth Aug. 1802, 
Edward May, esq* Belfast, 15th Sept. 1806. 
Rev. Edward May, Belfast, 18th August, 1808. 
Richard G. Kerr, esq. Redhall, 1 8th Aug. 1808. 
Rev, R. Dob is, Carrickfergus, 17th June, 1809. - 
Thomas L. Stewart, esq. Belfast, Ist Feb. 181 li * 
George Bristow, esq, Belfast, 22d. April, 1811. ^ 

Burgesseu 

Thomas Kirk, esq. Carrickfergus, 10th July, 1769.> 

Edward Craig, esq. Carrickfergus, 28th March, 1775. 

Sir R. Kingsmill, » ■ 24th September, 1789. 

David Gordon, esq. Summerfield, 24th Sept. 1795. 

John Alexander, esq. Belfast, SOth January, 1797^ : 

Robert M*Gpwan,esq. C. fergus, 1 2th Sept. 1797. 

Samuel Allen, esq, Ballymoney, 12th Sept. 1797. 

George Burleigh, esq. Burleigh-hill, 12th Sept. 1799» 

Hon. J, Jocyhne,Dundalk, 12th Sept. 1799. 

Rev. G. McCartney, Broughshane, 12th Sept, 1799. 

JameF Craig, esq, Scoutbush, 27th Sept. 1802. 

Capt. A, Macneven, Gibraltar, 27th Sept. 1802. 

Thomas B. Martin, esq. Belfast, 27th Sept. 1802. 
^Cortland M. Skinner, esq* Belfast 27th Sept. 1802. 

Rev. Snowdeu Cupples, Lisbum, 29th Nov. J 804. 

Richard Dobbs, esq Castle Dobbs, 29th Nov. 1804* 

Henry Adair, esq. Loughermore, llfli Sept. 1806* 

Thomas Verner, esq Belfast, 15th Sept. 1806^ 
* John Campbell, esq. Carrickfergus, 27th Aug. 1808* 

Rev. Samuel Smyth, Belfast, 27th August, 1808. 



NUMBER 
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NUMBER Xril. 

Maims and Sheriffs of CarrkiJerguSf from 1568, 
^ to'lSii. 

Temndeded. Mayors, Shenfu 

V ^^ o u f JohDTodd,orTeaden 

1568, Thomas Stephenson. - ^j , j^^ y^-^^^ 



1569, JohnTeade, 

1570, Richard Sendall, 

1571, Edwaril Brown, 



, ^ ^Iicholas WiHsi. 
* Nicholas Rogers, 
Fohn Floyd, 

JWohton Elderton^. 
Cornelius O'Kane. 
William Dobbin, 
Patrick Savage. 

- -*-^ -^ TTT «• «• 1 Wolstone Elderton> 

1572, Capt. Wmiam Piers, jj^i.^ j^yer. 

- -^^ «« n 1 \ George Grafton, 

1573, Thomas Stephenson, |wiUiXm Fielders. 

1574, Waiiam Piers, junior, jj^{|J^^^^^^^' 

rHumphery Potts, , 

• -.-- «r.ii. «• . • I John Dishford.— 

1575, William ?iers, junior, <J p^^^^ ^^^ ^^ p^^^ 

I^J .CockriIl,succeeded% 
'■John Dishford, 
I JdhnDyer. 



1576, William Dobbin, 

1577, Winiam Piers, junior. . I ^^^ wl^pe- 

1578, Nicholas Wills, • 'Srh^'^^^^^^^^ 

1579, Capt. Thos. Sackford, I ^^.^tls"^^^^^^^^ 

1580, William Dobbin, {SS;!'^'"^'"^ 

1581, Capt. Thos,Sackfordo^^^^^ Savage, 

15«2, Capt. William Piers, Ht^J^^t ^ 
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1588. Wiffi«n Dobbin. {itw/^;^.. 

1584, Nichol«D.wtnr, jJJf^lTuly?""' • 

1585, WillkmDobbin, |{££t«t. 

1586, Tho»».Stephe„«.„. {frSu?/"^*^ 

1587, Jolm IfcTadTs, i t*'''" ^l- 

■' ^ James Dobbin. 

1588, Thomas StephenwD, f Thomas Vaoghao. 

*^ John L.ugg, 

1589, Capt. Charles Egerton I ^' 5''^^^^» 

'^ I Roger Cooper. 

1590, Matthew Jones, 4w r?lW 

1591, Humphery Johnston, S ^^'" J?'"' 

^ ' ( Roger Cooper, 

1592, Capt. JohnDalway, J Alexander Haynes, 
'^ ^ (James Dobbin. 

1593, Nicholas Wilk^diedl • , „ 

26th Jan. succeeded l^^^° Hooper, 
by Michael Savage, j ^^^^ '^^^«- 
r Robert Wills, 
\ Richard Thoman— 

1594, John Savage, J Wills died the 7th of. 

/ June, John Dyer, 
L succeeded. 

1595, Thomas Stephenson, •fBT^^^T''' 

^ i Richard Conhui. 

1596, Capt. Chas. Egerton, i ^^"" Vaughan, 

r . b 'tThomajWhitton 

r Richard Thomas^ 
\ Thomas Gravott. 

1597, Humphery Johnston, < Richard Tbomat AW 

/and Henry Ockfor* 
^succeeded. 



1598, John Savage, S Richard Newton, 

(.Owen Magee. 



1599 
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1599, 
1600/ 

1601, Capt.GregoryN(Jrton 

1602, John Haper^ 



1603, 

]b604-, 

1605, 
1606, 

1607, 
1603, 
1609, 
, 1610, 
1611, 
1613, 
J 61 3, 
1614, 
16h5, 
2£J6, 



MD8«3 HilV 
JoKn Savage,. 
James Byrtt, 



Hamphery Johnston,. I^^JJ^ rS!"'"'' 

^ . Tj. -ni 1 r Richard Newton, 

Captain JdhirDaWap | Richard Father, 

Richard Father, 
Richard Newton. 
Michael White, 
Ralph Story,— 
Story died 16th 
March and Thoipas, 

. Gravott succeeded* 

'* Dudley Yerworth, 

' Robert Lyndon. 
Thomas Whittor, 
Clement Foard. 
Thomas M*Manu8, 

' Thomas Cooper. 
James Byrtt, Thomas 'Owen Magee, 
Whittor, deputy. 1 I-eonard Gale. 

C Nicholas Dobbin, 
Dermot Hayne. 
•Robert Ellis, 
Walter Hilman. 
Jasper Hap, 
Thomas Powel. ^ 
Bartholomew Johnson. 

".Richard Whittor. 
J" William Hurley, 
Edward Hodgson. 
Ezekiel Davys, 
Thomas Bashford. 
William Dobbin, sen. 

i.Wi\liam Stephenson., 
' Clement Foard, 



Thomat Wills, 
Sic Foulk Gonwayj 
Sir Foulk Conway,. 
Richard TaafFe, 
Michael White, 
Robert Lyndon, 
Thomas Cooper, 



Sir Hercules Langford j^ ^^ttiony Dobbin. 
^," -. , f Thomas M*Manu8,, 

Humphery Johnston^ j Thomas Pap». 

,, , .- \ William Hurley,, 

Humpheify NortorH - 1 Thomas Kirkpatrick. 

I6.l7t 
F S: 
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1617, Rt. Hon. Arthur TMathew Johnston, 

Chichester, I John Redworth. ' 

1618, Thos. Whittor,— died-) ^. , , ^ ^^. 
19th July, succeeded f Jf'^*« ^^^>°» 
hv MiVfiLl WhJf- I ComeDug O'Kane. 



by Michael White, 

1619, Sir H. Clotworthy, 

1620, James Byrtt, 

1621, Thomas Hooper^ 

1622, Michael White, 



I { 

'Williatn Hurley, 
I -Edward Wilkison. 

t Edward Hodgson, 
Ingraham Horsman^ 
"Cornelius O'Kane, - 
Jas. Savage — Savage 
died 13th Feb. and W. 
_StoiT succeeded* 
' Robert Savage, 
'^Joteph Davys. 



*v.*^, K,......vu..ox.a«K.uiuT,^;5,^?'*^ Spearpoint, 

^ Wilham Clough. 

I 'Marmaduke Nc 
I Edward Mason 



^ William Clough. 

1624, SirHerculesLangfordf ^^^^^^5 Newton, 
^ I Edward Mason, 

1625, Thomas Kirkpatrick,T^^7"^ Hodgson, 

^ I Andrew Dixon. 

1626, Anthony Dobbin, - ^^jf^tj^' Herdman, 

(^JohnManccU. 

1627, Ingraham Horsman, 1 t n t 
died^succeeded by ^ i^^^ ^'fiil'^'^"* 



I ' Ralph Kilman, 

f John Turner, 
" John Edgar. 
/William Penry, 
I William CatHtart. 
^ Thomas Whitager, 
'Anthony Hall. 

1631, SirHercule8LangibrdH^'^"\W^^^"v^ 

^ (^ClemcBts Bashford, 

1632, Cornelius Horsman, ^ 

died — succeeded 
Mathcw Johnson, 



Mathcw Johnson. 

1628, Mathew Johnson, 

1629, Sir Moses HiH, 
1680, James Byrtt, 



p. i^ 

{Johi 
John ParkV 



:haid Spearpoint* 



' Marmaduke Ncwtea. 

1633, Thomas KiApatridcJS" S^l^ 

1634. 
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16S4, Wiiliam Henry, 

1635, Thomas Whitager, 

1636, Arthur Chichester, 
1637> Richard Spearpoint^ 

1638, Roger Lyndon, 

1639, Sir Roger LangTprd, 
R. Lyndon, deputy, 

1640, John Davys, 

1641, John Davys, 

1642, Roger Lyndon, 

1643, Roger Lyndon, 



("William Harper, 
1^ William Ash worth. 
1 Thomas Gravott, 
(^William Bashford. 
Thomas Richardson, 
William Williams, 
Edward Johnson, 
John Hall. 
William Harper, 
William Penry, jun, 
Thomas Gravott, 
Humphrey Johnson. 
Robert Savage, ' 
Thomas Baker. 
K Michael Savage, 
" John Bulworthy. 
^William Bashford, 
Patrick F. Savage. 



1644, Thomas Kirkpatrick, ^ 



1645, Mathew Johnson, 

1 646, Richard Spearpoint 
1647f Richard Spearpoint, 

1648, Roger Lyndon, 

1649, Wiiliam Harper, 

1650, William Harper, 

1651, Roger Lyndon, 
165^, JohnDalway^ 



James Fitz, Nicholas 



i Dobbin, John Savage^ 
William Bashford, 
^ Thomas Tennison. 

ijohn Orpin, 
John Boyd. 

' 'James Dobbin, 
'i^ William Cathcart. 

ijohn Orpin, 
James Crooks. 
Robert Walsh, 
] ^ Rowland M*Quillen. 
Edraond Davys, 
Thomas Dobbin, 
Joiin Bulworthy, jun. 
Anthony Hall. 
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1653, Roger Lyndon, 
1654', John Bui worthy, 

1655, John Bulworthy, 

1656, John Orpin, 

1657, John Orpin, 

1658, Joseph Harris, 

1659, John Dobbin^ 

1660, JohaDalway, 

1661, John Dalway,. 
1Q62, James Dobbin, 

1663, Hercules Davys^ 

1664, JohaDalway, 

1665, Anthony Hall, 

1666, Anthony Hall, 
1667^ William Dobbin, 
1668, Robert Walsh, 



C Rowland M^Quilfin, 

(John Hall, 

( John Byrtt, 

( Peter Taylor. . 
^ I Thomas Dobbin, 
' ; Robert Wittor. 
j William Dobbin, 
( Thomas Griffith. - 
J Andrew Gardner, 
I . Joshua Hap. 
f John Wadman, 

.Samuel Trehcrnc. 
J William Thomson,. 

1 Michael Karr. 
J Richard Johnson, 
< [ Thomas Dobbin. 
J Rowland M'Quillin, 
C William Thomson. 
J Rowland M*Qmllin^ 
t Thomas Dobbin. 



T Thomas Dobbxn* 
V Richard Johnson* 
( John Magee, 
C Cornelius BashfordJ 
J Richard Westbroofc,, 
, Henry Bumes, 
i Ezekiel Davys, 
"l Richard Pendleton. 
J WillianHilditch,. . 
(. Samuel Treheme. 



1669, Anthony Hon»»a„. U± Stubb. 



1670, Anthony Horsman, 

1671, Richard Dobbs,. 
1672i Henry Davys, 



i 



i John Henderson. 



^ I Sym. Richison^ 
1 WlHiam Bennett. 
I Thomas M^Manvs,. 
i John Smyth. 
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1673 Wm. Hill, Anthony, f James M«Cullogh, 

Horsman, deputy. ^ John Davys. 
1674, Wm. HiU, Anthony \ George Walsh,. 
Horsman, deputy. (. Edward Hall 



1675, John Byrtt, 

1676, John Byrtt, 

1677, Solomon Faith, 

1678, Solomon Failh, 

1679, Hercules Dairya, 

1680, Henry Clements, 

1681, Samuel Dairy^ 

1682, Richard Dobbs, 



i\ Thomas Harper, 
^ An'Jrew Deu»son% 
\ John Smith, 
I John Tyso. 
James M^Cullogh, 
WilHzttn Dawson. 
Robert Williams, 
Cornelius Bashford. 
' Richard Pendleton, 
' John Magee.* 
'Andrew Clements, 
■ ^ John Byrtt. 
'John Dobbin, 
" [^ Henry Burneti, 
'John Davys, 
William Johnson. 



1683, Andrew Willoughby,. - E^^J^Hall. 

1684, Edmpnd Davy. * 3 Symon RieWson, 



1685, Earl Donegal!, Solo- 
mon Faith, deputy. 

1686, John Davys, 

1687, llichard Ddbbs. 

1688, Richard Dobbs, 

1689, Richard Dobbsr 

1690, Richard Dobbs, 

1691, Henry Davys, 



John Henderson. 
James MCuHough, 
John Karr. 
'James M«Cullogh, 
Hichard Kane. 
' Richard Horsman, 
Marmaduke Newton 




'Samuel Davys. 
'I Wm.Tibdall. 



179« 
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1692, Andrew Clements, 
169S, Marmaduke Newton, 
1694, Marmaduk^ Newton^ 



Solomon Bashfonl, 
John Brown. 
David Hood, 
Thomas M«Ctilly. 
Wm. Dawson, 
James Erwin. 
Cornelius Bashford^ 



1695, Richard Horsman, , ^''u "4^?*'*''''* 
_^^ „ (.Robert WiUiams. 

1696, HenryClemeBts — died 1 w. . , -, ^ 

Nov. 2d. succeeded .f^^^^Hood, 
by Samuel Davys. ^ '^*"'^* ^'^°- 



1697, Hon.J,H.Chichester, 

1698, Henry Davys, 

1699, Dr. Thomas Dancer, 

1700, Cornelius Crymble, 

1701, Captain John Davys, 



Aithur Davys, 
John Davys* 
James Gibbon, 
John Chaplin. 
Solomon Sashfbrd* 
James Erwin. 
John. Bashford,. 

' Nathaniel Byrtt. 

r David Hood, 



.'John Chaplin, 
I Thoma&Bashfon^ 



^^apiain jonn uavys, l-lavicl Wood, 
Sam. Davys Deputy | Thomas Bashford, 

1702, Andrew QlemenU, 

1703, Andrew Clements, 
170*, Edward Clements, 
1705, Edward Clements, 
170^?, Richard Horsman, 

1707, Hichard Bowman, 

1708, Cornelius Crymble, 

1709, Cornelius Crymble, 

1710, Edward Clements, 



k 

( Thomas Young, 
7 Nicholas Brown. 
J Thomas Young, 
"( Nicholas Brown. 
( Thomas Bashford,' 
I John Bashford. 
( Thomas Bashford, 
(John Bashford. 
( Thomas Young, 
(William Bashford. 

1711 
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17129 John Chaplin, 

1712, Samuel Davys, 

1713, Samuel Davys, 
1714^ John Davys, 

1715, Andrew Clements, 

1716, Francis Effis, 

1717, Francis Ellis, 

1718, Jdm Chaplin, 

1719, FrancisClementSjFran- 

cirf Ellis, deputy, 

1720, Arthur Dobbs, Fran- 

cis Ellis, deputy, 

1721, John Lyndon, John 

Chaplin, deputy, 

1722, Ezekid D, Wflson, 

1723, Anthony Horston, 

1724, Rigby Dobbin,, John 

Chaplin, deputy. 

1725, Valentine Jones, Eze- 

kiel D, Wilson dep. 

1726, Francis Ellis, 

1727, Francis Clements, 

1728, Arthur Dobbs, Fran- 

cis Clements, deputy, 

1729, FrJincis Lord Conway 

¥!• Clements deputy. 



Rigby Dobbii, 
Nicholas Brown. 
Charles Howard, 
James Wilson. 
"EzekielD. Wilson, 
( ^ John Brown, Junior. 
Thomas Young, 
John Bashford. 
, Rigby Dobbin, 
1 ^Nicholas Brown. 

t David Morrison, 
William Bashford* 
David Morrison, 
William Spencer, 
Rigby Dobbin, 
Andrew Newton. 
David Morrison, 
William Bashford, 
David Morrison^ 
William Magee. 
William Bashford, 
James Erwin. 
^ " David Morrison. 
V Thomas Bashford* 
^ 'Willoughby Chaplin, 
j Nathaniel Byrtt. 
'David Morrison, 
I _ John Coleman. 
^ John Chaplin, 
' George Spaight. 
^Nathaniel Byrtt, 
' William Magee. 
/Henry Gill, 
I Geoi^e Spaight. 
I Willoughby Chaplin, 
^ Nathaniel Byrtt. 
I David Morrison, 
' Clements Courtney. 
1730, 
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1730, John Lyndon, Francis f John Chaplin^ 
Clements, deputy, ''►Clements Courtney. 

1731, Francis Ellis, Francis ( John Chaplin, 

Clements, deputy, \ Nathaniel Byrtt* 

1732, Arthur Dobbs, Geo. C Clentents Courtney^ 
Spaight, deputy, X John Coleman. 

1733, WiUoughby ChapKn, - i Nath'^itl Byrtt, 



1734, George Spaight, 

1735, Willoughby Chaplin, 

1736, Francis Ellis, 

1737, Henry ElUs, 

1738, George Spaight, 

1730, HeoryGill, 

1740, Francis elements. 

1741, Arthur Dobbs, 

1742, Willoughby Chaplin, 

1743, Captain John Davys 
not appearing to 
sworn in on the 29th 
Sept. Willoughby 
Chaplin continued. 

1744> Hon. John Chichester, 
not appearing to 
Bworn into Office, 
Willoughby Jphi 
continuedf 



^JohA Coleman, 
i Nathaniel Byrtt, 
I Hercules Clements. 
C Richard Ch^lin« 
I John Seeds, 
( Nathaniel Byrtt, 
( Richard Chaplin. 
J Davys Wilson, 
\ Richard Chaplin. 
i Edward Jones, 
I Davys Wilson, 
r Davys Wilson, 
\ Richard Chaplin not 
^ appearing to be 
/ sworn in, Ed. Jonet 
V. continued*. 
f R chard Chaplain, 
C Nathaniel Byrtt, 
( William McCartney, 
1 Nathaniel Byrtt. 
( Richard Chaplin, 
1 Davys Wilson. 



be/ 

Lester-^ 
obei 
ffice,V 

aplin I 



Richard Chaplin, 
Jdhn Seedi. 



Richav-d Cbaeliii,: 
John Seeds. * 



1745, 
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1745, 

1746, 
1747, 

1748, 

1749, 
1750, 

1751. 

1752, 
1753, 

1754, 
1755, 

1756, 



t*o7 

ice > 

linj 



Richard Chaplin, 
John Seeds. 



Arthur Earl of Done 

• gall, not appearing to 

- be sworn into office 
Willoughby ChapHi 
continued. 

Hon. J. GhJehester, f Richard Chaplin 
W. Ghaplin, deputy, (^John Seeds. 
Arthur Earl of Done- \ Richard Chaplin, 
gall, W. Chaplin, dep. j^John Seeds. 

Edward Brice, \ f^^^'l^ ^^1^°".^ 

(^^John Seeds. 

Waioughby ChapUn, {f^Hfier""' 
Arthur, Earl of Done- { Ezekiel Wilson, 
gall, W. Chaplin, dep. |john Seeds. 

Willoughby Chaplin, 4 ^^^^^^"^^^S^ 



W^oughby Chaplin, 

Valentine Jones, W. 
Chaplin, deputy, 

Henry Ellis, 

Arthur E^rl'of Done 
• gall, not appearing 

H« Ellis, continued. 
Arthur Earl of Done 

gall, not 



gaU, not appear! 
H. Ellis continued. 



I 



John Seeds. 

Henry Burleigh, 

John Seeds. 

Ezekiel Wilson, 

John Seeds, 
r Ezekiel Wilson, 
(^John Seeds. 

Ezekiel Wilson, 
Thomas Ludford. 



Ezekiel Wilscn, 
John Seeds. 



Wilfoughby Chaplin, |f;,f^^^^ 



1757, 

1758, Hill Wilson, 

1759, Francis Price, W. \ 
Chaplin, deputy. ] 

1760, Arthur Eari of Done-l" 

gall, not appearing, / 
r. Price continued, f 
W. Chaplin, deputy. J 




1761, 
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1761, Francis Earl of HeruT 
ford not appearing, ( • 
F, Price contimied, f . 
W. Chaplin deputy. J 

1762, Francis Earl of Hert-'J 
.ford not- ajppearingjr- 

F. .Price continued, I* < 
, W. Chaplin, deputy. J 

1763, Arthur Earl of Doue^'1 
. gall not appearing, f. 

r.. Price, continued, J- 
. W. Chaplin, deputv, J 

1764, Francis Price, #. f- 
, Chaplin, deputy. r- 

1765, Arthur Earl of Done- jEzekiel Wilson, 
gc.lL W. ChapHn, dep. (^ John Seeds. 

1766, h n) iir Earl of Done-^ 

. g^l, W.Chaplin, dep. I Ezekiel Wilson, 
H. Ellis^ dep. from r John Seeds. 
8d. November. J 



I" Ezekiel Wilson, 
John Seeds. 

'Stewart Banks, 
John Seeds. 

'Stewart Banks, 
John Seeds, 

I'John Seeds, 
1 William Craig, 

1771, Keiineth}A.Price,Con-j John Seeds 
way R. Dobbs, depu ^ 

1772, EaJekiel D. Wilson, 



1767, Arthur Earl of Donc- 
. gail,E-I>.Wil6ondep. 

1768, Arthur Earl of Done 

gall* W. Chaplin dep* 

1769, Ezekiel D. Wilsoti, 
1770rHei-cuk8 Ellis, 



1778; Henry ElKs, ^ 

1774, Hercules Ellis, 

1775, Ezekiel D, Wils&n, 



William Craig. 
John ^eds, 
William Craig^^ 
J6bn Seed^, . 

William Craig, '' 
John Seeds, - . ,. . 
William Craig, -' 
'John Seecjfe, 
'* Thomas Kirk. 

1776, 
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1776, EdwardBriceDobbs. j-^?,^ ^^^^? , 

(^ 1 homas Kirk. 

,1777, Ezekiel D, Wilson | TtomarKirk 

1778, Ed^^dBriceDobbs,|:J?^J^^^^^^^ 

1779, Ezekiel D. Wilson, 4 :(?,^" S^^, 

C 1 nomas Kirk. 

rJi)hn Seeds, 

1780, William Kirk, -J Thomas Kirk —This 

(.year John Seeds died, 
^Thomas Kirk, 

Robert Clements. 
Thomas Kirk, 
Robert Clements^ 
Thomas Kirk^ 
Robert Clements. 
Thomas Kirk, 
Robert Clements. , 

1785, Eiekfei D. Wilson, 4 T^''™^^^''^ 

, Rolbert Clements. 

Robert Clements, 

Thomas L.egg. 

Robert Clements, 

.Thomas. Legg. 

R6bert Clements, 

Thomas I-egg. 

Robert Clements, 

^TiiomasLegg. 

i Robert Clements, 
'^rhomas Legg. 

179U,EzekielD. Wilson, | Robert ClemeaU, 

I 1 homas I«ecrg. 



1781, Ezekiel b. Wilson, 

1782, WiUiamKirk, 
J783, Ezekiel D. Wflsoa, 
1784, William Kirji, 



1786, William Kirk, 

1787, Ezekiel D.Wilson, 

1788, Sir Wm. Kirk, knt. 
178^ Ezekiel D. Wilson, 
1790, Sir WlUam Kirk, 



1792, Sir William Kirk, 

1793, Ez^iel D. Wilson, 
1794,. Sir WiUiam Kirk, 



•egg- 
Thomas Legg, 

Thomas Kirk. 

Thomas Kirk, 

Robert Clements. 

Thomas Kirk, 

I _ Robert Clements. 

1795, 
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1795, Ezekiel D. WiLon, 
17^6, Sir William Kirk,' 
1797, Ezekiel D. Wilson, 
J 798, Sir William Kirk, 

1799, Ezekid D. Wilson, 

1800, SirV/ilKam Kirk, 
UGl, Ezekid D. Wilson, 

1802,. Sir William Kirk, 

1 803, Marquis of Donegallr 

Sir W. Kirk deputy, 

1804, Sir WiUkm- Kirk, 

1805, Marquis of Donegall, 

Sir W. Kirk deputy, 

1806, NoahDalway, 

1807, Sir William Kirk," ' 

1808, Ezekiel D. Wilson, 

1809, NoahDalway, 

3810, Ezekifl D. Wilson, 
1811,; Noali Dalway, elect. 



y Thomas Kirk, 

I ^ Robert Clcnienty» 
i Thomas Kirk, 
(^Robert Clements*'- 
J Thomas Kirk, 
^William Craig". 

, Thomas Kirk, 
"^ Barry Martin. * 

\ Thomas Kirk, 
1^ Barry Martin. ? 

I Thomas Kirk, 
I ^ Barry Martin. 

i Thomas Kiik, 
Barry Mart'n. 

I Thomas Kirk, 
'^ Barry Martin. 
J '^Thomas . Kirk, 
" Barry Martin. 

' Thomas Kitk, 
V Barry Martin,. .. 

'Thomas Kirk, 

^ Barry Martin. 
^ ^Thomas Kirk, 
'] Barry Martin. 
■ ["Thomas Kirk, 
" fiarry Martin. 

* Thomas Kirk, 
( Barry Martin. 
J 'Thomas Kirk, 
1 Barry Martin* 

^Thomas Kirk, 
Barry Martin— He 
1 died this year, succeed- 

^ed by R. M'Gpwao. 

"Thomas Kirk, 
" Robert M'Gowan. 
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NUMBER XIL 

A list of the Fish/bund in the Bay ofCarriciJergus* 

«* These rolling spheres, that from on high shed down 
«* Their kindly influence'; not these alone, 
«* Wiiich strike evn eyes incurious, but each Moss, 
*« Each Shell, each 'crawling Insect, holds a rank 
•* Important in the plan of Him, who framed 
*• This scale of Beings ; holds a rank^ which lost^ 
«* Would break the chain." 

Delphinus. 

Phocaena, Pillock, Porpoise, or Porpns ; 
sonitimes seen in conaiderble nambers, during 
summer, pursuing other Uti* 



OreaLf Crampus, an occasional visitor* 
Fetromyzon, 

fi^arinus, Lirnprey, Limper-eel ; body eel 
shaped; reckoned poisonous, donbtless without 
any foundation, as it was formerly esteemed a 
delicacy ; rare* 
Gastrobranchus. 

Caecus, Sucker^ Hag fish ; eel shaped, enters 
the mouth of fishes when caught on the hook» 
and eats all save skin apd bone ; sometimes found 
adherring to the Skate; 
Raia. 

. Batis, Dun Skate ; very large, not common* 

Rubus, Rough Skate ; the back of this fish^ 
is covered with tul>ercle8 ; plenty^ 

Clavata, Thombacked Skate ; pretty, common. 
S^ualus, 

Squatina, Monk, 6r Angel-fish; hal some re- 
semblance to the Ray fish j rare^ 

S%ualttw> 
0.2^ 
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Squalu^. 

Acanthias, Piked Dog fish, or Gabboch ; 
body blackish, dotted ^with white spots ; fre- 
quently seen. 

Ciiiicula, Spotted po^.fidh ; body • reddish 
brown, with large black spots j common. 

Cat olas, lesser spbtted Dog^fiA ;.very like the 
last, but smaller ; consmon. The last thnee-are 
eaten, and esteemed a remedy for the flux. 



Musteluty Smooth Shark, Stinkard; not 
common. The last name is takea from its leaving 
a bad smell on the hands after handling. 

Maximas, Basking Shark j sometimes seea 
during summer lying near the surface of the 
.water. 



Vulpcs, Sea-fox, ' Thresher ; sometimes teen 
off the Copeland Isles, 
Lophius. 

Piscatoriiis, Peaugh, Malegoon, Frogififih, 
* Angler or Sea-dtvil; dusky colour, skin smooth. 
This fish^ias a large head, the mouth of some of 
them is nt*^ly a yard wide, slender neai^ the 
tail, has wholly a very disagreeable appearance ; 
it is veiy sluggish, even when struck with an oar 
oc boat hook, makes very little exertion to move 
out of the way ; it takes its prey by lurking'be- 
bind stones or little s^nd bilk, and throwing 
overthe slender appendages on its head resembling 
worm?, which entice the. small, fish to approach, 
when it devours them. It never takes a bait but 
is sometime s caught on a hook by swallowing 
other fihh :liat hav« been taken; pretty cotfimon, 
not eaten 
Caphalus. 

Brevis, oblong IStm.fishj this is a hrgc fish 

and 
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-and appearar like a large ene cot ^^hrough the 
^middle; rar^, not eaten. 
CyclopteruB. 

Lumpusy Jack Riseky Sea-owl or Ltrmp- 

•fenceerj^ not -very common. This- -fish is furnished 

beneath with ventral fias ^and an oval aperture 

o^ fleshy muscular substance, edged with sn.all 

threaded appendages, by means of which it £^- 

-'heres firmly to rocks and stones; length usually 

from eight to fourteen inches ; not eaten. 

Syngnathus. 

Acus, Horn 'Sattd*<el,.Necdle-fish ; frequently 
taken. 

BarbaruS) Horn Sand-eel, longer Pipe-fish ; 
colour olive brown, body angular; it appears 
best when dead; some of them are about a yard 
in length, very slender—^sometimes tak«n ; neither 
of thei last are eaten* 
Muraena. 

Anguilla, common ^Eel ; caught both in salt 
water and fresh. 



Conger, Salt-water Eel, commonly caught 
throughout tbe lough. 
Ammodytes. 

Tobianus, -Saad<eU Launee ; found ,in the 
sand at low water ; common ; eatable but only 
used for bait. 
^Gallibriyraus. 

Lyra, Sootcr, Dragon^sh^'Ydlow Gurnard^ 
Gammeous Dragonet ; comnitBily about eight 
inches in length, first ray of the first dorsaTlfia 
•extends almost to the tail;, caught always in 
deep water; not eaten, rare. 
Trachinus. 

Draco, Sting^fisb, Sting-bull, Weever; sel- 
dom exceeds thJee inches in length, frequently 
Tottnd in the vsafld tl a low water, always be- 

seath 
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seath a shell, with only its nose out. If canght 
by the hand or trodden oa by a bare foot, . it 
strikes and inflicts a wound with the spineous 
rays of the Erst dorsal fiu, which causes a dan* 
gerous inflamation ; for this reason it is usually 
killed by the fishennen wherever , they find it ; 
not eaten, 
Gadus. 

Morhua, White Cod ; Common Cod, caught 
in plenty throughout the , lough ; weight from 
one to forty pounds ; they vary much in colotor 
according to the gx'ound on whiqh they feed. 

Rockling Cod ; the young of the former*. 

-^glefinus, Haddock ; rather rare. 



PoUachius, Laithe^ Pollack ; sometimes takes 
in considerable numbers. , * 



Carbpnarius, ^ Graylord, Glashan, Blockan 
or Coal'fish *^ frequently caught about the e«- 
trance of the lough during &umnier. 

Merlangus, Whiting 5 soinetimes caught. 



Merhicius, Hake; oftentimes pretty plenty 
during summer. » 



Molva, ^ing; taken in considerable numbers^ 
espedally during summer, the general price from 
three half pence,, to two pence halfpenny per lb. 

Tncirratus, UqIcotDi .Rockling, or three beard* 
ed Cod ;. rare.. 

Mustek, Cod-owen, or fiye bearded God ; 
found on the shore at low water, seldom exceeds 
six or seven inches- in lei^gth; tt8ed9nly for bait» 

Bknmus*. 
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Blenniu3. 

Gattoragine, Blenny; caught in the lobster 
pots, in from twelve to fourteen iathom water ; 
length about seven inches ; nu*e. For this fish 
the fishers have no name. 



Gunnelus, Codlick, Clever or Spotted Blenny ; 
taken on the strand at low water ; length about 
five inches; only used for bait. 

Gobbius* 

Aphya, Gobby; found on the sand banks at 
low water, in considerable numbers. This fish 
both in habits and shape jumbles the Weever, 
and is usually calk4 by the fishers the Sting* 
fish; hence it is often killed by mistakei length 
about three inches. 

Cottus. 

Gobio, Miller's Thumb, BulUhead ; caught 
on the shore about the rocks at loW water ; dso 
taken with bait when fishing for cod near the 
mouth of fresh waters which it frequents; kngtk 
from four to ten inches* 

Scorpiusy Father Lasher; this fish resembles 
the Miller's/ Thumb very much, and is often 
confounded with it, about the same size as the 
last* This and the former are said to be poison- 
ous, perhaps without any foundation* It is 
likely their figure, which is rather disagreeable 
gave rise to the report of their bad qualities. 
Zeus. 

Faber, Johny Dory, John Doree ; this fish 
seldom exceeds from twelve to fifteen. inchcC in 
. length, and though of rather a horrid appearance 
is esteemed a delicacy ; rare. The fate Mr. 
James Quinn, comedian^ was the first person who 
introduced.it to the table. 
Pleuronectes,* » 

Hippoglossuf, Holibut ; a large fish ; «6ine 
; . , • , have 
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ha^e been caught which weighed upwards of one 
hundred aad a half ; rSOher rare. 
Pkuronectes. 

Platessa, Fluke» Plaise ^ caught ia considerable 
numbers. 

Flessusy Floander, or fresh water Bluke ; not 
plenty ; sometiBies taken in Woodbum river. 

Limanda, Dab ; rare ; seldom exceeds. twelve 
finches in length* 

8oleay Sole, . not. common } ^itetmed a. choice 

Arnoglosstts, she Soley smooth. S<de ^ scarce ^ 

Makimusy Torbot ; prstty '^piontj about the 
>«fttfaiice of the 4>ay | « choioc Mi. 

|lhombu8> 6ritt»?Peorl|rare ^'fiOt'<0:>goodat 
the former. 

, > KfioeksyFIut^ % vet yrare ; ind «ddom> exceeds 
t'foot in length ; 'eyes 'both on the kft side of 
the head ; i^n and ptfHucid ; supposed to be 
the^ PkunomcteflT Passer^ or Whiff* 

Heiifisli ; none ^cesteemeda choieeSd^ iTperhaps 
this is the Sparus Raii, Don. pl« 37 ; Bn»^SQOo< 
Ko. 114. • 

Spartiis. 

Auratus • Seai-breamy^BMrin^red Gik^headt or 
^nny Muitro % latber race« 

Pagrtis» Carf^ Scarf, Imsulated Oilt-head i 
rare~- a very pretty fish. 
Labrus. 

_ Tinea, Wrasse, Old-wife ; seldom taken. < 

Perca* 
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Pcrea. ' , 

Labmxi Braze, Baist^; a choice fislij Teiy rare. 
Oattn'osteus. 

Spinachisu fifteen spined Sucle- back; small 
and worthless. 
Scomber* 

Scomberi Mackarel f a beautiful fish, some- 
tmies takeo during si|mmer« 

Trachunis^ Horse Mackarel ; Scad ; rareV 
Tiigla. . 

Lyra, Piper ; sometimes <:aught | a choice fish* 

Cucuh»»y red Gurnard; very like the last, 
which -it is- often mistaken fot ; rathe^ more a* 
bundant than the former* 

Gurnardus, Nowd, or gray Gurnard; not so 
good a fish as the two former. 
Salmo. 

Salar, Salmon ; sometimes taken. 

Trutta^ Salmon -trout, BnH-troul ; some- 
times taken near the mouths of rivers: 
yh 

Caphalus; rather rare; when these fish find 
themselves encompassed -by a net they some- 
times escape by leaping over. They go in? small - 
shoalsj and root * ii^ the sand lor food: 
Clupea, 

Harengua, Herring; taken near the entrance 
of the bay, from Miy to I>eccmber ; usually 
pretty plenty ; these fish cont»-ary to all others^ 
issue a kind of chirp, when takeri out of the 
wateK 

Pilcardus, Pilchard; rare. This fifih re- 
sembles the Herring very much, 

^^ SprattifS', Sprat^ asmidtfi^h; rare. 

Lumbricus. 
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Lumbricus* 

MarinuSy Lug or Sea-worm. 1 found on dig- 



iingin the sand ^ 



Echiurus, Gray Lug. J used for bait._ 

Aaterias, 

Papposa, Star>fish ; found on the shore* 

Spharulata, Star, fish; five very slender joiDt- 
ed r^iys. - 

Caput Madv^sae;, the rays of this fish ramify, 
into several thousands* 
Approdita. 

Aculeata, Sea inouse ; caught vtrhen digging, 
.„ also found in the belly of the cod-fish. 

Squanunata ; about an inch long, scaled* 



Sepia. 

Officinalis, Ink- fish | Cuttle-fish, pretty com« 
mon. 

Media, Squid, Cuttle-fish; body round and 
slender; rare. 



Lolingo, Broologhan ; often found on the 
shore after ^ storm. 
Medusa. 

Aurita* Sea-neti e, found frequently on the 
shore. 

Cruciata, Sea-nettle ; found same as the last. 
Caacer 

Pagurus, Croobin or common Cral> ; usually 
taken in the lobster pots. Sc me bf these have 
been taken which weighed upwards of seveii.- 
pounds; eaten. . 

Piscum ; found fn the Horse Mussel ; was for* 
merly unjubtly reckoned poisonous. 

Cancer. 
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Cancer. 

Vdutinas, fifing Crab» Telrct Cnb i caught, 
in the lubster pott. 

Tetraodon, Smith Crabyor Hammerman; legt 
slender, dawt long ; found frequently on the 
shore at low water. 

Bernhardusy crowlish Crab ; found in Wftal 
kinds of shells. 

Araneus; rather rare. 

Phalangium, Slender^egs, Long4egs ; hodf 
heart shaped. 

Mznas ; found on the ^re among the algc } 
is rery tenacious of life* 

Astacusy Crawfish ; tery rare. 

Oammarusy Lobster; cau^t frequently in 
baskets or pots, throughout the eastern part of 
the bay } and sometimes about stones and rocks 
sear low water mark. A Tery large one was 
caught lately all white ; it continu^ so when 

^***^' ^"^^ Hretty plenty but Tery 

Crangon, Shrimp. J ^^^ ^^ °^^ ^»««^^ 

Echinus. 

EscuIentttSt Sea Urchin ; Ibund adhering to 
rocks at low water, and caught when dredgmgr 

8piatagu% Sta Urchin ; more^rare thaA the for- 
sier— caught dredging. 

Solen, 
R 
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Solen. 



Both arefouod 



Siliqui. ScQut or Razor-nsn. I in the saad ai 
- V low water. The 

Varina, Stout or Razor-falu I former itmuch 
^ \ J longest, 

Sectee. . 

Maximu89 ScallopyN 
■ / caught when dredging.; 

^ Subrofusy Clam* \ more scarce than Imu. 

Variusy J 

Ottrea* * 

Edulisy common Oytter; taken is cootiderable 
numbers by dredging : small pearls are feynd 
in soiae of them. 
Mytiluf. 

Edulisy Mussel ; found on the shore* 

Modiolus, Horse Mussel ^ larger thsui the last ; 
dredged up with the common Oyster; pearls are 
found in Some of these about the size of a pea. 
Cardium. 

• * Echiuatumr Coqkle ; not very common, 

Edufet common Cockle ; found at lo>r water* 
Mactra* 

Solids Ladytcockle; found on the shore at 
ebb. . 
Patella. 

Vulgata^ common Limpet ; adhere^ to rocks 
and stones along the shore. 
Turbo. 

LittoreuS) Wilk, Periwinkle; plenty aIop|r 
the beach. • . 

■■ ■ PuplicatuSt Croulough chum. 

Buccinum. 

Undatum* "Whelk, Bvckgri caught in pots 
ibr bait; plenty. ...-*,. 

Buccinum. 
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Bilcciaum* 

Lapillus, Horse Wilk; adheres to rocks, very 
pknfty J in a tratlsverse gland of this animal, near 
the head, is a dye nmilar to the Tyrian purpte 
of the ancients. 
Murex. 

Despecttts, Hone Buekey f found on the shore , 
Mya. 

Arenarfa ; f9und ^boiH low water mark. 
L#pas. . - 

Balanus; found idh^^hg to stones and the 
^fnmon Mossel. 

• Bahnoideiis fothidoo h>cki and stones at low 
, water. 

Ati«tifi?ra, the Bamacfe shtfB fisb j the tc»* 
ticala of thia ^sh sticks* ont^ and hJtire some re. 
semblance to feathers ; i^m which apfi^arance it 
wasi once supposed that Uie animal turned to the 
Barnacle Goose ; rare. #> 

SheUs found kerCf on the Shore* 
Bulla Ligoftna. 
Area Glycymeris, 

StVombus Pes Peleca^i, Corvoraat*s foot. 
Trochus Tizvphinus. 

■Umbilicalis, Croulough watch. 
Buccinum Reticulatunj. 
Serpula Vermicularis. 
^ Nerita Littoralis. 
■■ c. Glaucina. 
Murex Comeus. 
Mactra SoKda. 
' Venus Decussata. 
' Exoleta. 
Pholas Candidus. 
■Crispatus. 



-Dactylus. 



Fm^ 
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]P6s^SheUs found on the l^ifmf^ 
Anomla Gryphus. 
O ndulata. 

The Cornu Ammoiusy the bom of Jupiter Ai|Uli00f 
^St ^to found on the shore aod in Woodburn river. - 

Several kinds of sponge and coralioe . are i1m 
found on the shore. 

The Phoca Vitulina, Seal or &« Caifi it frt- 
^uently seen. 

Besides the above the fishers Biention several other 

fish, but as I never have seenthemy they being ratherntret 

. and some of them never taken, I am unable to infcnm 

the reader to what class they belong* The local namet 

#f these fishes are 

Herring-hog^ said to be a very ku'ge fishy oftem 
tipwar«^s of 20 feet long* 

6ottle«aose, a largt fish. 

Bucker^ ,from six to twelve fetfl lo'kg \ very T(M«ciovt% 

Cobler, somewhat lil^the fislHBg^frogi orMdegoon* 

Pickey, a small fis^like Ling. 



kjJmber xiil 

Infttwiion of the Bot/ipdarks, by the Order of 
^Queen Elizabeths 
It appetr^h on Record amongst the Rolls on his 
Majesty's High Court of Chancery in Ireland, that 
her late MUjesty Queen Elizabeth, did, by her Let- 
ters Patent, bearing ^ate, at I>ublin, the eighth day 
of March, in the forty-fourth year of her Kei^ in 
pursuance of certain Letters Patent of Commission, 
dlertpin recited, bearing date at Dublin, aforesaid, the 
tenth day of June, in the forty third year of her Reign, 
^directed to Certain Commisioners, therein mention- 
ed, to view Survey and set out by Oath of one good 
and Suficient Jury, the Certain Circuit quantity and 
nature of all the Lands, tenements. Commons, and 
pasture, and Huedelaments, anciently belonging to 
the Corpcration of Carrickfergus ^ and that said 
Jijuy being accordingly sworn wey did find at fol- 

lowf^ 
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dendy belonging unto the Corporation of Canick- 

fergos is situate and bounded within the Meares and 

fMarkt followii^^, tiiat is to say ; from the north 

' East end of the said town leading to the sea side 

^*tmto ^ stream or small River called Copeland water, 

which divideth the town lands and the lands belonging 

'to' the ^shop of Down and Connor, and then from 

the sea side along by the said water side to a Foard 

*C«ftled Annagulmywals, alias Cliibb's Foard, being 

-riorth north-west from the entering of Copeland water 

-into the sea, which foard is the farthest part and 

•'boun^U of 'tlw arable Lands, meadow and pasture 

that appertaineth to the same town that way. And 

'from the said Clubb's Foard west south west di- 

lectly along the Meare and ditch side, to the 

south east end of Loughmome, and so continuing 

*frdm thence stifr west, south west to a Meare an^ 

»Marke Called -Carirehasocke, alias, Larckshill, and to 

H hill Called Carne-soMgh, and from thence still di- 

fiding the arable LaAds, meadow and pasture from 

the Commons, south west directly to the little Duiv 

crewe, and over the foard of Larbricke, south-west 

to* the foard of Tumagrawen, along the back of 

the Knockogh, to a Meare or Marke Faserts-neeyj 

■aHasr ihe Deer's-Lane which is also thefarthest fairt 

«wd bpundsof thearabk Lands, meadow and pasi- 

-turage belonging to the Town tb^it way, and from 

thence turning south to a small stream or River 

Called Lysnasheuner, which runeth South into the 

sea and divideth the Town Lands and theEart's Mea* 

dow, and from thence leading Ky the side north • 

east unto the aforesaid town of Carrickfergus. WE . 

do also ^fmd that the Commons lor Grazing, Turbary. 

Heath, andaU other Fewell, reat^ieth from tlie above 

named Foard csdled Annagulmywals, alias, Clubb's. 

Foard, north north-west over the n^oory, Heathy,, 

2uad Boggy hills to a Foard called Annailey-lSToae, 

tSm^ Jolmstowne Foard, beu^g the. uttermost^iart and^ 

.' -^ . ^ bojwda- 

^^ ^ . RL2: 
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]K>uadt of the said CommcHit that way* and from 
' thence leading south west to an old stone wall caU- 
ed Ralowe, and from thence, west south*w^t di<» 
rectlj to a h^ Called Brooiiisley, which it also 
the uttermost part and Bounds of the Commons 
that way, and from thence turning Sonth to the 
aforenamed Meare or Markc called Faseris-neey^ 
alias, the Deer's- Lane which is all the Bounds of the 
Commons belonging to the same Towne, All whicW 
^^^ands within those bounds Marks and Mearet before 
mciMioned, with all woods, underwoods, bogs, heath,, 
meadows, pastures, commons of grazing, and tur- 
bary, doth anciently belong and appertains to the said 
town and Corporation of Carricktergus, and ever in 
their manuraace grazbg and possession ; within 
which bounds there is a ruinated and decayed Ahby 
called Goodbome ; and St. Brides Hospital called 
^the Spittle»house, which is found to be her Majesty 's» 
with a small quantity of Land» to them belongings 
which are bounded severally within themselves, as by 
^e said Inquisition or Verdict of twenty and four 
|rood and 8tt£$cient men testified under their several 
hands and seals the twelfth day of October 1601, 
and returned together with the pinion or Certifi- 
cate of the said Commissioners under their several 
haads and seals, likewise dated the 16th day of Oc-^ 
tober 160 1 ^ and in the three and fortieth yeas o£, 
•ur Reign.. 

Wm. Dobbin, Foreman.. William Tuckman.. 
Thomas Vaughan.* Thomas M'Manua. 

John Lugg. Walter Holmto. 

Henry Ockford. Thomas Bashford.. 

Richard Conlan. Richard Butler^ 

Henry Spearpoint*. • William LedaU.^ 

Humphery Johnston. John M'Carsie, 

John Savage Brifen G'Carr^ 

Thomas Stephenson^ John Clarlt.. 
Jan^es Birte. Turlogh Hyonv 



Robert Lyndon* ' Phillip Kellie. 

iohn ThomaK Neal ]V}<Collom 



DUMBER 
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NUMBER XIV. 

B&undarie$y as esiaiUshed bg James L 

Janaes* by the Grace o^ God of England* Scotland^ 
France and Ireland* King* Defender of the Faitlv 
and 80 forth ; To all to whom these presents shall 
come* greeting. Know ye that we of our special Grace*, 
certain knowledge and mere motion, with the assent of 
our right well beloved and trusty councellor Sir Arthur 
Chichester* knight ; our Deputy General of our said. 
Kingdom of Ireland* and accprchng^ to the tenure and 
effect of certain Letters. Patent^ of Commission*, made 
under our great seal of England* dated at Westminster 
the 26th day of March* in the fourth year of ouv 
reign of England* France and Ireland* and of Scot- . 
land the 40th* to our said Deputy General and others* 
directed and now. eproHvled in our Rolls of our Chancery 
of our said Kingdom of Ireland ;.. and at the humble 
request of the^lEiyor* Slierifis* Bungesses*, and. Comi^ 
monality* of the County of the Town of Carrickfergue«^ 
. HA YE given, and grai^ted^ and by thesepresents DQ 
for US our heirs. and successors* give and grant unta 
. the said Mayor* Sheriffs, Burgesses and Conunonality^ 
of the County of the Town of Carrickfergus*^ alias 
Knockfergus* and their successors, for ever, that the said 
Town or Borough of Carrickfergus, alias*, Knock- 
fergus* with all the knds* tenements aod^hereditaipentSy.. 
of m or within the said^ Town or Borough* with their, 
appurtenances and all knds tenements and other here-- 
ditaments*. whatsoever* lying near the town of. Knock-^ 
fergus* alias* Carrickfergus*. at the northern side of 
the h^ of; Knock&rgus* a^as*, C&rrickl^rgus* xiz^ 
being within ibe mares*, bounds and Hmits following^ 
•PUE. On the eastern. side a^ small river called. Cc|)e- 
knd Water* is the boundary of said had max Bro-^ 
den-Island* from the bay of Caprick&rgua aforesaid,^ 
Ml far as until the said riiKR nift» ato another river 

caUaA 
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called Orland Water, and from thence tlie bound- 
ary of the said land extends thro* the middle of the 
•aid river of Orland Water, as far as the lough called 
I^oughmorne, and so by the south-west bank of said 
lough^ and so from the extreme N. W. point of said 
' lough the boundary^ of said land fufts directly near 
tlie mountain called Red-mountain, as far as the foard 

* of Aghnehawly, on' the borders of the territory of 
' Ballcnowre, and from thence to the head of the Red- 

river, and so far. And thence, through the middle 

* of the bog of Ceskenemeddy, and so to the long 
stone called Carcain, and from thence to three stones 
called Slewenkrioven, the linHtr of BaHinlyny, at)d 
Ballnowre, aforesaid, and to the bog on the Glynn of 
Altnabredagh, on the limits of BalKnlyny, and so to 
the Cameshalagh, on the limits of the territory *of 
Camtall, and trom thence as far as Altballimanagb, 

* and so to Fasser-neagh, alias, the Deer's-lane, and 
from thence as far as the head of a certain small stream 
called Stiver-stream, and the lands of the town o£ 

'Knockfergus, alias, Carrickfergus, aforesaid, which 
'river beginning near Fasser-neagh, aforesaid, is the ' 
western boundary of said lands, and runs between the 
'same and the territory of CamtaW, aforesaid, as far at 
<the bay of Carrickfergus aforesaid 5 and aTso that the 
"entire scope, ambit, and precinct of land and water, 
within the limits, nieares and bounds, abovementicned,. 
■and expressed belongs to the Corporation of Knock- 
•fergus, aforesaid. 



»tr^f&E3^ 
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NUMBER XV* 



At m riding of the Froncki$e of the County tf the 

Town o/* CarriekferguSf on Monday the 1st of 

Augiutt l7S5f pursuant to notice given by order of 

WilUam Kirkf esquire. Mayor of said toun^Jor the 

time bei&g. 

It is found the bads at present subject to pay cess 
and other Taxes, to said Corporation, are all situated 
and boan<kd within the mates and marks foUowiagj 
w. 

FrcMtt Town N. £« to the Copeland* water, bound- 
ed by th^ sea, nearly N; N. W« up the course ef 
aaid water to the Copehmd bridge, bounded on the 
N. £. by the Bishop of Down and Connor, and on 
the S. W. by Ezekiel Davys Wilson, esq. 

From Copeland Bridge up said liytr to the foot of 
Cross-mary, bounded on the N. £• by Conway 
Richard Dol^s, and Mariot Dalway, esquires, and 
on the S, W. by Ezekiel Dayys Wilson, esquive. 

From Cross-mary, n^rly.N. N- W. to Clubl/s 
ford, or pound, and bma thence to a gate the entrance 
of the Parl^moss, called M'Ferran's gate, from which 
through the middle of said Moss, bounded by Mariot 
Dalway, esquire, on the S. W. by Richard G. Ker, 
esquire, on the N. E. to Johnston's ford, about 
twenty perches below the Ladies Causeway. 

From the upper end of said Moss round John Cal- 
braith's house, which is the farthest limit of the Cor- 
poration, that way. 

From John Calbraith's house abaut W. by Craig- 
buy hraif to the Dead Wife's Grave, bounded on the 
N. W. by Lord Dungannon. and on the S. £• by 
Mariot Dalway, esquire. 

From the Dead Wife's Grave, by a stone ditch 
over a small river to the corner of a ditch near the 

Prieit's 
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Priest's Cairn, and thence nearly west to the old wall 
oFRaloo, yrithin about fi&y'perctles of the StancHng 
Stone, and then between MrLyndon^sand Mr.Dobbs't 
• kwd, to George Patterson's house. 

From said George Patterson's lioase going fiearly 
south and keeping Mr. Ellis's and Cs^t Crimble's 
estate 9 which they hold from Conway Richand Dobbs, 
'Mfjaire, to the westward, and tumii^ westwardly 
along the wall that divides Mc. Caon's field 
from the Englkhman's Motintais, at which place 
there has been great encroadnneiitr made on the Cor- 
poradoa, from: said, pbce to the Staachug Stone. 

From the Standing Stone along said roouiitaiarto 
direc lying eloiies cdmsMnly called -^ Three' Bro* 
thers. 

Frc^ the three lying atotAS about W. N. W. akiog 
a ditch on the N. £. tide 6f Stimidaaahana to BHis- 
lee flushi or lower end of Straidanahaaa,. which is the 
faithesi bound of the Coi^tdratioli at tluit place* 

Ft^m Brdltlee Hush southerly to the. B^shill, jtod 
riong laid |;itll by the mai^h dit^« between stud 
faiU imd Camt^9 obsertidgt^ turnings of S^id ditoh ; 
theatiimiag abotit S. £. along the west side of my 
Lord^s Mountain to the hoftd of Jamea Anderson's 
farm. 

Frona Jstmes Andel^on's {am;! down th^ S^ W. 
side by a rivulet calUd Silver Streamt which' r^ns 
nearfy south to the ^ and bo\mdft the Corpbratioo all 
the way. 

From the mouth of said stream the sea is the 
bounds inti> town* 

Numes rfPeipU pretent at ajbremd Biding. 
William Kirk, esquire, Mayor. 
Alex • Gunningr^q. Deputy Recorder. 
Robert Clements, esouiref 1 ei. jm. 
Thomas Kirk, esquire- J ^^^"^'• 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER XVI. 

The nainei of the Plmtts inr the JbO&iainff U»t ore 
* idecttdfram actual observation' For their merits 
and uses Doctors fVkhering and fVbodvUle arc- 
sokl^ anmeraUCf a Jim instanees escqsted. 

DIANDRIA. MONOGTMlX* 

Veromca, Beccabimga. Brooklime*-— The lemrct- 
are mild and succuieiit and are eaten in salladt early 
in the Spring;. 

Veronica Chamcedrys. W^ Germander* 

•Pinguicula Vulgaris. G>mmon Butterwort.— Thii 
plant it not eaten by cattle* 

Orchies Mascuta. Early Orchie8.-^Salep which has 
hitherto been imported from Torkey, it now known 
to be a preparation of the root of the Orchies. 

TRIANDRIA. MOHOGTNIA* 

Valeriana locusca. Lamb't Lettuce.— The young 
leaTes in spring and autumn are eaten as saibd and 
are very little inferior to young lettuce. 

Iris paeudoaoorus. Yellow Flag. Seggon.— »The 
roots are sometimes used to dye bkck, and to make 
inkr 

Ermphonnn angustifolium. Ck)tton grass^— 
Thrives in marches. 

Alopecurus pratensis. Meadow Foxtail.— This 
is the best grass to sow in low groimd. 

Agrostis stolonifera.---Thi8 is the Florin grass of 
Doctor Richardson, for a description <^ which see 
his treatise. 

; bactylis glomerata. Smooth Cocksfoot.— Thrives 
in the shade and under the oripping of hirge trees, 

Cynosurus cristatus. 'Crested Dog's-tail. — A 
grass palatable to teheep. 

' Arundo phragmites. Common Reed.— Are used 
here by linen weftvets to wind thfefar weft on. Thrives 
in ditches» • ' " • 

^Scabiota 
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Scabiosa ftuccisa. Devilt bit*— -Growf under hc4« 

* Galium verum Yellow La4ies. Bed-straw.-^ 
Boiled in alum water the flowers tinge wool yellow. 
The roots dye a very floe redy not inferior to xnadder. 

Galium Aparine. Clea¥ers**-»The roots dye wool 
rpd. 

Plantago lanc^data. Ribwort Plantain.'—Com* 
Mon*. / 

Parietaria officinalis. Common Pellitory of tha 
walL— -Very common on the Towq walL Is used 
with success to renu>ve an obstruction of urine. 

Urtica dioica. Conunon Nettle. Common.*-* 
A leaf of this plant put upon the tongue and then 
pressed againsc the roof of the mouthy has beea 
considered efficacious in stopping a bleeding at the 
•o-e. 

Alch^milla vulgaris. Common Ladies-mantle.— • 
The whole plant is astringent. Pretty common in 
meadows and pastures. 

FEKTAGTNIA. MONOOYNIA. 

Symphytum officinale. Common Comfrey. 

Primuhi vulgaris. Common Prinux>8e.-^The roou 
are said to operate as a strong but safe emetic. 

Primula officinalis. Cowslip Primiost.— The 
leaves are sometimes eaten as a pot-herb. The root 
has a fine scent» like anise. 

Menyanthes trifoliatum. Trefoil Buckbean.*— A 
dram of the leaves of this plant purges and vomits. 

Convolvulus sepium. Great Bindweed.-- >Tlie 
inspissated juice of this plant is a powerful purge, 

Hyoscyamus niger. Common Henbane.— The 
seeds, leaves or roots* taken internally are p<MSonou#| 
grows along the shore near the town* 

Chironia Centaurium./ Lesser Centory.*— This 
^ant is extremely bitter. It is the bans of the famous 
rortland Powder, which prevents &^ of the gout* 

Viola odorata. Sweet Violet# 

Viob tricolor^ Hartt-easea 

Hedcra 
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Hfedera Helix. Common Ivy. — Tke berrie* purg^ 
and Tomit. 

PENTANDRIA. DIGYNIA* 

- Chenopodium Bonus Henricus. Wild Spinage. 

Atriplex hastata, Lamb*s-quarters. 

Daucus carota. Common Wild Carrot. 

Coaium maculatum. Common Hemlock.— i> Poison- 
ous ; applied with success to cure sprains* 

Angelica syWestris. Wild Angelica. ^ 

Pastinaca satii^a. Common Wild Parsnep. 

Smymium Olusatrum. Common Alexanders.. 

Simbucus nigra. Common Elder — If sheep that 
have the rot are placed in a situation where they can 
get at the bark and the young 8hooi;s9 they will 
soon curcjthemselves : 

PENTANDRIA PENTAGYNIAi 

Linum catharticum. Purging Flax.-*Is an ex- 
cellent purge. 

HKXANDRIA. MONOGYNIA. 

Allium ursinum. Ramson Garlic* Ramps.-^Grow8 
at the Knockogh. 

Hyacinthus non-scriptus^ Harebell Hyacinth. 

HEXANDRIA TRIGTNIA. 

Rumex crispus. Curled Dock :— Common. 

Rumex' acutus. Spear-shaped. 

kumex Acetosa. Common Sorrell.— The Lap- 
landers use the leaf of this plant to turn their milk 
soar. 

OCTANDRIA MONOGYNIA. 

Vslccinum Myrtillus. filea-berries.— Grows amo;ig 
heath. 

OCTANDRIA TRIGYNIA. 

Pdlygonum Hydropiper. Water Pepper.— -Grows 
en the sides of rivulets. 

Polygonum ariculare. Knotgrass Snakeweed; 

DECANDrIa. TRIGYNIA. 

Cucubalus Behen. White Bottle. 

DECANDRIA PENTAGYNIA. 

Sedum acre. Pepper Stonecr6p' 

Oxali5 
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Oxalis Acetosella. Wood Sorrell. Qommon at 
the cascade on Woodburn. 

Spergula arvensis. Corn Spuny. 

J>ODECANDRlA. PlGYNfA* 

Agrimonia Eupatoria. Common Agrimony* 

DODLCANDRIA. TRIGYMIA. 

Reseda Lutcola. Wild Wood.— ThU plant af- 
fords a most beautiful yellow dye for cotton, woc^en, 
or linen. 

ICOSANDRIA. MOKOGTNIA 

Prunus spinosa. 81oe-tree.— 'An tnfii^on of a 
handful of the flowers is a safe and easy purge. 
Potentilla Anacrina Wild Tansey. > 

UOAKDRIA, rOLTGYNIA. 

Tormentilla officinalis. Septfoil or Tormcntil.— 
1 he roots are among the strongest "vegetable as. 
tringents, and when boiled with new milk has been 
used with success in-thefiux. 

Geum urbanum. Common Avens* 

Geum rivale. . Water AiFens. 

POLYANORIA. MONOGYNIA. 

Chelidonium majus. Common Celandine. 

rOLYANDRIA. POLYOYNIA. 

Arum maculatum. Wake Robin. —Starch may 
be made from the root of this plant. 

Ranunculus Flammula. Lesser Spearwort.— 
The distilled water of this plant is preferable to aay 
thing yet known for producing instantaneous romit* 

Ranunculus aquatilis. Water Crowfoot* 

DIDYMAMIA.'' GYMMOSFERMIA. 

Glecoma Hederacea. Ground Ivy. 

Stachys Sylvatica. Hedge Ntttle Woundwort. 

DIDYNAMIA. ANOIOSP£RMIA. 

Melamprum pratense. Meadow Cow-wheat. 

Pedicularis sylvatica. Conunon Lousewort. 

Scrophularia nodosa. Rose.noble. Stinking Ro* 
ger.— -This plant is a certain remedy for that dan- 
gerous disorder in children, the eating hive^ The 

mode 
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mode of preparation* is to fry the fresh leaves in 
hog's lard. 

Digitalis purpurea. Common Foxglove ; rare. 

TBTHADYtlAMIA. SILIQUOSA. 

Cardamine pratenaii* Common LaUieS'Smoc^k. 
Cheiranthus Cheiri. Wall-flower.- — Grows on the 
castle waU. 

Sinapis alba. White Mustard. 
Sinapis nigra. Common Mustard. 

MONADELPHIA. DECANDRIA. 

•Geranium dissectum. Jagged CranesbilL 

Geranium molle. Soft Cranesbill. 
• Geranium pratense. Crowfoot CranesbilL ^-'f his 
species is remarkable for the beauty of its flowero* 

Geranium robertianum. Herb Robert. 

DIADELPHIA. HEXDANDRIA. 

Fumaria officinalis. Common Fumitory. 

DIADELPHIA. OCTANDRIA. 

Polygala vulgaris. Common Milkwort. 

DIADELPHIA. DECANDRIA. 

Anthyllis Vulneraria. Kidney- vetch.— Grows along 
the shore. 

Orobus tuberosus. Heath Peaseling. 
-. Lathyrus pratensis. Tare Everlasting. 
' Vicia sylvatica. Wood Vetch. 

Vicia sepium. Bush Vetch. 

Vicia lathy roides. Strangle Vetch. — Rare. 

£rum hirsuvtum. Wild Tare. 

Trifolium striatum. Soft-knotted Trefoil,— Rare ; 
found on Ranbuy. 

Lotus corniculatus. Birds-foot Claver. 

POLYADELPHIA. FOLYANDRIA. 

Hypericum quadrangulum. Quadrangular St. 
John's-wort. ^ 

Hypericum pulehrum. Upwright St. John's- 
wort. 

8YNGENBSIA. JEQUALIS. 

Tragopogon porrifolium. Purple Goats-beard.-— 



Perhaps not indigenous. 



Arctium 
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Arctium Lappa. Burdoch.— -Drinking off the 
roots is eaid to cure the evil 

SYNGENSSIA. 8UFIRFLUA. 

Tanacttum vulgare. Common Tansy. 
Artemisia Yulgaris. Mugwort.— -Common. 
Inula dysentenca. Middle Elecampane, 

CRYPTOOAMIA. MISCELLANEJE* 

Lycopodium clavatum* Common Club-most or 
Wolfs Claw. 

CRYPTOOAMIA. FILICIS. 

Osmunda Lunaria. Common Moonwort^ — Rare. 

Asplenium scolopendrium- Spleenwort. 

Asplenium Trichomanes Common Maidenhair,«ii> 
Crows under stones at the Knockogh. 

PoUypodium Filix-nr.as. Male Folysody. Male 
Fern —The powder of the root is Madame Nouffer's 
celebrated repiedy to expel the Tape- worm. 

Lichen rangiferinus. Rein-deer Mois. This 
is the food of the Rein-deer in the arctic re- 
gions* 



NUMBER XVII. 

A Catalogue of the most remarkable Birds obserxed 
within thecoujity of Carrickjergus. 



Falco. 



Strix. 



^ruginosusy Moor Buzzard ; not common* 
Nisus, Sparrow-hawk, frequently seen* 



Stridula. Screech-owl. Tawnyowl, rather 
rare* 
Cuculus. 

Canorus, CrcVco, well known ; arrives here 
about the 2Qd of April, seldom heard or seen 
after the end of June ; migrates* 

Conrns* 
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Corax> Raven ; not very commons .. 

Frugilegus, Rook ; common and well known* 

Monedula, Jackdaw ; frequenU the high rocks 
of the Knockogh. 

Pica, Magpie ; common* 

Rallus. 

Crex, Corn-crake, Land-rail; arrives here 
about the twentieth of April, seldom heard or 
seen after the Hth of August; supposed to. 
migrate, 

Aquaticus, Water Rail ; rare. . • 



Porzana, Spotted Water-hen ; very rare. 

TArao, 

Perdix. Patridge j vei*y common. 

Scoticus, Moor-Cock, Black Grouse ; pretty 
eommon on, Moors, 



Catumix, Common Quail, Wet.my-foat j 
begins to call early in May, and seems to de* 
light in showery weather, as it calls more fre- 
quently at those times ; the last name is taken 
from its note, which it somewhat resembles ; 
it frequents com fields and meadows ; seldom 
heard after July ; generally migrates. . 
Tringa. 

VaneUas, Lapwingr Bastard Ph^ver, ritfwit } . 
common. . 



Cindus, Ph*, Pttrre, Stint ; frequents the 
Mi^w Isles; makes no nest, lays its^eggs among 
the nones aJMl gravel*. 



&.2: 



Txinga... 
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Tringa. 

Hypolucosy Common Sandpiper'; -arrives here 
in spring, and is usually seen on the banks- of 
Woodburn River. 
Charadrius* 

Pluvialusy Golden Plover r commonly called 
Grey Plover, oiten seen in flocks in boggy places. 



Hiaticula, Ringed Plover or Sea Lark ; pretty 
common^ migiates. 



Calidris, Sanderling, or Curwillet ; very com« 
mon« 
Scdlopax. 

Rusticola, Wood-cock ; arrives usually about 
the end of October in considerable numbers ;; 
migrates in March. 

Arquata, CommeirCurlew ; plenty along the 
shore. 



Pheopus, Little Curlevr, Whimbrcl ;. about 
half the size of the last. 



GallinagOj Common Snipe ; frequents marshes* 



Gallinula, Jack Snipe; found in marshy 
places. 

Calidris, RedSbenk ; sometimes seen on the 
shore. : ' 

Turdus. 

Pilaris, Reldfare, Pigeon, Phelt ; arrives here 
about the end of October, smd migrates abput 
the end of April. 

Iliacus, Wind Thrush, Redwing ; arrives and 
retires about the same time as the former. Both 
aie believed to come from Norway* 

TurduK 
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Turdus, 

Musicu8, Song Thrash, Mavis ; well knowiK 

Vicivorus,Mi8i»eltoe Thrush; more rare than the 
former. This bird sings louder than the Song 
Thrush, commonly on the top' of the highest 
branch of a tree ; it never builds in a bush. 



Merula, Black Bird ; common* 
Columba. 

PalumbuSy Ring Dove, frequents the rugged 
banks of Woodburn River, building among the 
shrubs. 

Alcedo. 

Ispida^ King's Fisher, very rare ; the skin of 
this bird stuffed is said to preserve woolen cloths 
from the moth. 

Stumus. 

Vulgaris^ Stare» Starling, Common Stare \ 
often seen in considerable numbers, usually along 
with Rooks. These birds generally migrate 
during Winter .^ 

Cinclusy Water-hen, Water-ouzel ; ^quently 
seen on the banks of rivers. 
Motacilla. 

Rubicola, Stone-chat, Moor Titling; inhabits 
moors and usually builds in dry stone walls; 



Regnlus, golden-ctested Wren f small and 
beautiful ; very rare. 

Boarula, Gray Wagtail ; (commonly called 
the yellow Wagtail ;) a beautiful bird^ seen 
sometimes on the banks of rivers.. 

Trochilus, Willow Wren; arrives in the latter 
cad of Afril and retires early in September. 

■ MoUcilW 
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MotaciHa. 

Alba, common Wag Tail, white Wag Tailj 
rerj plenty. 

Arundinacca, Reed Warbler, armcs early m 
May, and retires in September. 



Cinerea, arrives and retires about the taftic 
time as the last mentioned. 
Parus. 

Major, great blue Tit Mouse; rather rare. 

Coeruleus, blue Tit Mouse, Blue Bonnet; 
rather rare. 
Hirundo. 

Rustica, common Swallow; common; arrives 
about the middle of April, and retires late in Sep- 
tember. 



Urbica, Martin ; not so common as the last^ ; ^ 
arrives about the same time; disappears rather > 



sooner. 



Riparia, Sand Martin, amves about ^ 15th 
of April ; usually retires eaily in SeptelftDer. 



* Apus, Swift, arrives about the 12th of May; 
seldom seen in September, 
Alauda. 

Arborea, Wood Lark, common. 

Arvensis, Sky Lark, Field Lark, wejl known* 

Trivialis, Grass Hooper Lark, Grass Hooper 
Warbler; inhabits meadows, and ditches; make* 
a noise in the summer evenings, somewhat lik» 
the winding up of a clock, but much louder. 

Pratcnsis,, Tit L«rk, rather rare* 

Upwpa* 
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Upupa. * . 

Epop^s Hoopoe ; shot on the shore near the 
town; September the 2l8t 1809. This beauti- 
f ul bird is a native of Egypt and the south of 
Europe, and is the only one I have heard of being 
found in this kingdom. It is very rarely seen 
in England, 

Anas* 

Cygnusy Wild Swan, sometimes seen flying 
high passiffg to tiie southward. 

Barnicley Brent Goose, Barnacle ; vast num- 
bers of this Iwrd arrive in the bay about the end 
of September; generally frequent the banks 
near White House and Holy wood, feeding on 
sweet grass or sleecfa. They begin to retire 
northward, about the 20th of April, and are 
generally gone lith May and return agsun 
about the middle of September. 

Tadoma, Shiel Drake; seen on the shorci 
during Winter. 



Mariia, Scaup Duck, very common. 
Clangula, Golden Eye; frequents the bay. 



Boschas, Mallardj Wild Dock, pretty com* 
roon. 



Fuligula, Tufted Duck ; rctemblcs tkc Wid« 
geon; rare. 



Ferina, Pochard, Red Headed Wigeon ; leeii 
on ihe shore during Winter. 

Penelope, Widgeon, Whim ; frequents the 
bay and Lough-mom, during Winter. These 
birdft often pass in flocks, during the night, from 
lliis bay to that of Strangford. 

Anas, 
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Axuii* 

Crecc^ Teal ; frequents same as the hit. 
Alca. 

Arctica^ Puffin, Sea Parrot ; coounbn in tbe 
bay. 
Colycnbus* 

Glacialis» Northern Diver ; sometimes seen. 

Stellatusy Speckled Diver, Loon, Arran-Ake 
Allan -Hawk | more common than the last. 

Minor, Little Grebe, often seen on the 8horr« 
of this bay and Lough-mom. 
Ardea. 

Major, Common Heron ; frequents the shore 
and mouths of rivers $ feeds on fish, worms and 
frogs ; is believed to disgorge that gelatinous, 
substance .called Shot-slc^r. 
Mergus* 

Castor, Dun Diver; rare. 
Pelecanus. ' 

Carbo, Scart, Corvorant ; conunon in the bay«. 
This bird also frequents fresh water lakes, those 
here, set off almost every morning to Lough- 
neagh, and returns again same evening. A kw 
years ago one of them was shot just as he arrived 
•here, and in his crop was found fourteen PuUans. 

Graculus, Shag, or Created Corvorant ; nevcf** 
leaves the salt water. ' 



Bassanus, Gannet; common. 
Procellaria. 

Pelagica, Petrel, Mother Cary*^ Chicken.— 
seen sometimes about the harbour mouth. 
Haematopus. 

Gstralgus, Sea Pie, Pied Oyster Catcher j 
pretty common. 
Larus. 

Catarrates, SkDa, or groat Grey GulL 

Ltnis* 
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LaruS. 

CanuSy Conunon GulL 

Fuscus, Herring GulL 

Tridactilus, Tarrock^ Kittiwake. 

Marinusy Black Backed GuU. 
None of the above are rare. 



RidibunduSy black headed^ or Pewit Gull« 
The old and ypungof these birds (gulls;) di£&r so 
much in colour, that they are often mistaken for 
different species; some of them are scvedd years 
before they arrive at proper feather* 
Sterna Hirundo* 

Great Tern, or Sea Swallow, arrive the begin* 

ing of May, breed at the Copeland Isles, and re* 

tire about Aueust* 

All the other birds which are common throughout 

Ulster, are found here^ but as the insertion of their 

names, would rather tire than inform the reader, I 

fotbear to take particular notice of each.| 



FINIS, 
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ADDENDA* 

At page 25, line 5, last word, the following should 
kaTe come in as a note : This gentleman was brother 
to the late Rev. Dean Dobbs, of Carrickfcrgus. He 
did not belong to the Drake, but had, upon the day of 
the engagement Volunteered his services on board 
said ship, on hearing that an enemy was in the oSing, 
and that the captain of the Drake was old and in£rm, 
and without proper assistance, his first lieUtennant^ 
Studdard, having died the day before at Carrickfergus, 
Early in the action he received a wound in the groin, 
which terminated his existence in a few hours j while 
alive he was treated with great attention by Paul 
Jones : he died universally esteemed and regretted. 
What rendered his death still more lamented, he had 
been married only a few days. A handsome monu-^ 
ment is erected .to his memory in the parish church 
of Lisburn. 

Page 52, line 1 4, add— and the proprietor of the 
Straid estate, for the time being. 

Page 53, add— July 1811, Major D. M*LanQ, a 
native of Carrickfergus, now of X^args, Ayrshire, Scot- 
land, gave j€20 to the poor of Carrickfergus, 

Page 60, Note 77, line 6, after Carrickfergus 
a<ki— about which time he sold part of his property 
here to Sir Arthur Chichester- 

The charter of queen Elizabeth alluded to at pages 
65 and 70 of this work, has the fpllowing preamble ; 
I was not able to obtain it for insertion in its proper 
place, but now present it to the reader, conceiving it 
to be interesting ; as it proves the corporation to have 
been governed by a mayor prior to th^r obtaining a 
charter from Elizabeth. It recites ** that the said town 
is an ancient borough^ and that the inhabitants. claimed 

that 
T 
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that many liberties, privileges and franchises were grant- 
ed unto them by our ancestors^ which now they cannot 
lawfully use* because they mislaid and lost the letters 
patent of the grants of the aforesaid liberties, privi- 
leges and franchises made unto them, in the afores^ 
time of wir, by the disturbance and insurrectioh of 
^ur aforesaid enemies, &c.—— Elizabeth, by the grao^ 
of* God, Queen of England, France and Ireland,'de* 
fender of the Faith, &c. to all men to whom theise 
presents shall come, greeting : Whereas divers petitions 
exhibited in behalf of the mayor and corporation of 
Carrickfergus, as well to ourselves, deputies and coub« 
cil in Ireland, as to our council in England, and upon 
conferences of both our said councils, we have received 
relation from them of good report (much pleasing to 
us) concerning the good carriage, loyalty, and beha* 
vioi^r, of the said town and corporation, to us and our 
sei^ice, far exceeding the other towns and cities in our 
sai^ realm of Ireland ; ^especially by the ecclesiastical 
obedience of all the inhabitants and their usual repair- 
ing to the Chi}rch,and embracing God's true ReligioB 
and Service, a matter very acceptable to US.— - In 
consideration whereof^ and in hopes of their continu- 
ance in their good cause and carriage by them. We 
are pleased both now and intend hereafter to show 
our princely favour, bounty and good acceptation of 
said good deserts, to the comfort of them, and en- 
couragement of others to follow the example. Know 
ye therefore," 8cc. 

The charter of incorporation, as a free borough, 
^nd an entire incorporated county in itself, then pro- 
ceeds, similarv to that of James L her majesty's 
successor. 

Page 105, to the list of thf tenants of "the Corpo- 
ration, add— 

Heirs ofT^ugh M'Dowal 
Executors of John Bashford 
Methodist Society 
J. D. Wilson 
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Page 121^9 add -- Field-mouse (mua Sylvaticus) 

To the list of the shell-fiishi page 182, add— Venus 
Erycina, and Buccinum, PuUus* 

To the list of shellsi add— Mectra Lutraria ; add 
also, Sabella Alveolata^and Linearis Locusta. 

N* B. Since this work went to press ; the Rer. 
^. Graves, Dean of Connor and Rector of Carrick- 
fergusy exchanged livings with the Rev. Dean Blakely, 
who now holds this Rectory- and Deanery of Connor, 
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ERRATA. 

Page 23 line IS, for " Clobeit,** read Ftoiert. 

40 ^... 1, after '* Broad-«trctt.*' add, or Mtan-stnet. 

50 £8, alter "per annum,*' add, r/icA. 

59 19, foF ** Pres b yte ria n Chajaain," read* ProtesUuU DisunHni 

CkapUoHm 

70 9 and 10 of note 23, for «* Chaplin,** read CktMiun. 

72 ..... 4, for •* town,** read Corporation -, aaate page lane for **wert ,*' 

read.ffrf. 

73 20, for "Mayor, "read Manstrates, 

74 ..... 9 and 10, for '•admirality,'* re^d admiralty ; same pi^, line 

13, erase the words ** above mentioned'^ same page, line 32, 

for ** w aow held," read, are usually held, 

76 23, for *' claiment," read claimant. 

.....106 8, for " 18j. &/." read 1£/. M. 

.M..106 for " had been at the siege of Derry by Jamei lids, army," 

read, had been in Derry during the siege by James Us. army, 
•«...107 6, for '* Margret," read, Margaret ^ same page, line 12, for 

«* 94," read, 90. 
.....IM M... 24, for ** arenaceoris," read, arenaceous , same page, line 27, 

for»*or,"Tead. flrtrf. 
.....109 ..... 23, after " Woodburn," add, river. 

......110 23, for »* are," read, is. 

Ill y.... 11, for "calcareous," read, calcarhusj »ame page, for 

** itrata," read stratum. 

.....113 27, for " calcareous," read, cakarious. 

••...116 7j for"ehxibits/* read, exhibits, 

.....148 7, for " Ubrc," read, Urbe i lamepage, line 9, for ••Gill«,'» 

read, Gall^e ; Une 10, for *' intulet,^* read intuitu 
..M.ISO ....• 8, for " Madmae," read, Medusae ; same page, line 10, for 

" Approdita," read, Aphrftdita / lamc page, line 19, for 

•*Lolingo," read, Z.«/ifo, 



Gordon, Printert Uainlltoo*i-court, Belfiut. 
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